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Garth Allen and Frank Brennan. Tourism in the New South Africa: Social 
Responsibility and the Tourist Experience. London: Tauris, 2004. x + 305 pp. 
Maps. Bibliography. Index. $29.95. Paper. 

Tourism, as we all know, is the world's largest industry, and eco-tourism is 
the fastest growing segment of that industry. It is possible that "community-
based" eco-tourism is the fastest growing subset of that segment—"the pre
fix eco confirms an aura of respectability that is only marginally less 
admirable than motherhood" (5). Further, South Africa has quickly 
become what is arguably the most outstanding tourist destination in sub-
Saharan Africa. Therefore, it is both timely and important to understand 
how much tourism has to offer in South Africa's quest for growth with 
equity. This useful study helps in many ways. 

Why was it written? The authors argue that they wrote it, "in the con
viction that, despite limitations, eco-tourism can make significant contri
butions to the welfare of many impoverished rural communities" (4). Yet 
they concede that "the data offers no evidence that the tourism industry is 
a 'pro-poor' industry, benefiting past or current members of the poorest 
paid social groups There is no evidence that tourism in any general 
sense had a major income and wealth redistribution effect on the economy, 
although the status of some individuals and their families have been fun
damentally altered" (15). They could have done more to try to solve this 
contradiction. 

The book begins by providing a background of the importance of 
tourism in South Africa's economy in general, then moves on to examine 
eco-tourism specifically in four areas of rural KwaZulu-Natal, in the south
eastern part of the country. This province saw the most violence leading up 
to majority rule, and it is fitting that the study concentrates there, since if 
KwaZulu Natal can overcome its reputation as a dangerous place to visit, 
any place can. The authors examine the "tourist experience" by looking at 
the tourist-host relationship, crime and the fearful tourist, power relations 
of tourism, the anatomy of a good tourist, and the role of government and 
community. 

Content to examine the important role tourism plays in South Africa's 
economy, Allen and Brennan acknowledge diat they "have not felt obliged 
to try and solve the problems of tourism development in South Africa, nor 
to offer advice" (10). This is a pity, since practitioners could use their 
expertise to avoid some of the mistakes detailed in the study. Perhaps Garth 
Allen (Frank Brennan, unfortunately, has passed away) will offer a sequel 
that will help lay out some ideas of how impoverished rural communities 
could employ eco-tourism in a more significant, positive, and sustaining 
way. 

The book is well written, although some personal anecdotes would 
have made it livelier. It has a rich and extensive bibliography, useful as a 
starting place for anyone just beginning to work on this important subject. 
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It is a bit dated in that most of the research took place in 1996, although 
some continued until April 2002. Nonetheless, this book can be recom
mended as a good introduction for anyone wanting to learn more about 
the tourist experience—good and bad—in South Africa. 

Donald L. Sparks 
University of Maribor 

Maribor, Slovenia 

Ann Brower Stahl, ed. African Archaeology: A Critical Introduction. 
Oxford/Maiden, Mass: Blackwell Publishing, 2005. xiv + 490 pp. Maps. Photographs. 
Diagrams. Notes. References. Index. $36.95. Paper. 

African Archaeology, part of the Blackwell Studies in Global Archaeology 
series, aims to give undergraduate archaeology students an introduction to 
sub-Saharan African archaeology and to encourage critical assessment of 
current archaeological knowledge across a wide range of themes. These 
span 2.6 million years and most of Africa, excluding the Horn, the Mediter
ranean, and the Nile Valley. The sub-Saharan focus, acknowledged as 
regrettable but determined by space constraints, fortunately is not 
absolute. One cannot discuss the debates around the advent of animal 
domestication, agriculture, or metallurgy in sub-Saharan African without 
considering North Africa as a whole. Nevertheless, I think the traditional 
segregation of sub-Saharan archaeology remains problematic in an intro
ductory text because it reinforces popular notions of isolation as well as the 
assumption that the histories of the Nile and Sudan somehow are not really 
African. 

Within the stated constraints, this book achieves its main goals 
admirably. The twenty-three contributing authors (African, European, and 
North American) are all specialists in their respective fields, with a wel
come spread of established senior academics and more recently qualified 
younger practitioners. The individual chapters are remarkably consistent 
in tone, which I suspect shows a strong editorial hand, and really do sum
marize not only vast amounts of information but also the current debates 
around significance and interpretation of the archaeological record. The 
themes covered in such detail include the archaeological role of ethnogra
phy, Oldowan hominin behaviour, the origins of modern humans, Middle 
and Later Stone Age societies in southern Africa, the advent of farming, 
linguistics and the Bantu problem, metallurgy, intensification and urban-
ism, East African interactions, Central African occupation, the archaeology 
of the Kalahari, and an overview of two thousand years of West African his
tory. It is difficult to imagine a more comprehensive introduction without 
resorting to an encyclopaedia format. 

The references are copious and up-to-date, which will make this a valu
able resource for both lecturers and students. The index is comprehensive. 
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