
that humanism is a problem of modern philosophy and that the use of the term human-
ism is also not appropriate in reference to Pico because the humanism of the Renaissance
was in reality a classicism.

David A. Lines’s essay “Defining Philosophy in Fifteenth-Century Humanism: Four
Case Studies” takes a different direction, revamping Jill Kraye’s lucid approach to the
problem of humanism and philosophy. He studies the way in which fifteenth-century
humanists such as Donato Acciaiuoli, Pico della Mirandola, Ermolao Barbaro, Angelo
Poliziano, Filippo Beroaldo and Sr., and Antonio Codro Urceo actually defined philos-
ophy. Lines emphasizes the connection of Renaissance thinkers with Greek philosophy
(Platonic, Aristotelian, and Pythagorean); at the same time, he illustrates the influence
of the moral philosophy of Seneca and Cicero on Poliziano and Filippo Beroaldo. He
holds that the interest in philosophy for these thinkers is as eclectic as their sources: it
was not exclusively moral or practical, and included also natural philosophy, logic, and
metaphysics. Lines concludes that beyond its eclecticism the texts he examined in his
essay “suggest that philosophy in the fifteenth century was commonly viewed as a spec-
ulative exercise” (296).

I would like to briefly mention at least two other essays of the twenty included in the
volume. James Hankins, in his essay “The Unpolitical Petrarch: Justifying the Life of
Literary Retirement,” argues that in De Vita Solitaria emerge “Petrarch’s deepest con-
victions regarding the autonomy of the individual in the face of what present themselves
as social and political obligations” (9). Hankins considers this attitude toward the self
and its obligations as belonging to the modern world more than to the ancient.
Germana Ernst, in her contribution “Life in Prison: Cardano, Tasso and
Campanella,” studies the importance that the experience of prison had on the philos-
ophers Cardano and Campanella and on the poet Tasso. She argues that for each of
them detention was a painful and dramatic experience, one that deeply affected their
life and led them to reflect upon its meaning.

To conclude, this is a very rich volume of contributions whose center is represented
by a thorough reconsideration of the question of humanism in relation to philosophy.

Massimo Lollini, University of Oregon
doi:10.1017/rqx.2019.332

Hobbes e Galileo: Metodo, materia e scienza del moto. Gregorio Baldin.
Biblioteca di “Galilaeana” 6. Florence: Olschki, 2017. xxiv + 244 pp. €34.

In his writings, Hobbes described Galileo as “the greatest philosopher of all centuries,”
who had disclosed the nature of motion and thereby inaugurated a new physics.
Although past scholars have frequently drawn attention to Hobbes’s intellectual debt
to Galileo, the book under review is the first monographic study devoted to the relation
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between the two thinkers. During his third grand tour of Europe (1634–36), Hobbes
met both Galileo and Mersenne, who, according to Baldin, were the main sources of
inspiration for Hobbes’s mechanistic natural philosophy and whose names figure prom-
inently in Hobbes’s autobiographies and correspondence. This explains why Baldin
devotes chapter 1 to Mersenne and Hobbes, before turning his attention to Galileo’s
influence on Hobbes’s method, theory of matter, and science of motion.

Chapter 1 offers a comparison between Mersenne’s and Hobbes’s respective views
on the epistemological status of the mixed sciences, on the relation between mathemat-
ical truths and physical hypotheses, and between experiments and ratio. Baldin also
stresses some interesting analogies between Mersenne’s and Hobbes’s explanations of
physical and astronomical phenomena, focusing in particular on their views on the
propagation of sound and light. While Hobbes met Galileo only once, in the decade
that he spent in Paris (1640–51), he frequently joined Mersenne’s circle. He probably
had access to Mersenne’s library, which—as Baldin recalls—also contained copies of
Galileo’s Assayer and Two New Sciences. Chapters 2–4 document the impact on
Hobbes’s thought of these two works, as well as of theDialogue and of Mersenne’s para-
phrase of Galileo’s Mecaniche.

In chapter 2, Baldin argues that the influence of the Assayer is particularly evident in
Hobbes’s use of the metaphor of the book of nature as well as in his distinction between
the real qualities of bodies (figure and extension) and the sensible qualities resulting
from the action of the perceived body on the perceiving subject. As for the Dialogue,
which, contrary to the Assayer, is explicitly mentioned in Hobbes’s works, Baldin
focuses on two intertwined issues—namely, Hobbes’s and Galileo’s objections to
Kepler’s theory of magnetic attraction and Hobbes’s reaction to Galileo’s theory of
tides. The chapter also deals with some aspects of Hobbes’s philosophy that were less
directly influenced by Galileo, such as his account of causality in the De Motu, Loco et
Tempore and in the De Corpore, and his classification of sciences in the Leviathan.
Chapter 3 sheds light on conceptual and lexicographic analogies between Galileo’s
and Hobbes’s physics. Baldin shows the crucial role that Galileo’s principle of inertia
and his concept of impetus play in Hobbes’s De Motu, Loco et Tempore. He also doc-
uments the influence of the Galilean notion of momentum on the evolution of
Hobbes’s notion of conatus and deals with Hobbes’s theory of free fall and his specula-
tions on the cause of gravity.

Chapter 4 analyzes the influence of Galileo’s theory of matter as formulated in the
first day of the Two New Sciences on Hobbes’s treatment of the nature of fluids in De
Corpore and in the Dialogus Physicus de Natura Aeris. Although Baldin speaks of a “great
affinity” between the theories of the two thinkers, a number of important differences
emerge from his comparison. Hobbes’s views concerning the composition of bodies, his
account of hardness and cohesion, and his explanation of the passage from the solid to
the liquid state are in fact profoundly different from Galileo’s.

REVIEWS 1115

https://doi.org/10.1017/rqx.2019.333 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/rqx.2019.333


The book contains no general conclusion, but ends with an appendix in which
Baldin motivates his choice not to deal with Hobbes’s Short Tract. One of the greatest
merits of the book is that it sheds light on the evolution of Hobbes’s thought on the
issues under discussion and on the difficulties that Hobbes encountered in trying to
account for physical phenomena such as terrestrial rotation, the tides, and the fluidity
of bodies in mechanistic terms. However, Baldin’s reconstruction of this evolution suf-
fers from two shortcomings. One is that it sometimes downplays the influence of
important thinkers who propelled Hobbes’s thought in new directions. Baldin men-
tions, for example, a possible influence of Gassendi on Hobbes’s notions of inertia
and gravity, but is silent about the strong similarities between Gassendi’s and
Hobbes’s reinterpretations of Galileo’s theory of tides. The other defect is that
Baldin handles the notion of “mechanical philosophy” as if it designated a monolithic
whole, thereby neglecting the tension, to which Dijksterhuis and Westfall pointed long
ago, between the ambition to explain the hidden corpuscular mechanisms behind phe-
nomena and the attempt to describe them instead through exact mathematical laws. It is
precisely this tension that, in my view, explains the discrepancies between mathematical
descriptions and physical explanations that are so frequently present in Hobbes’s
physics.

Carla Rita Palmerino, Radboud Universiteit Nijmegen
doi:10.1017/rqx.2019.333

Liberté de conscience et arts de penser (XVIe–XVIIIe siècle): Mélanges en l’honneur
d’Antony McKenna. Christelle Bahier-Porte, Pierre-François Moreau, and
Delphine Reguig, eds.
Les dix-huitièmes siècles 197. Paris: Honoré Champion, 2017. 850 pp. €98.

The preface of this homage to Antony McKenna underlines his career as professor at the
Université Jean Monnet (France). A long bibliography includes more than two hundred
publications (books, articles, direction of publications and periodicals, direction of col-
lected works, etc.) testifying to his influence on a wide variety of subjects, such as the
history of ideas in the seventeenth century, Jansenism, Pierre Bayle, Protestant litera-
ture, and erudite and philosophical libertinism. The book is divided into five parts
and offers an interesting collection of fifty-one scholarly studies on the theme of liberty
of conscience and ways of thinking, over three centuries, covering McKenna’s own
views and offering new directions.

It first examines “Methodological Approaches,” particularly through the work of
McKenna himself, whose research inaugurated a way of reading past philosophers
through new criteria. D. Reguig shows how McKenna’s thesis (1985) and the Port-
Royal Dictionary (2005) employed new methodological tools to read the literature of
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