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colonial frontier, in the zones where a state had a presence on the ground but had yet to
establish formal sovereignty, echoed back to the metropolitan center.

Canonically, historians of capitalism focused on Europe as the economic and cultural center
of gravity. In their version of events, capitalism was born in the factories and mills of rural
England. Industrialization allowed Europeans to gain footholds in global trading networks,
and eventually to create their own empires throughout much of the world. Recently scholars
have used Atlantic History to attribute world-historical change to mutual influences among
various regions and cultures, rather than the simple imposition by a more “advanced” Europe
on the rest of the world. Its focus on the edges of empire makes Building the Atlantic Empires a
valuable contribution to the scholarship.
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The establishment of Western colonies in Asia during and after the fifteenth century opened the
doors to an unprecedented wave of human movement across transnational borders. This set off
not only new encounters between different cultures and ethnicities but also resulted in ideas of
“miscegenation,” racism and exploitation, often towards “non-white” populations. Dawn
Bohulano Mabalon’s account of the Filipino American community in Stockton falls into this
larger picture of ethnic tension, identity negotiation, and rigid social hierarchy. Reconstructing
the history of this community from a human-centred approach, Little Manila Is in the Heart
weaves personal and collective experiences and their responses to international events through
three main themes: the process of racialization and cultural transformation of provincial
immigrants into modern Filipino Americans, the connection between race, place and space in
shaping this identity during the twentieth century and finally, the politics of historical memory
and the urban landscape.

In the first part of Little Manila Is in the Heart, Mabalon recounted the earliest trans-
formation of Filipinos in Stockton from individual settlers to conscious members of a
strengthening ethnic community. The first group of Filipinos/indios left a recently re-colonized
Philippines in search of better work prospects in the United States of America. Impoverished
and uneducated, the Filipinos toiled in plantations and were divided by both housing
arrangements and the fact that most people could only speak their native dialects. Gradually,
smaller communities began to emerge: within the plantations, the Filipinos shared common
grievances of being situated at the bottom of the caste system; after work, native activities like
escrima and cockfighting were brought into Stockton and bonded some Filipinos. As the
number of Filipinos continued to grow in Stockton, a sense of community grew with the
emergence of social and labour organizations, Filipino newspapers, the rise of boxing and
Filipino boxers and escalating social segregation between the “whites” and the “coloured.”
Although the consciousness of being “Filipino” grew stronger by the day, the desire to be
American was not forgotten and achieved through urban lifestyles and Fourth of July
celebrations.
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Between the 1930s and 1960s, the Filipinos of Stockton continued to negotiate their Filipino
American identities by shifting towards “Americanness.” For one, women were empowered
with new roles that allowed them more freedom and authority: from beauty pageants to
managing private businesses, women challenged the traditional ideal of women as quiet,
demure and “Oriental.” In looking for partners, Filipino women preferred “white” gentlemen
to fellow Filipino men. In religion, many Filipinos gave up Catholicism and converted to
Protestantism. This resulted in a divergence within Stockton’s Filipino community between
conservative-minded first generation migrants and their younger counterparts: discussions, for
instance, were made suggesting that beauty queens should uphold the Filipino standards of
womanhood. Despite the rising tension in the process of constructing the Filipino American
identity, social events and external factors also influenced the future of this production. In 1939,
a large-scale strike for wage increase demonstrated unprecedented solidarity within the Filipino
community of Stockton and during the Second World War, shifting racial discourses in favour
of the Filipinos and their war contributions renewed the public image of the Filipinos as heroic
American allies and “good” Asians. Public spaces, therefore, became important platforms
for the Stockton pinoys to gradually mould a hybrid Filipino-American identity that was
sometimes conflicting and overlapping: beauty pageants commercialized women and sex as
much as they served as a space for the “modern” Filipina and the conservative Filipino to
achieve their own interests.

In the last part of Little Manila Is in the Heart, the disappearance of the Filipino town in
Stockton concluded Malabon’s main intention of recording its history. After the end of the
Second World War, Stockton’s Filipino community exploded with newcomers as more
Filipinos and Filipinas arrived, many of whom had received considerable education back
home. A clearer social hierarchy and ideological differences emerged, particularly resulting
from a lack of mutual trust between the old and new migrants. When a Filipino ran for public
office, the old Filipinos initially supported their trusted Italian-American candidate. In a
post-colonial context, the old “Pilipino” was reconstructed as the new “Filipino;” political
awareness strengthened both in the Philippines and in Stockton’s Filipino community.
Through decades of contact and negotiation, the Filipino community in Stockton finally,
during the early 1970s, made peace and found solidarity in a more unified identity bound by the
Tagalog and English languages, Filipino values of hospitality and kinship and a selective
American urban culture. Although urban redevelopment eventually destroyed Little Manila,
Malabon showed how revisiting nostalgic streets, looking at old pictures and documenting
personal and collective stories can preserve memories that will for a long time be associated
with Stockton in the hearts of many Filipinos.

The case of Stockton echoes a larger pattern of transnational network and colonial system
that helped shape Asia in the twentieth century: widespread diaspora, the rise of an urban
culture, the emergence of public spheres, the use of English as a shared lingua franca and on the
downside, rigid social hierarchies, highly racialized mindsets and eventually, identity awareness
and reconstruction. These factors interacted to construct modern Asia and for many
Asian nations, new, hybrid identities independent but not absent of their colonial pasts. For
Stockton’s Filipino communities, two recurring ideas—a memory of home in the Philippines
and the American dream thread together the stories of the pinoy migrants throughout the
century. The histories of colonization and diaspora, therefore, are more than accounts of
migrant workers, political struggles or social negotiations but from a human-centred approach,
they are made up of the piecemeal histories of communities and human lives. Little Manila Is in
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the Heart showed how colonial empires connected space, race, and place as much as people,
memory, and emotions served as invisible links between these abstract dimensions.
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Dr. Steven Maughan is professor of History and Bernie McCain Chair in the Humanities at the
College of Idaho. His research interests are religion, gender, class, and empire in Victorian
Britain, all of which figure prominently in this monumental study.

Mighty England Do Good is the 23" yolume in the excellent Wm. B. Eerdmans series edited
by R.E. Frykenberg and Brian Stanley, “Studies in the History of Christian Missions.”
Beginning with the first volume in 2004, Wilbert R. Shenk’s North American Foreign Missions,
1810-1914, this series has consistently published studies of Christian missions of the highest
quality scholarship.

There are two caveats to this book that should be addressed up front. First, although the title
suggests a study of Church of England mission societies in the empire and the world, the true
focus is much narrower. Maughan has written a rich and meticulously researched inquiry into
the construction of English national identity during the age of New Imperialism, and how the
Church of England and its mission societies and missionaries at home and abroad, shaped, and
were themselves shaped by, that process. As Maughan himself notes, recent missionary studies
have emphasized the importance of the “missionary encounter” to both “metropole” and
“periphery.” Still, the English missionary movement “had the range and scope it did because
millions of Britons supported it with their sustained interest and substantial financial
contributions.” In Mighty England Do Good, therefore, Maughan “focuses primarily on the
sites of institutional, ideological, and social power in England that were necessary to sustain the
effort” (9-10).

Second, this intensely detailed analysis of religion, missions, and national identity in
England in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, requires of the reader a firm grasp
of all three of those elements, and most particularly of the Church of England and its various
sects—such as the High Church, the Low Church, Evangelicals, Anglo-Catholics, the Oxford
Movement, the Keswick Convention, Revivalists, Ritualists, Pietists, Universalists, Broad
Church Modernists, and Christian Socialists. This is a fascinating journey through a deep forest
of identity and religion set in late Victorian and Edwardian England, but the journey is more
illuminating if one can identify all the trees along the path.

Essentially, Maughan sets out to demonstrate how English “missions formed a crucial set
of overseas causes and an armoury of social examples against which discussions of religion,
respectability, civilization, race, and gender could be framed. As the missionary project
of the Church of England grew in importance, it became a critical platform supporting
discussion of contested ideals for church, society, nation, empire, and international order” (21).
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