
Every type of IP is considered. Patents, trademarks, and copyright receive the most thorough treatment, but
readers will also find chapters on IP in designs, geographical indicators, plant varieties, and utility models. Each
chapter explains major doctrinal and practical issues for each type of IP, again focusing on how norms and rules
interact through global trade.

The final third of the book discusses any kind of IP related to crucial issues in international law, including
human rights, health, education, biotechnology, and traditional knowledge. While the chapters on each type of IP
tend to be expository, these later chapters lean more toward the normative, with well-reasoned proposals for
leveraging IP to address major global challenges. The chapter on education and cultural heritage will be especially
interesting for librarians and informational professionals. The chapters on health and new biologic technologies were
eye-opening discussions of how IP, particularly patents, affect which medicines, health care devices, and even foods,
will be available to us.

This book tells a distinctive story about IP and its place in global economic and cultural exchange. While it
would not likely be the final source for a specialist in IP for a given jurisdiction, it is an outstanding starting point and
teaching tool for courses on any IP topic. It is strongly recommended for IP scholars and students.

Benjamin J. Keele
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Indianapolis, Indiana U.S.A.
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Advanced Introduction to European Law by Jacques Ziller, Edward Elgar Publishing, Publication Date: 2020
Pages: 144. Hardback: $99.95 Paperback: $24.95

This was the first title I have read in the Advanced Introductions series, which are published by Edward
Elgar, and I was surprised by how advanced it was. As a reviewer, I struggled to imagine to whom I would recom-
mend this book for purchase. It is certainly the work of an expert, and I applaud the immense work it must have been
to write. But I hesitate to recommend it for all audiences because I think the basic function of the book is flawed. It is
an advanced introduction to European Law which unfortunately was hobbled by a very short page-count. It does not
have enough background information to function well as an introduction, and as an advanced text, the limited length
leaves the reader looking for more information about concepts and primary sources mentioned.

This is not your “idiot’s guide” or “topic in a nutshell.” The book assumes a basic familiarity with the struc-
ture of the European Union, and makes good use of the many acronyms associated with its governance. I was very
grateful for the table of abbreviations at the beginning of the book, and I must say that I referred back to it many times
while reading. As a librarian I also appreciated the index at the back of the book. Because of the advanced
introduction viewpoint, the book wastes no time on any sort of popular history of the European Union and proceeds
immediately into a discussion of the treaties which created and define the Union.

The chapters are typically well organized, with good structure and sufficient subsections to keep the reader
anchored in the topic and provide good stopping points for a reader to consider what she has learned. Because the
book begins with the treaties, the scope of European Union law, and conferral, the later chapters refer back to the
earlier chapters, so the book is best read in order. However, any person reading this text as a beginner’s guide or
as a guide to the more day-to-day functioning of the European Union should skip ahead to chapter twelve, “Acts
of EU law and hierarchy of norms,” and consider reading that chapter before proceeding on to the rest of the
text. Otherwise the reader may find herself on page 105 out of 120 before discovering the distinction between a reg-
ulation and a directive.

Professor Ziller shows the similarities and differences between the legal structure of the European Union and
other legal systems. U.S. readers will appreciate the comparisons with federal systems and the United States
Constitution, which made the multilayered European Union institutions easier to understand. However, unlike
some scholars of European Union Law, Professor Ziller focuses more on treaties than on caselaw. This sometimes
leaves tantalizingly short mentions of certain cases which can leave a reader wondering what about the details of the
case and how the case was resolved. The text is dense, but this is mainly reflective of the subject matter: a section on
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the “Monetary and Exchange Rate Policy: the European System of Central Banks and the European Central Bank”
which was limited to two pages must certainly make use of every word. But sometimes the reader feels that the book
might have benefited from a more aggressive editor, as some longer sentences require two or three readings to really
detangle the ideas and come to an understanding of the theories.

One of the strengths of the book is how Professor Ziller takes into account the legal structure of the European
Union and also shows the way it is perceived politically. He discusses that, for example, there is a tendency for
“politicians and commentators [to] complain about a ‘competence creep’ that is attributed mainly to the
Commission and to the CJEU […]” These sorts of insights are invaluable to the reader who may already have
some idea of the structure and the exclusive competences and shared competences of the European Union,
without a perspective on how these are considered and discussed politically.

As I read this book in spring of 2020, I was grateful for the deft way that Professor Ziller dealt with the
looming possibility of Brexit by occasionally mentioning that parts of the law might be affected by Brexit or that
certain special exceptions made by the United Kingdom to European Union law would not be relevant to the
European Union post-Brexit. The book was written in 2019, and if the author had spent considerable time dwelling
on Brexit as it was at that time, he most likely would have done a disservice to today’s reader and been out of date by
the time of printing. Instead, he mentions possibilities of changes which might result from Brexit where relevant and
continues on, rendering the text still relevant and useful, no matter what form Brexit may take in the future.

I would recommend this book to a limited audience. The potential purchaser must not mistake this title for a
guide intended for a true beginner or as a basic introduction or a history of the European Union. I believe this book is
best suited as a complement to further study of the Law of the European Union, for a reader who already has a basic
understanding of the structures and history of the European Union’s legal system. I think a reader could use this as
the guideposts of a course of self-study of the European Union, but would want to supplement this slim volume by
looking up events and primary sources mentioned in the text.

In the same way, a professor might assign this title as a primary course text, and supplement it with more in-
depth readings about events and structures mentioned, or supplement it with primary sources of European Union law
as further readings. But because of the organization and the advanced nature of this text, it could not be used in an
introductory European Union Law course without supplementary readings or a reorganization of the text’s chapters.
This book’s limited page count and price would also appeal to students, though the density of the text could deter that
audience. It could be a good addition for a library with an extensive European Law collection or as part of the reading
material for an advanced European Union law course.
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International Commercial and Investor-State Arbitration: Australia and Japan in Regional and Global Contexts.
Luke Nottage. Cheltenham, UK; Northampton, MA: Edward Elgar Publishing, 2021. Pp. v, 407. ISBN: 978 1 80088
081 8. US$165.00.

The future trends of international arbitration remain uncertain due to the COVID-19 pandemic and its con-
tinued impact on all aspects of global trade. Professor Luke Nottage, a long-term scholar of international commercial
and investor-state arbitration, hopes that the pandemic will push trends in international arbitration towards greater
informalization and globalization, positions for which he has long advocated.

Professor Nottage’s belief that international arbitration should be informal and global echoes throughout
International Commercial and Investor-State Arbitration: Australia and Japan in Regional and Global Contexts,
which is a collection of previously-published articles and studies Professor Nottage has prepared over the past
twenty years. His particular focus is on how Australia and Japan have approached the two subjects. Professor
Nottage updates his older studies and includes a final chapter discussing how the COVID-19 pandemic has impacted
international arbitration.

Professor Nottage organizes his studies roughly in chronological order and divides the book into three parts,
following an initial chapter introducing the book’s main themes and organization. The first part discusses
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