
Joselle Dagnes, Davide Donatiello and Luca Storti shed light on the expansion of the Italian mafias
within Europe. More specifically, in Germany, after the Duisburg massacre in August 2007, when
six men connected with the ’Ndrangheta were shot dead in front of a pizzeria, an anti-mafia move-
ment in Berlin,Mafia? Nein Dankewas founded. France is a hub of autochthonous as well as for-
eign groups coming from the Balkans and other Eastern European countries and of the
’Ndrangheta, in the south of the country; Camorra groups are increasing in number and strength
in the UK. The Netherlands and Belgium are strategic sites for international drug trafficking,
where Antwerp, Amsterdam, and Rotterdam are the main gateways (chapter 13). In the concluding
chapters, Felia Allum and David Bright discuss the ’Ndrangheta and Camorra in Australia, first as a
well-established presence (in 2015 there were approximately 25 families, who continued to exer-
cise violence against law enforcement agencies and politicians) and second as a light, invisible,
fast, and mobile presence (chapter 14); and Antonio La Spina reports on the anti-mafia fight in
Italy and abroad. Unfortunately, in spite of all efforts, these criminal organisations still exist,
some in weakened forms (chapter 15).

This book is an important read for all scholars interested in criminology, economics, politics,
Mediterranean studies, and cultural studies. With the increasing number of university courses
focusing on mafias, this volume should be a required textbook. I am encouraged to see an in-depth
and multidimensionally researched volume that discards any notion of the romanticised criminal-
ity that the media relentlessly promote, particularly outside of Italy.

Giovanna Summerfield
Auburn University

summegi@auburn.edu
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DopoMussolini. I processi ai fascisti e ai collaborazionisti, by ANDREAMARTINI, Rome, Viella,
2019, 372 pp., €29.00 (paperback), ISBN 978-88-3313-096-5

The fall of fascism in Italy was painfully slow. On 25 July 1943, the Fascist Grand Council
withdrew the military supreme command from Benito Mussolini, thus initiating the overthrow
and subsequent arrest of Il Duce. After Mussolini’s liberation, he proclaimed the Repubblica
Sociale Italiana (RSI) and, with Germany’s support, he kept fascism alive in Northern and
Central Italy. A civil war ravaged the country for almost two years, killing over 55,000 Italians.
In the violent transition from a dictatorship to a democracy, Italy faced a dilemma: how should
it deal with former fascists and collaborators? Since it is commonly accepted that Italy failed to
bring major war criminals to justice, it is surprising that historians have mostly neglected to make
an in-depth analysis of the mechanisms of Italy’s courts charged with the prosecution of former
fascists and collaborators.

In his book Dopo Mussolini, published by Viella in 2019, the Italian historian Andrea Martini
deals with Italy’s trials against Italian fascists and collaborators between 1944 and 1953. He
focuses on the actual judicial proceedings, including summary executions, symbolic rites (e.g.,
tonsures), criminal trials and amnesties. Using ideas derived from transitional justice studies
and a wide selection of case studies, Martini argues that only a close examination of the genesis
and mechanisms of these judicial procedures within their national and international contexts
can offer a nuanced understanding of Italy’s struggle to come to terms with its past (p. 13).
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Based on extensive archival research in Italy (the author visited 23 archives), Martini investi-
gates in a chronological structure, the development, changes and adjustments of the judicial pro-
cedures against fascists and collaborators during the transition period between dictatorship and
democracy. Beginning with the decree-law n. 134 (26May 1944), which first established the crim-
inal offence of ‘collaborator’, and ending with the last presidential decree that offered amnesty (19
December 1953), he offers a stimulating insight into Italy’s transition from a retributive period to a
restorative period and finally to a realist phase of justice when dealing with former fascists and
collaborators.

In Northern Italy, initial purges against fascists and collaborators were conducted by anti-
fascists and partisan groups. Such purges often occurred without the consent of the Italian govern-
ment, thus underscoring its weak position. Seeking swift justice for crimes committed against
them, these groups declined to hand over the defendants to the ordinary Courts of Assizes,
which were tasked with distributing justice in the southern part of the country. They mistrusted
the magistrates presiding over the ordinary courts, as many of these magistrates had served
under the Fascist regime. In an attempt to regain nationwide control over the judicial proceedings,
the Allies pressured the Italian government to create special tribunals as demanded by the anti-
fascist groups. These courts, which included lay judges from partisan groups, were first established
in Northern Italy and subsequently extended to the southern regions.

Martini not only compares the regional varieties of the judicial practices, highlighting similar-
ities and differences in a convincing fashion, but also analyses the reciprocal learning processes
between Italy and France. The Allies pressured the Bonomi government into using the trials against
Nazi collaborators in France as a blueprint for Italy’s special courts in order to accelerate the
conclusion of the court cases. However, Martini stresses that the situation in Italy was much
more complex. While France only brought some collaborators to justice, Italy had to deal with
two types of defendants: those who collaborated with the Nazi regime during the RSI, and
those who had helped to establish and consolidate the Fascist regime since 1922. The vagueness
of the category ‘collaborator’ and the fact that thousands of Italian citizens were involved in the
Fascist regime, caused many Italians to fear unjust and disproportionate retributions. Martini con-
vincingly argues that this feeling was one of many reasons (e.g., Cold War) that would ultimately
lead to a moderated public demand for justice.

By closely examining the judicial proceedings, Martini is able to offer a nuanced picture of
Italy’s complex journey of coming to terms with its own past during a critical transition period.
While he rejects the claim that Italy never tried in all sincerity to bring Italian perpetrators to justice,
he does offer new insights into why and how the partial purges ultimately favoured the resurgence
of fascism in postwar Italy. He stresses the importance of the brevity and contradictory nature of the
trials, as well as regional differences resulting directly from the civil war. While most trials were
conducted in Northern Italy, there was never a trial that garnered nationwide awareness; there was
no ‘Italian Nuremberg’. As a consequence, the brutality of fascist crimes and atrocities, as well as
the culpability of those who supported the regime was only known to a few.

Overall, Martini’s well-written study illustrates the importance and value of a thorough investi-
gation of the multi-faceted judicial proceedings, including public protests, courtroom tensions, laws
and interventions by various courts, Italian politicians and the Allies. Nevertheless, Martini’s work
does contain some minor flaws; a more detailed index with information on Martini’s protagonists
would have made it easier to keep track of the events and their significance. Moreover, Martini pre-
dominantly uses Italian historiography or studies that were translated into Italian. A more balanced
selection of Italian, German, French and Anglo-American (e.g., Michele Battini, Robert Ventresca)
literature would have further enriched his study. This leads directly to the main issue, which is more
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of a suggestion for further research than a criticism.While Martini briefly addresses the French case,
he does not engage thoroughly with similar events in other European countries nor does he address
Italy’s blocking of extradition requests by countries such as Yugoslavia. An integration of Martini’s
findings into a wider European context would provide further insights into the European transition
period and highlight Italy’s peculiarities.

These last remarks do not detract from the fact that Martini’s book is a very convincing and
long overdue study of Italy’s trials against former fascists and collaborators between 1944 and
1953. His work is complemented by a useful bibliography that lists the various national, regional
and local archives that Martini consulted for his study. His book is an excellent resource for
scholars exploring Italy’s complex and painful transition from a dictatorship to a democracy.

Tobias Hof
Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München

tobias.hof@lrz.uni-muenchen.de
© 2020 Association for the Study of Modern Italy
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Assassins against the Old Order: Italian Anarchist Violence in Fin de Siècle Europe, by
NUNZIO PERNICONE and FRASER M. OTTANELLI, Urbana, University of Illinois Press, 2018,
ix + 219 pp., $30.00 (paperback), ISBN 9780252083532

The tragedy of this book is that the author, one of the world’s foremost authorities on Italian
anarchism, did not live to see its completion. The original manuscript was 700 typed pages. We
must heartily thank Fraser Ottanelli for editing it down into the present, publishable format, and
providing an introduction, conclusion, and updated bibliography. Still, one regrets the loss of
the larger and probably more nuanced work.

As the title suggests, Pernicone focuses on the deeds and motivations of Italian anarchist assas-
sins during the 1890s, when ‘assassin’ and ‘Italian anarchist’ became practically synonymous
throughout the world. He discusses six assassins in particular: Paolo Lega, Sante Geronimo
Caserio, Pietro Acciarito, Michele Angiolillo, Luigi Lucheni, and Gaetano Bresci. The list of their
victims is familiar: the president of France (1894), the prime minister of Spain (1897), the empress
of Austria-Hungary (1898), and the king of Italy (1900), alongside failed attempts on the Italian
prime minister (1894) and king (1897). The author discusses government repression and its abuses
as well as anarchist violence, since he sees the former as a fundamental cause of the latter.

Pernicone’s aim is to destroy the myth of the anarchist as a demented, murderous, inhuman
creature by discussing the historical, social, cultural, and political conditions in which Italian
anarchist violence developed. While the view of the bloodthirsty anarchist has long been aban-
doned by most historians, it no doubt persists in the popular imagination. What is new about
Pernicone’s argument is his contention that the Italian assassins were not terrorists but giustizieri,
noble and heroic avengers whose motives were for the most part pure and selfless. Their acts of
retributive justice punished tyrants guilty of government-ordered massacres or other wrongful
deeds. The famous historian Gaetano Salvemini made a similar distinction between tyrannicide
and terrorism. Terrorists kill innocent, unknown people, while the Italian assassins of the 1890s
killed tyrants guilty of specific, deplorable acts. The Italians, unlike the French and Spanish anar-
chists, refrained from throwing bombs into cafés, opera houses, and religious processions. The
only exception to this rule of avoiding innocent victims was Lucheni, the murderer of the
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