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group. The mentally retarded may be socially normal ; intelligence quotient
is only one factor in a social judgment. As measured by the tests employed,
boys showed a greater range of intellectual ability than girls. The adoles-
cent age is the period of greatest maladjustment in school.

M. HAMBLIN SMITH.

A Clinical Demonstration of Superior Children. (Psychol. Clinic, vol. xxi,
June—August, 1932.) Sylvester, M. L.

Superiority is both quantitative and qualitative: The latter is determined
by what we happen to value. The Binet-Simon scale has been constructed
by men who have thought certain tests worth while; these tests measure
intellectual ability, but the conception of mental age must not be carried too
far. A six-year-old girl and a sixteen-year-old girl may each have a mental
age of ten years; but it is absurd to think that, for this reason, they can be
educated together. We must be careful to distinguish between genius and
talent. M. HAMBLIN SMITH.

Female Sexuality. (Internat. Journ. of Psycho-Analysis, vol. xiii, July, 1932.)
Freud, S.

Freud has found that in females the great dependence on the father merely
takes over the heritage of an equally important attachment to the mother,
and that this earlier pre-(Edipal phase lasts to the fourth or fifth year—longer
than had formerly been supposed. The motives brought to light by analysis
which may account for this turning away from the mother are that she neglected
to provide the little girl with a penis; that she did not feed her enough ;
compelled her to share her mother’s love with others ; never fulfilled all the
expectations of the child’s love; and that she first excited and then forbade
her daughter’s own sexual activity. As a result of the castration complex
the little girl’s development may follow along one of three lines : (2) renunciation
of sexuality, (b) defiant over-emphasis of her own masculinity, (c) the ultimate
normal feminine attitude in which she takes her father as love-object and
thus arrives at the (Edipus complex in feminine form. S. M. CoLEMAN.

Libidinal Types. (Internat. Journ. of Psycho-Analysis, vol. xiii, July, 1932.)
Freud, S.

With the libidinal situation as the basis of classification three main character-
types are distinguished : the erotic type in whom loving and being loved is all-
important, and in whom behaviour is governed by the instinctive claims of the
id ; the obsessional type, characterized by the supremacy of the super-ego;
the narcissistic type, whose main aim is self-preservation. It is suggested
that when a person of the erotic type feels ill he will develop hysteria, the
obsessional will present an obsessional neurosis, while the narcissistic individual
is particularly disposed to psychosis. S. M. CoLEMAN.

A Contribution to the Problem of Libidinal Development of the Genital Phase
in Girls. (Internat. Journ. of Psycho-Analysis, vol. xiii, July, 1932.)
Miiller, J.

By direct study in children and by the analysis of adults the writer is
convinced that libidinal cathexis of the vagina occurs not infrequently during
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