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to commission Joseph Bazalgette’s magnificent embankment sewer system to
transport waste well to the east of the conurbation and discharge it from holding
tanks on the strong out-flowing tide. However, it was not given authority to tackle
the water issue.

Broich is concerned with two related questions: why ‘London’ did not more
quickly buy out the private water companies, and why proposals for a remote
waterworks scheme were rejected. He posits that water policy was consciously
about much more than quality and quantity, and intended as a mechanism to
modernize the metropolis. His explanations are bound up with the fortunes of
London’s government, especially the creation in 1889 of the London County
Council (LCC), which sought to consolidate urban administration. However,
the LCC was controlled by the ‘Progressives’. Broich suggests their plans to
gain control of the water supply were deliberately stymied by the national
conservative government because it would make the LCC too powerful and
assist the Progressives’ ambition to re-create London as a ‘commune’. The bold
prose of Broich’s hypothesizing sits uneasily with his somewhat limited analysis
of related issues. He would have benefited from looking beyond the immediate
politics of water management to the wider political economy of nineteenth-century
urban investment. It is telling that he chooses not to examine the activities of
the Local Government Board that sanctioned the huge loans necessary for water
engineering projects and other urban infrastructure, and loomed behind many
of the parliamentary debates. It would have been helpful also to have had more
discussion on the role of water engineers and scientists and their interactions with
metropolitan administrators. Although John Hassan and Chris Hamlin’s work in
this area is referenced, Broich makes relatively little use of it. His intimation that
both the delay in buying out the private companies and the rejection of the Welsh
water scheme resulted in a different type of modernization is not convincingly
developed.

But I return to my opening grumbles – the dislocation between title and content,
and also the compression of ambitious and complicated arguments into a relatively
small book, which has resulted in a superficial narrative on the development of
British public health and ‘modernity’. To end the story when London ‘finally’
achieves a dedicated water authority in 1903, and to devote less than a page
of the conclusion to the twentieth century (struggles in the 1930s to supply
8.6 million Londoners; end of the MWB in 1973; re-privatization in 1989) is a
missed opportunity. Broich leaves us with thirsty for a longer and different sort of
history.

Sally Sheard
University of Liverpool
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Capitalizing on a wealth of previous publications, Friedrich Lenger’s study, written
especially for an English audience, is an extremely ambitious work aiming to
synthesize work published in German, French, English and Italian on European
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urban developments during one of the most momentous periods in their history.
By contrast to Andrew Lees and Lynn Hollen Lees’ recent synthesis of European
urban history (Cities and the Making of Modern Europe, 1750–1914 (Cambridge,
2007)), which focused mostly on Britain, France and Germany, Lenger’s work is
geographically much more inclusive, with the author making a constant effort to go
beyond these core countries to discuss urban developments at length in Spain, Italy,
Belgium, the Netherlands, Hungary, Russia, the Balkans and Scandinavia. What
emerges as a result of the author’s systematic reading of the secondary literature
on these geographic areas is a truly pan-European urban history of the 60 years
preceding World War I, which excels in integrating disparate developments into a
coherent and well-structured narrative.

The book (which is the prequel to a future work in which Lenger plans to cover
the history of urban Europe in the twentieth century) is organized in seven chapters
dealing with the role of capital cities (chapter 1), economy and demography
(chapter 2), immigration and suburbanization (chapter 3), urban housing (chapter
4), administration and reform (chapter 5), culture (chapter 6) and social protest
(chapter 7). These broader themes allow the author to delve in chapters 1 and 2
into issues such as the role of world fairs in promoting urban development; the
impact of Haussmannization on Paris and other cities; changes in life expectancy,
and fertility and mortality rates, and their role in spurring the turn-of-the-century
urban demographic boom; as well as the connections between industrialization
and urbanization, on the one hand, and cities and the country, on the other.
Chapter 3 focuses on patterns of migration from the immediate rural hinterlands
and more distant places to the city, and their role in shaping a heterogeneous
urban environment, often characterized by social and ethnic fragmentation. Many
of the changes in the spatial and social make-up of especially Western and Central
European cities were related to processes of suburbanization which took off on a
great scale by the turn of the century.

The middle chapters of the book address changes in urban housing types from
single dwellings to multistorey apartments as well as urban living conditions,
which are analysed by the author from a comparative perspective stretching from
west to east, and north to south. The squalid conditions, in which the urban poor
lived, prompted middle-class supported land and housing reforms. Municipalities
and local administrations played a key role in pushing the reformist agenda to
the fore, and in the process they turned themselves into a model for urban self-
government. Their successes in urban planning and in the provisioning of the
city with clean water, and cheap gas and electricity, made possible through their
takeover of water treatment plans, and electric and gas distribution companies,
became synonymous by the century’s end with the rise of municipal socialism
as a widespread model of urban management, that – as Lenger points out – was
not only less than what socialists desired but was also a model that cut across the
political spectrum.

The last two chapters shift the discussion to matters of urban culture and social
protest. While opera and theatre represented the cultural preserve of the middle
class, European cities were also the sites where avant-garde works in the field
of art and literature, together with new varieties of working-class, popular and
commercialized mass culture fed the divide between elite and mass culture that
characterized turn-of-the-century urban modernity. New developments, such as
the rise of cinema and spectator sports which attracted large crowds on weekends,
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increasingly shifted the balance in favour of the latter. At the same time, European
cities served as an arena for continuous conflicts over the representation and uses of
urban spaces. The opening of department stores, which attracted a mostly female
clientele, and women’s involvement in charity work, enabled many women to
overcome the gendered separation between public and private spaces. Similarly,
the symbolic separation between the middle-class centre and the working-class
suburbs was overcome on the occasion of workers’ demonstrations by day, and
through the presence of a host of interlopers (beggars, thieves and prostitutes) in
the city centre at night. While these were mostly peaceful transgressions, acts of
terrorism, pogroms (especially in Russia) and occasional clashes between police
and demonstrators turned urban conflict into a bloody affair.

Well written and with a much to be admired ability to transition seamlessly from
one topic to another, Lenger’s work is a model of accomplished scholarship. While
it is hard to challenge the cogency and overall high quality of his synthesis, one
area where one would have wanted to see a better integration of the secondary
literature and as convincing a presentation of the material as in all the other
chapters, is chapter 1. Although the volume’s bibliography is 45 pages long, and
the author briefly focuses on the literary myth of Paris and on the role of the
flaneur as a quintessential figure of urban modernity, from the perspective of
Charles Baudelaire and Walter Benjamin, important works by Timothy J. Clark,
Christopher Prendergast, Priscilla Parkhurst Ferguson and Jean-Pierre Bernard on
the representation of Paris in the art and writings of the long nineteenth century are
not included. The lack of focus on the genealogy of the subjective construction of the
city in these works, as well as the chapter’s chronological limitation to a coverage
of London’s Great Exhibition of 1851, Paris’s rebuilding under Haussmann and
Exhibition universelle of 1867, as markers of the two cities’ claim to the status of
‘capitals of the nineteenth century’, leave out discussion of the positioning of
London as the centre of a global empire, and of the role of 1789, 1830 and 1848
Parisian revolutions, the building of the Eiffel tower, the world fairs of 1889 and
1900 and the introduction of electricity (which made Paris to be known as City
of Light) – that also undergirded those claims, making this chapter less rounded
than the others. Notwithstanding, with its panoramic survey of European urban
history between 1850 and 1914, the book will enable many students to acquire
a bird’s eye perspective of developments at a continental scale, before delving
deeper into specific topics. As such, it will fulfil an important role in attracting new
practitioners to the field, as well as being a text that could be successfully assigned
to undergraduates.

Alexander Vari
Marywood University, PA

Mark Clapson and Peter J. Larkham (eds.), The Blitz and its Legacy:
Wartime Destruction to Post-War Reconstruction. Farnham: Ashgate, 2013.
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World War II gave us better fire brigade services and better residential schools for
the disabled. It also led to the filling in of canal basins when the piles of debris
from bombed buildings blocked London streets, and it concentrated ministerial
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