
one and interrogates the impact of “five classifications” on post-Mao China.
Wemheuer suggests that “China’s classification system today still maintains striking
continuities with the Mao era,” even though the reformist leadership abolished the
class-line and class status, and reordered the other four classifications for the sake
of legitimating social and political hierarchies (p. 286).

This book’s unique perspective, accessible narrative, and the reasonable balance
that the author strives to maintain make it a must-read for non-specialists interested
in the Mao period. I would also recommend that specialists own a copy of this book
as a reliable guide, because it draws on a vast number of cutting-edge Chinese and
Western scholarly works on PRC history as well as a wealth of primary materials
such as interviews, internal reports and photographs from archival and private
sources.

RU I ZHANG
zrui@sfu.ca

A Century of Change in a Chinese Village: The Crisis of the Countryside
L I N J U R E N and X I E Y U X I Edited by L I N D A G ROV E and translated by L I N D A G ROV E , L I D AN
and MARC E L L A S I G U E R I A CA S S I A NO
Lanham, Boulder, New York and London: Rowman & Littlefield, 2018
xliii + 269 pp. $85.00; £54.95
ISBN 978-1-5381-1235-9 doi:10.1017/S0305741019001462

A Century of Change in a Chinese Village is a book about Lengshuigou, a northern
Chinese village located on the outskirts of Jinan, the capital of Shandong Province.
Investigations carried out by Japanese researchers in the 1940s under the Japanese
occupation provided rich information for major publications in the field of China
studies, such as those by Phillip Huang (1985) and Prasenjit Duara (1988).
Lengshuigou is now on the verge of disappearing as a result of urbanization and
industrialization – it has a large dairy farm which is a major supplier of milk to
Jinan, but most of the villagers are no longer engaged in farm work. This book,
the outcome of a project carried out by anthropologists and sociologists from
Shandong University, covers a time span from 1940 to 2012.

The book comprises eight chapters plus an introduction and an epilogue. Apart
from the very clear second chapter which deals with “Changes in village politics
and village elites” and chapter seven on “Economic structure and development,”
all the other chapters cover overlapping themes with confusing titles: what is the dif-
ference between “Social structures and social life” (chapter four), and “Social rela-
tionships and network structures” (chapter six)? Moreover, “Transformation and
future of the village” (chapter eight) is really only a summary which offers some
speculation about the village’s future. This lack of conceptual clarity remains despite
Linda Grove’s efforts to eliminate repetition and redundant content.

Pre-1949 Lengshuigou, which was formed by migrants from Shanxi and Hebei in
the 14th century, was an “atypical” Chinese village in a number of ways. First, it was
a very large village which even in the early 1940s had a population of around 1,800.
Second, it was traditionally a relatively well-off village as most of the villagers tilled
their own land and only 20 households were classified as landless. It was also char-
acterized by very low land concentration. Third and relatedly, many of the village’s
inhabitants were traditionally well educated. Finally, the village had ten lineages
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and therefore ten surnames. In a typical southern clan village, there is usually only
one lineage, one surname, after which the village is named (e.g. Gao or Wang
Village).

Despite these unique characteristics, Lengshuigou in the Mao era had a lot in com-
mon with the rest of rural China, including the fact that the number of students
attending school “swelled” (p. 12) during the Cultural Revolution, that the “develop-
ment of rural medical and health services was one of the outstanding achievements of
the period from 1949 to the launching of reform in 1978” (p. 13), and that the
Township and Village Enterprises (TVEs) developed during the collective period
“provided the economic and institutional base for the takeoff of the rural economy
during the Reform era” (p. 9).

It is worth noting that the villagers actually resisted the household responsibility
system (p. 51), a measure imposed by the post-Mao regime to dismantle the collective
system for ideological reasons. The Shandong University research project on
Lengshuigou also confirms the argument that the collective provided the initial
stage of later economic take-off in rural China: “The commune created a new
large-scale unit that was much better prepared to invest in production than the
small, individual households of the small peasant economy” (p. 211), not only with
regards to the improvement of a variety of crops, farming implements and cultivation
technology irrigation, but also scientific farming technology. Mechanization was
already developed in Lengshuigou during the collective period and the large scale
of collective labour made land-levelling projects possible, which led to better irriga-
tion and mechanization of farming, an achievement described by William Hinton
in other contexts. During “the Learn from Dazhai” years, 400 mu of land were
thus levelled (p. 212), 105 wells were drilled, 1,000 metres of pipes and 4,100 metres
of channels were completed for irrigation, an addition of 2,100 mu of irrigation land,
about 70 per cent of the village’s total land during the collective period (p. 212). This
kind of evidence contradicts the post-Mao Dengist propaganda, repeated again and
again, that the collective system provided no incentive for the villagers to work and
that the Chinese economy was on brink of disaster when Mao died in 1976.

Findings in Lengshuigou, such as “[u]nder the collective economy the state strongly
encouraged the development of commerce and small-scale sideline industries”
(p. 212) and the fact that the pig-bristle processing factory which still operates
today was set up in 1964, also contradict the received wisdom on the collective system
in the era of Mao.

Fast forward to the current situation of the village: Lengshuigou is about to dis-
appear. A new East Jinan Passenger Terminal is under construction, and some of
the village’s land was requisitioned in 2015. By 2018 this place would be (the book
ends with the year 2012) the biggest integrated transit hub in Shandong Province,
with a population of 100 million. There were plans for the development of a huge
commercial complex with schools and hospitals, and for the place to become a satel-
lite hub of Jinan. The village was scheduled for demolition and villagers were said to
be moved to high-density apartment complexes (p. 243).

For a book that was published in 2018, it is a pity that the Epilogue does not
include any update since 2012. It is more than a pity that for a project based on
such a well-researched and well-documented village, carried out by a well-resourced
team so near the site, there is no attempt to answer in-depth conceptual questions
about China’s model of development. Though the testimonials provided by
Shandong University’s research show that production teams were like families within
which all economic and production activities operated, there is no discussion of the
connections and tensions between this kind of social relationship and lineage
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relationship. For instance, were production teams formed on the basis of lineages?
Have there been lineage conflicts in the village? Did these conflicts, if any, manifest
themselves differently at different periods such as the Japanese occupation, the
Republic of China, the collective period and thereafter?

The book does mention that de-collectivization actually revived lineage ties, which
are now being undone (and have indeed been undone) by the recent development of
urbanization. But as a reader I would like to know how these changes are related to
the changing economic structures and villagers’ values and beliefs.

MOBO GAO
mobo.gao@adelaide.edu.au

Women and China’s Revolutions
GA I L H E R S H AT T E R
Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield, 2018
xx + 397 pp. £24.95; $36.00
ISBN 978-1-4422-1569-6 doi:10.1017/S0305741019001279

Women and China’s Revolutions offers a redefinition of the field of modern Chinese
history by raising the question: what happens to our view of China’s last 200 years
when women are placed at the centre of the account? The result, in this compelling
volume, is a nuanced and multi-layered revision with several distinct dimensions.

The encompassing direction is conveyed through the “and” of the title – at once
linking and distinguishing its two key subjects: women and China’s revolutions.
The sweep of the volume covers the succession of revolutions that have marked
China’s modern history, bookending them with a baseline period of latent social frac-
tures in the early 19th century and a later period of relative stability at the turn of the
21st century. In every chapter there is a strong empirically substantiated engagement
with the lives and the labour of women. Hershatter includes and contrasts these for all
strata – elite, working and outcast – recuperating the writings of elite literate women
and focusing as much as meagre sources permit (with the lacunae clearly noted) on
those whose lives were little or not at all recorded. The biographical and narrative ele-
ments evoke each period effectively, and allow much of the more standard history to
be presented from the perspective of women, while digressing adroitly as needed to
provide chronologies and links to familiar historical thresholds.

One dimension of the volume is the excavation of women’s lived experience, draw-
ing strongly on the words and records of these women themselves, and on the signifi-
cant and well-cited work of recent generations of feminist historians, including
Hershatter’s own exemplary research. The volume, written as a textbook, conveys
abundant substance and resources for further reading and is both meticulously schol-
arly and extremely readable. On these grounds alone, it will shape the next generation
of historians of China.

The book’s second and key thematic strand – gender analysis – provides a rigorous
and original scholarly interpretation woven throughout its account of the social and
cultural history. The dimension of this work that is especially noteworthy is its sus-
tained attention to the political symbolism through which Woman (Hershatter’s cap-
italization) is constructed and debated and through which the lives of actual women
are drawn into the revolutions of the era, and into their preludes and aftermaths. This
includes women’s own and diverse expressions in written work and in lived action.
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