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his personal experience, the author discusses the advantages and dis
advantages of the system. He thinks the consciousness that they are
earning money and that they may aid their families is of excellent
effect with certain patients ; on the other hand, many of the insane,
notably the imbeciles and the alcoholics, misunderstand their position
â€¢â€”thinkthey do not receive a just wage, and are discontented. On
the whole, the author thinks that the drawbacks outweigh the advan
tages, and the same opinion seems to be entertained by the majority of
asylum superintendents in Austria-Hungary and Germany. Dr. Berze
suggests that the present system in Austria be abrogated, that working'

patients be rewarded, not by payment in money, but by special
privileges, and that the money value of their labour, estimated as a
whole and in accordance with the old standard, be assigned to a
common fund for the relief of the necessitous relatives of patients and
for the aid of the patients themselves on discharge. The distribution
of this fund should be at the discretion of the asylum physician. This
more communistic method would secure, among other advantages, that
help should be given to the cases that most need it, viz. acute curable
patients, who on the old individualist system would receive little, as
they are precisely the cases least capable of performing remunerative
work.

In Kierling-Gugging the experiment of letting the patients hire out
as labourers has also been tried, but has been abandoned owing to
the complaints of unfair competition with free labour.

W. C. SULLIVAN.

The Boarding-out of Lunatics in Dun-sur-Auron [Die Familienpflege in
Dun-sur-Auron\ (Psychiat. Wachens., No. i, 1900.) Paetz.

This is an interesting article on the subject. Full details of the
housing and supervision of the patients are given, with a general
description of the whole system. This has been in actual work since
1892, and in March, 1899, some 700 patients were under treatment in
Dun Level, and the surrounding districts. Up to the present, women
only have been thus cared for. The no-restraint system has throughout
been maintained. Senile dementia is the commonest form of insanity
among the patients, and with the organic dementias constitutes some
45 per cent, of all the cases. Patients with epileptiform seizures, with
contractures, and even with hemiplegia are successfully cared for in
this way. It is interesting to learn also that suicidal cases can also be
treated on this plan, and, indeed, that the average of suicides is rather
under that of ordinary asylum statistics. HARRINGTONSAINSBURY.

Epilepsy modified by Treatment and Environment, with some Notes of
Two Hundred Cases. (Alien, and Neur., Jan., 1900.) Barr,
M. W.

Dr. Barr is very sceptical as to ultimate positive cure of idiopathic
epilepsy, though he gives the statistics of the Bielefeld and Craig
colonies, which record some 6 to 7 per cent, of cures. He is not
impressed by the results of surgical interference. Of the powers to
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