
account of the intersection between culture and

economic behaviour (pp. 43–4).

Empire and globalisation is also an impressive

work of synthesis, drawing on scholarship from across

the English-speaking world, as well as the authors’

own published research. In blending such a broad

scholarship, it not only serves as a useful basis and

reference work for recent converts to the field of

global history but also, inadvertently, highlights

lacunae in the various national historiographies. These

gaps are, inevitably, reflected in the text and the reader

cannot help but feel uncomfortable at times when

Australian and Canadian case studies are relied on to

carry the narrative, thereby making them representa-

tive of the imperial experience as a whole.

The book eschews the study of formal empire

(although at no stage does it discount it) in favour of

demonstrating the grassroots nature of globalization.

As the authors rightly argue, ‘there was no grand

design here: almost by stealth, the workings of a

multitude of trans-national networks by-passed

national boundaries and unwittingly took large and

historically important steps towards the emergence of

a truly global market’ (p. 235). It is certainly vital to

move away from notions of ‘outcome as motive’, and

to create an alternative to earlier historiographies

that focused exclusively on political accounts, but the

downplaying of political structures creates a void.

While the authors acknowledge that networks are

often underpinned by formal institutions (pp. 59–60)

and, in the case in this study, the replication of

familiar institutions in the colonies fostered the trust

of British investors (p. 212), this reviewer cannot

help but wonder whether the distinction between

‘grassroots network’ and ‘formal institution’ is not

perhaps too insular and whether the integration of

politicians and civil servants into these networks

would be useful? Could the more formal structures of

empire not be recast as yet another collection of

networks, as the authors have done so successfully

with the City of London and its financial institutions?

This would have given the reader insight into the

manner and extent to which migrant, trade, and

financial networks sought to lobby, shape, and utilize

political networks – which they doubtlessly did – and

would have added reciprocity to the very interesting

account of colonial governments’ attempts to navi-

gate the City networks to obtain finance (pp. 201–4).

The allusions to ties between Britain’s influential

families and the colonial civil service and their beha-

viour as investors and financial advisers (pp. 184,

206), as well as the ability of governing elites to shape

perceptions of the colonies in the press (p. 189),

provide rich material for yet another layer to this

very nuanced tale.

These reservations are, however, peripheral and

do not detract from the value of this work. Magee

and Thompson have produced a deeply researched,

interesting, and formative book that makes a

substantial contribution to the study of empire,

globalization, and networks. It is certain to become

standard reading in years to come.
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This is a new kind of microhistory, which traces

the lives of a Scottish family of eleven siblings (seven

brothers and four sisters) and their spouses, servants,

and intercontinental connections during the eight-

eenth-century era of escalating imperial activity in the

Americas and Asia. The study benefits greatly from

the author’s previous work on enlightenment thought,

especially on political economy. The adoption of

current economic terminology to show, for example,

the ‘multiplier effects’ of involvement in empire gives

a contemporary relevance. Yet, at first sight, a shift

from the renowned Scottish literati such as Adam

Smith to concentrate instead on the Johnstone family

might seem unpromising. The book proves otherwise.

Certainly their beginnings seemed inauspicious. For,

belonging to the ‘unprosperous professional classes of

lowlands Scotland’ (p. 15), and based on the rural

periphery of enlightenment influences, this family

contributed little more than political ephemera to the

stock of world literature. Nevertheless, although their

inherited estates at Westerhall on the Scottish Borders

yielded little income and their father was always

indebted, his sons set out in turn to redress the

extended family’s financial situation through service

and initiatives in the army, the navy, and overseas

commercial enterprises. These routes took all but one

brother to the Caribbean, the North American
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mainland, or India, and, despite many setbacks,

several returned with gains sufficient to invest in

property and political advancement in Britain and to

purchase plantations and slaves in the Americas.

The book has an unusual structure, reflecting the

problem of following simultaneously the fluctuating

fortunes and ‘inner’ as well as ‘outer’ lives of eleven

siblings whose incessant personal correspondence over

nearly a century is still remarkably extant. Thus the

first three chapters provide the ‘micro’ details of their

lives, divided into chronological phases. The ensuing

chapters focus analytically on what these lives

contribute to understandings of some of the ‘macro’

issues usually essociated with the enlightenment age,

notably economic and legal thought and processes,

slavery, the percolation of enlightenment ideas to just

such provincial Scottish families as this one, and,

methodologically interesting, how far the recovery of

the inner life of such ‘minds’ can now be transformed

by utilizing non-traditional methods of investigation,

notably through electronic retrieval processes.

Given such embarras de richesses, three foci seem

particularly significant. First, this study complements

other recent works that have extended the reach of

the ‘Scottish enlightenment’ beyond the literati of

Edinburgh and Glasgow to include some provincial,

even rural, centres of intellectual and scientific activity.

Westerhall might now be added. Library collections in

this remote family home, book orders from Bengal

and Florida, and citations in their letters, show that

several of the siblings were familiar with many recent

advances in thinking. Not only that, but placed only ‘at

the edges of the enlightenment’ (p. 210), and certainly

not scholars themselves, this family developed some

close links with members of the literati, including

Adam Smith, David Hume, and especially Adam

Ferguson, and also with a number of leading chemists,

geologists, and medical men. The Johnstones’ patron-

age then created local intellectual ripples. For miners

employed on the family estate established a Westerhall

Miners’ Society, whose records show the purchase and

borrowing of Hume’s History of England, Smith’s

Wealth of nations, and Robertson’s histories of both

Scotland and India, transforming this hitherto bleak

region ‘into the very microcosm of an enlightened

industrial society’ (p. 109).

Interest in those who served the family in

middling and menial capacities is at the heart of

this study. They include some workers brought

back from India and the American plantations

who appear in the records as slaves and servants.

Two receive particular attention. Bell (or Belinda), a

Bengali woman, was brought home to Scotland by

John Johnstone, the fifth brother. After her baby was

found dead, Bell, accused of murder, was finally

transported to slavery in Virginia. Joseph Knight,

so-named after his first owner, was bought in

Jamaica by a Johnstone son-in-law and brought to

Scotland. Clearly literate, Joseph then read in a

Scottish newspaper that a recent epoch-making case

in London had resulted in the declaration that slave

status was illegal on English soil. His attempt to

claim similar freedom was challenged by his owner

but finally succeeded. In spite of the Johnstones’

failure to mention these slaves/servants in their

voluminous correspondence, their trial records

provide an insightful exercise in the reading of

‘minds’ such as Bell’s and Knight’s in order to

hypothesize about their ‘inner lives’.

The disparate and changing stances of the

Johnstone siblings on wider issues concerning slavery

have also been carefully tracked. Six of the seven

brothers owned slaves, but varied in their professed

attitudes from one outright anti-abolitionist to

another who, a slave-owner himself, nevertheless

criticized others for the ill-treatment of slaves. Such

ambiguous, often hypocritical stances on slavery were

of course common in the early phases of the abolition

era. But the nuanced treatment that slavery receives

here is one of several issues showing considerable flux

over the lifetimes of individuals in the spheres of ideas

and ‘sentiments’ as well as of material matters.

The life of the ill-fated Bengali woman, Bell, is

reconstructed particularly insightfully, but a feature

of the entire study is the attention paid to all the

females connected to this family. Proactive sisters

included Margaret, a Jacobite, who, having joined

‘Bonnie Prince Charlie’ in 1745, escaped from

incarceration in Edinburgh castle only to suffer an

early death in France. Stay-at-home Betty, in

contrast, revealed as the ‘family’s continuing source

of information’ (p. 19), outlived the rest into her mid

eighties. The information that she redirected

between her far-flung siblings constitutes a major

source for the entire study. Even Betty defies some

now outmoded views about pre-twentieth-century

middle-class women’s limited horizons, for, having

buried her parents, she established herself in single

state in rented accommodation in Edinburgh.

Another intriguing episode concerns the bride of

one of the brothers who, after publishing, at the age

of fourteen, some translations of Ovid and Horace,

later sailed to India with only a sister for company

and no certainty of a welcoming party. A petty

exception to the usually very supportive relation-

ships between such Scottish kin, almost always
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ready to assist other family members in their

frequent adversities, was a prolonged family quarrel

over a parcel of Indian muslins from a brother in

Calcutta that severed relations between mother and

daughter, resulting in Betty’s leaving home for two

years before admitting she had been in the wrong.

The clarity of this complex yet thoroughly

engaging study is partly achieved at the expense of

relegating to 150 pages of endnotes much necessary

detail that would usually be found in the body of a

text. All the archival and secondary sources are

embedded, meticulously, in these endnotes, along with

much additional useful comment. It is difficult,

however, for the reader to retrieve a particular source

reference once the relevant page has passed, for there is

no consolidated list of either archival or secondary

literature. Absent too (except on a dustcover that most

libraries prefer to jettison) are any of the family

portraits by Gainsborough, Romney, and Raeburn,

whose inclusion would surely further elucidate the

‘inner’ and ‘outer’ identities that are at the heart of this

study. That said, this is a path-breaking, highly original

study of empire through the lives of an ‘extraordinary’,

yet in many respects ‘ordinary’, family, which the

author perceives, in spite of some spasmodic economic

successes, to have had a ‘tendency to be on the losing

side of the history of the British empire’ (p. 141).
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This interesting study offers a broad, thematic

account of Catholic and Protestant missionary

activities in eight major regions of the world between

roughly 1700 and 1900. Drawing on a host of

primary and secondary sources in various European

languages, Wendt sheds light on missionary work in

the Spanish Americas and the Philippines, French and

British Canada, India, and Sri Lanka, as well as in

different parts of Africa. He works neither compara-

tively nor chronologically. Instead, he tackles these

diverse materials and settings by focusing on the

so-called ‘missionary society’, a term that he borrows

from Robert Strayer’s work on Kenya but reformu-

lates for broader application across time and space.

‘Missionary society’ here refers to the locally distinct

social and spatial order that emerged in colonial

settings as Christian missionaries advanced the

conversion of indigenous populations. According to

Wendt, this social and spatial formation was insepar-

able from the European colonial project yet only

partially overlapped with and participated in the

colonial order. In some respects, ‘missionary society’,

he argues, proved itself inclusive of groups of people

who were categorically excluded from the colonial

order. Wendt contends that scholarship on colonial-

ism has yet to explore fully the small but significant

social space of the ‘missionary society’. He aligns his

own work with newer mission histories that concern

themselves centrally with the social and cultural

processes that accompanied Christian evangelization

and less so with the religious and doctrinal under-

pinnings of missionary activities.

Wendt identifies four primary issues or structural

challenges that all missionaries in these otherwise very

different areas confronted in their effort to establish a

Christian ‘missionary society’. Following an introduc-

tory literature review, he devotes a substantive chapter

to discussing how missionaries approached each one

of these issues: first, the need to gain sufficient control

over a suitable geographical space where social

development could take place; second, how to develop

social structures conducive to missionary work within

this space by relying on practices of segregation and/or

integration of diverse native populations; third, the

goal of transforming both social life and individual

subjectivities through educational undertakings that

included but were not limited to formal schooling;

fourth, the thorny question of indigenous clerics and

lay assistants as missionaries faced the contradiction

between European discourses of racial differences, on

the one hand, and the de facto dependency of the

missionary enterprise’s success on sustained indigenous

support, on the other.

Wendt’s main contribution lies in his innovative

transnational, trans-confessional, and diachronic

approach to the subject matter. In analysing how

Protestant and Catholic missionaries reacted to a fixed

set of challenges in eight different areas of the world

across the span of centuries, he maps out a wide

range of possible responses and outcomes. He thus

eschews the presentation of one portrait of Christian

missionary activity in favour of a long series of

miniatures whose combined effect serves to challenge

the common view of a singular, world-spanning
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