
argument revolves around Respiración artificial (1980) and La ciudad ausente
(1992), by Piglia. The author’s reading of works by Cohen highlights correspond-
ences with the model of the ‘sovereign society’ (Michel Foucault) and the society
of control theorised by Deleuze. Other important elements are Jean Baudrillard’s
concepts of simulacra and hyperreality, and a range of literary sources including
the Book of Ecclesiastes, Ulysses (1922) by James Joyce, and the novels of Kafka.
Cohen is read as the author of a ‘sociological and philosophical project’ (p. 129)
centred on revolutionary desire, the acknowledgement of failure and the import-
ance of resistance.

In Respiración artificial, Piglia offers a philosophical reflection on the nature of
the military regime and the discursive structures that underpinned it. Primacy is
granted to the conception of the law that was earlier established by René
Descartes and developed by Kant and which Geraghty proposes ‘constitutes the
microfascism that sustains the modern state’ (p. 148) in Piglia’s novel; Kafka also
contributes to the network of ideas in Respiración artificial, where the imprint of
Deleuze is again manifest. At this point, the reader appreciates the interconnected-
ness of the chapters of Geraghty’s study and between the authors featured in it.
With unquestionable mastery, Geraghty develops a multi-faceted argument that
moves in various directions: forwards, sideways and performing various loops.
Certain key terms (capitalism, violence, resistance) are constant, from the title
page to the conclusion. The same goes for a set of thinkers (Deleuze, Kafka
et al.) who emerge as the theoretical mainstays of The Polyphonic Machine. To
these we must add the names of Bernard Stiegler (theoriser of ‘psycho-power’
(p. 168)), the Joyce of Finnegans Wake and Piglia himself qua author of both
Respiración artificial and La ciudad ausente, a science-fiction novel that offers a
dystopic vision of contemporary capitalist society and envisages ‘new ways of
being’ (p. 199) to which Aira and Cohen are also committed. A well-wrought con-
clusion summarises the main lines and intricacies of Geraghty’s argument, where
similar yet distinctive voices resonate in a powerful polyphony.
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The study of Arabs in Latin America has grown steadily over the last 20 years, espe-
cially with regard to diaspora communities in Argentina, Brazil and Mexico, where
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most Syrians and Lebanese have migrated since the end of the nineteenth century.
Most scholars working in this field write about the migratory patterns and distri-
bution of Arabs inside Latin American states, the extent of their economic and
socio-cultural integration and their building of ethnic communities and associ-
ations. Recently, transnational movements and economic links, religion and gender
have also started to gain attention. Although this new book by Raanan Rein (who is
a well-established scholar of Argentine history, focusing in particular on the Jewish
and Arab communities in that country) and Ariel Noyjovich is situated within
these current studies, its focus falls on a field of research that has so far received
little attention: namely the political integration of Argentines of Arab origin and
descent during the period of Peronism (1946–55). Therefore, the authors not
only refer to the narratives of Arab communities in Argentina (Chapters 3 to 5),
which they explore by referring to articles from various ethnic magazines, but
also analyse the discourses of Juan and Eva Perón (Chapters 1 and 2), alongside
other contemporary politicians. By adding the viewpoint of Argentines of
non-Arab descent, they thus avoid a one-sided perspective.

The selected time period is especially interesting not only because of the political
and economic upheavals that took place in Argentina under Juan Perón, but also
because of the international events that followed the Second World War, such as
the reconfiguration of world powers, the independence of Syria (1946) and
Lebanon (1943), the founding of the State of Israel and the coming conflicts
between the Palestinians and Israelis. Within this international political and eco-
nomic context, Perón searched for ways to secure Argentine sovereignty and eco-
nomic growth via a nationalist-populist ideology, thus adopting an Argentine
Third Position (Tercera Posición) between capitalism and communism and forging
links with the new allies he found in states such as Syria, Lebanon and Israel. The
domestic policies of Peronism were characterised by efforts to stimulate internal
industrialisation and grow its electoral base by integrating formerly marginalised
sectors of the population, such as the working classes, women, migrants and ethnic
communities. Throughout the book, the authors argue convincingly that Peronism
broke away from the former domestic policies that sought the socio-cultural assimi-
lation of migrants, the so-called crisol de razas (melting pot), by adopting a more
tolerant, multiculturalist stance that enabled migrants and their descendants to par-
ticipate in the political system without effacing their ancestral ties. This position of
ethnic and ideological ‘tolerance’ of Peronism gained broad support among Arab
and other ethnic communities in Argentina, but also stimulated the formation of
neo-fascist and neo-Nazi subjectivities among Argentine-Italians and Argentine-
Germans. In this way, Peronism enabled the emergence of multiple collective pol-
itical subjectivities.

Rein and Noyjovich divide their book into an introduction, five chapters and an
epilogue. They start by describing the migration politics of Argentina throughout
the twentieth century and outline some ideas about their analytical concepts, of
which ‘citizenship’ is the most fruitful for their analysis. However, the strength of
the book does not rest on its conceptual foundations, but rather on its systematic
exposition of various personal biographies and family histories. In this way, it
reveals and contrasts many examples of political careers of Argentine-Arabs,
describing their biographical complexities in ways that avoid the construction of
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stereotyped narratives. In addition, the authors compare these cases with those of
Argentines of Jewish and occasionally even Japanese descent, thus allowing the
reader to gain an impression of the more general patterns of political integration
that took place during Peronism, but without losing sight of the particularities of
the Arab case. Nevertheless, it is feasible to suppose that further comparisons
with the contrasting cases of Germans and Italians, who were not marginalised
by the former Argentine government, would have further benefitted the analysis
by illustrating the extent of Perón’s ‘integrationist discourses’.

Chapters 1 and 2 give an overview of Arab migration to Latin America and
Argentina in particular. Referring to selected speeches made by politicians during
the period of Peronism, these chapters reconstruct the integrationist discourses of
Peronism. In the second chapter, the authors show how Peronism achieved the pol-
itical integration of Argentine-Arabs by politicising their ethnic associations and
print media, and facilitating the formation of ethnic Peronist commissions to sup-
port Perón’s political agendas, thus in turn offering Argentine-Arabs the possibility
to take up public functions.

Chapter 3 situates Peronist politics in its international context and describes the
formation of diplomatic relations between Argentina, Syria and Lebanon. The
authors give examples of transnational political and economic relations between
Argentina and Arab countries at the personal, organisational and national levels.
Furthermore, they demonstrate that Arab associations not only served as mediators
between Arab communities and the Argentine political realm, but also were of great
importance in the formation of diplomatic relations between Argentina and Arab
countries. On the national level, the chapter discusses the support given by Arab
associations and magazines to Perón’s re-election. Particularly interesting is the sec-
tion on the role of Arab women and associations in Peronism, as well as a bio-
graphical section on Jorge Antonio Chibene that provides an atypical narrative of
an Argentine-Arab involved in Argentine politics.

While the previously discussed chapters illustrate the strategies of Peronism for
integrating Argentine-Arabs into the political elite, Chapters 4 and 5 change the
perspective by casting light on the socio-economic context that permitted the pol-
itical ascent of Argentine-Arabs. The authors approach this endeavour by referring
to the provinces of Tucumán and Santiago del Estero as examples, describing the
various ways in which Argentine-Arab families and persons living in those areas
converted their accumulated economic and social capital (the latter resting on par-
ticipation in ethnic associations, being eulogised in ethnic magazines and generally
being well known in local society) into political capital at the local and regional
levels. Further, they show that it was mostly second-generation Argentine-Arabs
holding university degrees who entered the public realm in the municipalities
and provinces and that the process of integration had already started in the
1930s, but gained momentum during the period of Perón’s government.

Finally, the epilogue concentrates on the attitudes of the Argentine-Arab asso-
ciations and press during the post-Perón era and how the Peronist period pioneered
the presidency of Carlos Menem, who is of Syrian descent, in the 1990s. Despite its
excellent research, no bibliographical references are given in the book’s text; the
authors bemoan this decision made by the publisher in their introduction. In con-
clusion, Rein and Noyjovich have provided a thoughtful history which is conscious
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of its constructive-interpretative character. The authors present multiple voices, not
only from the period in question, but also traced further back in history. The book
should be of interest to both scholars and undergraduate students focusing on
migration and diaspora studies in the fields of history, political science, anthropol-
ogy, geography and sociology as well as to those working on Peronism.
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Aldo Marchesi’s Latin America’s Radical Left narrates the history of the ‘New
Left’ organisations: the Uruguayan Tupamaros; the Chilean Movimiento de
Izquierda Revolucionaria (Revolutionary Left Movement, MIR); the Argentine
Partido Revolucionario de los Trabajadores–Ejército Revolucionario del Pueblo
(Workers’ Revolutionary Party–People’s Revolutionary Army, PRT–ERP); and the
Bolivian Ejército de Liberación Nacional (National Liberation Army, ELN). In the
early 1970s, these organisations came together to create the Junta de Coordinación
Revolucionaria (Revolutionary Coordination Junta, JCR). The JCR was a trans-
national radical-left coordination body, relevant during the 1960s for its widespread
presence and because it created a new radical ‘transnational political culture’.

Through the history of the JCR and the organisations composing it, Marchesi
makes a significant contribution to Global 1960s historiography, which has consti-
tuted a vibrant field of study in Latin America, Europe and the United States in the
last 20 years. He succeeds in brilliantly summarising the prolific recent literature,
and he also actively renews it, mainly regarding the debate on the ‘New Left’.
The author argues that the Southern Cone ‘New Left’ organisations, which had
their roots in socialism, communism or Trotskyism, developed a new radical ‘pol-
itical culture’ transnationally after being deeply affected by the Cuban Revolution.
Theirs was not a universalist, but a Latin Americanist ‘political culture’, one that
viewed violence and transnational action as the main mode of fostering revolution-
ary change. Its transnational formation – and this is one of the author’s strongest
hypotheses – was made possible and was profoundly affected by the activists’ shared
experience of exile, first in Uruguay, then in Chile and finally in Argentina, before
having to move (for those who could) to other countries or continents.

The book covers an almost 30-year period and several Southern Cone countries.
To execute such an ambitious project, the author combines transnational and
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