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The Future of Bioethics: International 
Dialogues addresses 21 topics in bioethics 
and envisions their future. The topics 
are divided into Part I, “Progress of 
Biomedical Technologies and Ethics,” 
and Part II, “Globalization and Bioethics.” 
According to its editor, the topics are 
chosen to convey a sense of aspiring to 
the formation of global bioethics toward 
the 21st century.

As the subtitle “International 
Dialogues” indicates, a distinguishing 
feature of this book is the assembly of 
researchers from various backgrounds 
and regions and the collection of 
exchanges from their discussions. 
Researchers from no fewer than 15 
countries have contributed to the con­
tent. Each chapter is organized into a 
primary topic article followed by a 
commentary and a response to that 
commentary by the author of the pri­
mary topic article, with one topic being 
discussed by authors from different 
backgrounds. The international dia­
logues include discussions of differ­
ences in regulations between countries 
(chapters 1, 6, 11, 12, and 13) and tensions 
between unique cultures and interna­
tional regulations based on universal 
values (chapters 8 and 18).

Part I: Progress of Biomedical 
Technologies and Ethics

Part I, “Progress of Biomedical Technolo­
gies and Ethics,” discusses ethical issues 
that arise with the development of bio­
medical technologies and is divided 
into four sections.

Section A: Regenerative Medicine

Chapter 1 steps away from the tendency 
of existing ethical debates to focus on 
the moral standing of human embryos 
and instead discusses potential issues 
that could arise when regenerative 
medicine is applied in clinical settings. 
Chapter 2 addresses neurotransplan­
tation and nerve repair, points of 
intersection between neuroethics and 
regenerative medicine, and the implica­
tions of such research.

Section B: Enhancement

Chapter 3 discusses whether or not 
“moral technologies” and “moral 
enhancement,” which, using neurosci­
ence, create changes in order to make 
human motives and behaviors moral, 
damage our freedom and autonomy. 
Chapter 4 considers enhancement within 

CQ Review

We are grateful to Keiichiro Yamamoto and Justin Oakley for their invaluable comments to our early 
drafts.

Readers are invited to contact T Kushner at kushnertk@gmail.com 
regarding books they would like to see reviewed or books they are 
interested in reviewing.

The Future of Bioethics: International Dialogues 
edited by Akira Akabayashi. Oxford: Oxford 
University Press; 2014

ht
tp

s:
//

do
i.o

rg
/1

0.
10

17
/S

09
63

18
01

18
00

05
31

 P
ub

lis
he

d 
on

lin
e 

by
 C

am
br

id
ge

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 P

re
ss

mailto:kushnertk@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0963180118000531


CQ Review

187

the context of “eugenics.” Specifically, 
it studies the two questions of whether 
a parent enhancing a child should be 
allowed, and whether a parent should be 
required to enhance a child. Chapter 5 
addresses “doping” as a question of 
enhancement in sports, and debates the 
reasons why it should be prohibited.

Section C: Emerging Problems in Research 
Ethics

Chapter 6 debates the question of how 
cells and tissues extracted from humans 
should be treated, from the perspective 
of “proprietary rights.” Chapter 7 studies 
the question of whether wide-scale 
genetic studies can promote tailored 
medical care by passing on research find­
ings to research participants. Chapter 8, 
keeping in mind the progress of health 
studies in developing countries, concep­
tualizes new forms and methods for 
international health studies.

Section D: Synthetic Biology and 
Chimeras

Chapter 9 studies questions accompa­
nying the development of synthetic 
biology, from the viewpoint of humans 
playing God, and its negative impact 
on the natural environment. Chapter 10 
debates the generation of human–animal 
chimeras. In response to arguments 
that it threatens moral boundaries, it is 
discussed that such repulsion toward 
new technologies deserves political 
consideration although it impedes the 
progress of humanity. Chapter 11 consid­
ers ethical issues that accompany the 
generation of chimeras from the perspec­
tive that it violates the natural order, 
poses a risk of damage to human dignity, 
and introduces public health risks.

Whereas Part I focuses on bioethical 
issues that arise with technological 
developments, Part II takes as its sub­
ject bioethical issues which have come 

about as a function of changes in social 
climate—aging, commercialization, and 
globalization—within the framework 
of existing technologies.

Part II: Globalization and Bioethics

Section A: Organ Transplant

This section explores issues of exploita­
tion of organ transplants that have 
crossed country borders, harm in trans­
plants from living individuals, and 
transplant tourism. In view of the actual 
state of chronic organ shortage, each of 
these articles, while continuing to fun­
damentally promote the expansion of 
organ transplantation, also reviews the 
necessary ethical considerations.

Section B: Public Health Ethics

This section begins by presenting a 
debate on what public health ethics is 
and goes on to discuss the decision-
making process for medical resource 
distribution on a macro level, a major 
theme in public health ethics. These 
meta-level discussions provide a big 
picture snapshot of topics in public 
health ethics and provide a path toward 
further development in this area.

Section C: Care in the Aging Society

This section takes on end-of-life care 
and chronic diseases within the context 
of an aging society. It includes not only 
issues that arise in discussions of care 
families and costs of care burden, but 
also focuses on the new issues of inter­
national flow of nursing care providers 
and introduction of surveillance cam­
eras into care settings.

Section D: Rethinking Medical 
Professionalism

This section takes as its theme the pro­
fessional ethics of health care providers 
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who, in midst of societal and techno­
logical changes that have been discussed 
up to this point, must face difficult 
judgments in health care practices. 
Discussions in the section focus on vir­
tue ethics, clinical ethics consultations, 
and informed consent, all of which are 
reconsidered from various perspec­
tives. Indeed, it is not simply that an 
individual ethical sense is required of 
health care providers, but rather the 
issue of what type of professional ethics 
is required within cultural and institu­
tional backgrounds.

Conclusion

An impressive asset of this book is the 
productive two-way dialogue between 
primary topic article authors and their 
commentators, with both parties seek­
ing to learn from each other and to 
advance our understanding of the 
issues, despite sometimes disagreeing 
about foundational matters. In such 
ways this book serves as an instructive 
model for students about how bioethi­
cal debates can make genuine progress 
with these issues. Also, the unprece­
dented level of engagement here 
between Eastern and Western scholars 
in bioethics helps to clarify whether or 
not seeking universal prescriptions and 
global solutions regarding the problems 
addressed here are realistically achiev­
able aims. Undergraduate students in 

bioethics learn much from the critical 
reflections on new frontiers in bioethics, 
such as the ethics of regenerative medi­
cine, human enhancement, synthetic 
biology, and medical tourism, particu­
larly in light of the some of the innova­
tive scientific research which has been 
conducted in some of these fields by 
scientists in Asian countries. And post­
graduate bioethics students find the 
discussions of informed consent, aged 
care, and health care resource alloca­
tion in different cultural contexts highly 
illuminating and refreshingly differ­
ent from traditional work on these 
topics.

By its nature, bioethics is a field that 
requires ceaseless adaptation to prog­
ress and changes in society and tech­
nology. In the face of such extreme 
changes, it is important to understand 
that we must not delay conclusions 
using equivocal wording such as “fur­
ther discussion is necessary.” As dis­
cussed above, this book addresses 
changes in both technology and society 
and summarizes actual face-to-face dis­
cussions and critiques, rather than sim­
ply indicating the potential for debate. 
Seen in this light, The Future of Bioethics: 
International Dialogues offers a solid 
foundation for developing serious and 
thoughtful discussions aimed at fueling 
progress in the field of bioethics.

——Shuma Yoshida and Shintaro Tamate
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