
Remembering and speaking, the authors make clear, are not only about

describing the past. One remembers the past faithfully only in light of a prom-

ised future. Stanley Hauerwas argues that Christian speech will be different

“after Christendom” when Christians remember that “nonviolence is a

grammar of truthful speech” (). Engaging both Aquinas and Barth,

Hauerwas shows how truthful speech requires not violence but the language

of prayer. Remembering/speaking are thus liturgical practices that train

Christians to speak truthfully even “in a world that thinks what we say is unin-

telligible” (). In a final chapter, Root, following a discussion of Kuhn’s par-

adigms, reminds readers that problems can seem intractable within certain

conceptual frameworks. Yet ongoing discernment—“normal ecumenism”

(one might say the ongoing daily effort toward unity)—can open up hereto-

fore unseen possibilities. And for this we wait in hope.

Remembering the Reformation is a lively and thought-provoking ecumen-

ical encounter with authors seeking to remember well, in light of our call to

unity. Due to the brevity of the volume, readers would need to consult the

authors’ other works (often cited in the footnotes) for a more developed anal-

ysis. Since most of the essays were originally delivered as conference papers,

the chapters lack any connections beyond that of addressing the broader

question. Even so, I would recommend this volume for those who wish to

study, imagine, and commemorate the Reformation in a way that moves

beyond the usual lines of division.

ELIZABETH NEWMAN

Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond
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Christine Schenk, in Crispina and Her Sisters, draws evidence from multi-

ple epigraphic and literary sources to trace the significance of women leaders

in the first four centuries CE. The breadth of this volume is truly impressive.

Beginning with a discussion of the sociocultural context of the Christian com-

munities in the early Roman Empire and a review of the literary evidence for

women leaders, Schenk then surveys images of women in early Christian art,

evidence from catacomb frescoes and inscriptions, Roman funerary customs

and memorials, and portraits of women from Christian sarcophagi, conclud-

ing with a discussion of Christian women in the fourth-century literary

sources. But Schenk does not sacrifice depth when presenting this broad

survey. Details abound at every stage, and the volume concludes with
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fifteen substantial appendices providing data on inscriptions, portraiture, and

other material remains relevant to the topic.

Starting with the sociocultural context of early Christianity in the Greco-

Roman world, Schenk outlines the factors that, on the one hand, fostered

women’s leadership in the early churches and, on the other hand, led to

the opposition and eventual suppression of such leadership. She persistently

points to the literary and epigraphic evidence for women in various ecclesias-

tical ministries and other leadership roles, simultaneously highlighting the

recurring polemic against women exercising such leadership roles—including

the previous tendentious interpretations of inscriptional and iconographic

data that have obscured the clear evidence that women functioned in

such roles.

Attributing the opposition to women’s leadership to culturally con-

ditioned views of women as inferior and subordinate to men (e.g.,

Epiphanius, ), Schenk observes, “It is therefore all the more remarkable

to find literary and inscriptional evidence that women did exercise such

roles despite the constraints imposed by an increasingly misogynist clerical

culture” (). Rather than viewing repeated literary prohibitions as descrip-

tive of the situation (which has been one of the chronic dynamics for misread-

ing the evidence), she applies the form-critical standard of reading “legal”

prohibitions as prescriptions developed to arrest existing behaviors. Thus,

each time someone like Epiphanius writes against women exercising leader-

ship and clerical functions, we know that women were functioning in pre-

cisely those roles. And the epigraphic and iconographic evidence of the

period provides substantial corroborative data for these claims.

Christine Schenk has brought together the findings of a number of previ-

ous studies to create the backdrop for a narrative of key women figures

ranging from first-century Pauline church leader Lydia of Thyatira, to

fourth-century aristocrat Crispina of Rome. Her detailed analysis of the

types of roles and authority borne by Christian women in the first four cen-

turies CE demonstrates the ubiquity of women’s leadership in early

Christianity and the significance of those women leaders for the developing

church. As other recent scholars have suggested, the story of women’s lead-

ership in the early churches is not a marginal phenomenon; rather, it com-

prises a central strand of early Christian history. Thus, Schenk’s study

problematizes not only the eventual suppression of women’s ecclesial lead-

ership in the Constantinian period, but also the persistence of such misogy-

nist structures today.

SHEILA E. MCGINN

John Carroll University
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