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consideration. The publication of private letters without
permission also deserves the severest censure.

The one point in the official report which at all favours Dr.
Lennox's charges has reference to the cooking of the food,
which " appears to have been on a considerable number of
occasions unsatisfactory." Doubtless, had this defect been
brought under Dr. Rutherford's notice by the assistant, he

woiild have been thankful for the information and acted
upon it. Unfortunately, however, the Lunacy CommissionerÃ 
report that the conduct of Dr. Lennox during the time that
he held office " was shown to have been subversive of dis
cipline/' and his statements in reference to the quantity of
the food and the condition of the patients " undeserving of
confidence," while his estimate of the cost of food in the
institution " shows an ignorance of such cost in other
asylums."

We hope that it will be long, indeed, before Dr. Rutherford
is subjected to similar annoyances, which must for the time
being seriously interfere with the proper work of a medical
superintendent, and add very unnecessarily to the already
sufficiently heavy strain under which he has to perform his
daily duties.

Idiots Act, 1886.

The above is the name of an important Act which passed
through Parliament last year, simplifying the certificates
and removing restrictions affecting the admission of idiots
and imbeciles into Training Institutions, and which we have
not found room to notice before. Previously, Training In
stitutions for Idiots and Imbeciles were regarded, in the eye
of the law, either as licensed houses or registered hospitals
for lunatics. Before a patient could be received into them
it was necessary for the parent or guardian to fill up an order,
stating that the child was a lunatic, an idiot, or a person of
unsound mind, and to reply to a series of questions totally
unsuited to the case. In addition to the order and state
ment, two medical certificates, the same as were necessary
for the admission of insane persons into lunatic asylums, and
quite inappropriate for idiots and imbeciles, were required
from independent practitioners.

Now, since all training institutions for idiots and im
beciles are really schools, in which the patients are educated
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and trained for the duties of life, and so prevented from be
coming useless members of the community, it is clear that
difficulties should not be thrown in the way of parents seek
ing education for their feeble-minded children. Again,
many parents object to having their children called idiots ;
in some cases because the children are of a much higher
mental standing, in others from sentimental reasons. The
writer of these remarks has for some time past advocated
the removal of the word idiot, and the substitution of the
word imbecile in its place. The term imbecile can then
include all cases of mental defect, whether congenital or
acquired, and avoids difficulties of classification, such as
sometimes occur when the words idiot and imbecile are
used, it being at times difficult to say under which heading
a patient should be placed, especially when demonstrating
cases to persons unacquainted with the subject. By this
Act the word imbecile becomes a legal term, and therefore
there is no legal objection to its use.

The first step in drawing attention to the restrictions
affecting the admission of idiots and imbeciles into training
institutions under the Lunacy Law, was the issue by the
Central Committee of the Royal Albert Asylum, of a
" Memorandum of Suggestions for the Modification of the
Lunacy Acts as they affect Institutions for the Training of
Imbeciles" to all who were interested in the subject.
Meetings were called to discuss the question at Lord Win-
marleigh's house ; certain decisions were arrived at, and the

Lord Chancellor eventually decided to bring forward a Bill
bearing the above name.

The chief alterations of those previously in force are :â€”
The registration of all hospitals, institutions, or licensed
houses in which only idiots and imbeciles have been or are
intended to be received ; the requirement of one medical
certificate instead of two, such certificate stating that the
patient (an infant or of full age) is an idiot (or has been
imbecile from birth, or for some years past, or from an early
age), and is capable of receiving benefit from the institution ;
a simpler statement by the parent or guardian of the patient ;
the non-application of certain provisions of the Lunacy Acts
to the Idiots Act; and the power given to committees to
grant superannuation allowances to officers or servants
employed in hospitals, institutions, or licensed houses
registered under this Act.

The Act itself is appended.
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49 & 50 VICT., CHAP. 25.

An Act for giving facilities for the care, education, and
training of Idiots and Imbeciles. [25th June, 1886.]

Whereas it is expedient to make provision for the admission into
hospitals, institutions, and licensed houses of idiots and imbeciles, and
for their care, education, and training therein :

Be it therefore enacted by the Queen's most Excellent Majesty, by

and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal,
and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows :

1. This Act may be cited as the Idiots Act, 1886.
2. This Act shall not extend to Scotland or Ireland. E^nt of

3. This Act shall commence from and immediately after the Commence-
thirty-first day of December, one thousand eight hundred and eighty- ment-

six.
4. An idiot or imbecile from birth or from an early age may, if Hospitals,under age, be placed by his parents or guardians or by any person tÂ°onÂ«'u"and

undertaking and performing towards him the duty of a parent or Â¡Â¡censed,. Â°, i r 11 'â€¢ â€¢ j â€¢i j i.-i t e il j houses for
guardian, and may lawfully be received into, and until of full age de- idiots and
tained in, any hospital, institution, or licensed house, registered under imb*clle"-
this Act for the care, education, and training of idiots or imbeciles
upon the certificate in writing of a duly qualified medical practitioner
in the Form One in the Schedule that the person to whom such
certificate relates is an idiot or imbecile, capable of receiving benefit
from such hospital, institution, or licensed house, accompanied by a
statement in the Form Two in the Schedule signed by the parent or
guardian of the idiot or imbecile, or the person undertaking or per
forming towards him the duty of a parent or guardian.

5. Any idiot or imbecile who has while under age been received 2jjf ^j011
under this Act into any hospital, institution, or licensed house, missionof
registered under this Act may, with the consent in writing of the Imbeciles"1
Commissioners in Lunacy, be retained therein after he is of full age, after ful1
and an idiot or imbecile from birth or from an early age may be *g

received into any hospital, institution, or licensed house, registered
under this Act after he is of full age upon the certificate in writing of
a duly qualified medical practitioner in the Form One in the Schedule,
accompanied by a statement in the Form Two in the Schedule signed
by the parent, or guardian of the idiot or imbecile, or the person
undertaking or performing towards him the duty of a parent or
guardian.

6. The Commissioners may at any time, by order, direct any order of
person of full age retained in any hospital, institution, or licensed bycominis-
house, registered under this Act to be discharged therefrom, and such sionera to
order shall specify the reason or reasons for such discharge and the Lunacy-

date thereof.

https://doi.org/10.1192/bjp.33.141.103 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1192/bjp.33.141.103


106 Occasional Notes of the Quarter. [April,

Registra
tion of hos
pitals, in
stitutions,

and
licensed
houses

under this
Act.

Provision
for existing
hospitals,

institu
tions, and

licensed
houses for
idiots or

imbeciles.

Notice of
reception
to be sent
to Com

missioners
in Lunacy.

Notice of
death or

discharge.

Certain
provisions
of Lunacy
Acta not

to apply to
this Act.

Inspection
by Com

missioners.

Medical
journal to

be kept.

7. The managing committee or the principal officer of every
hospital, institution, or licensed house, in which idiots or imbeciles are
intended to be received under this Act, shall apply to the Commis
sioners to have the hospital, institution, or licensed house registered
in the office of the Commissioners, and the Commissioners, if satisfied
upon inquiry that the hospital, institution, or licensed house, is a
proper one to be registered, shall issue a certificate of registration
accordingly ; and no idiot or imbecile shall be received into any
hospital, institution, or licensed house, under this Act, until the same
hospital, institution, or licensed house has been duly registered.

8. Any hospital, institution, or licensed house, which at the
passing of this Act is devoted exclusively to the care, education, and
training of idiots or imbeciles, may be registered under this Act,
and all idiots and imbeciles lawfully retained therein at the passing
of this Act may continue to be so retained without further certifica
tion.

9. When any idiot or imbecile is first received into a hospital, in
stitution, or licensed house, registered under this Act, the superinten
dent or principal officer thereof shall, within fourteen days, certify in
writing under his hand to the Commissioners in the Form Three in the
Schedule the fact and time of his reception, specifying his name and
age and the names and addresses of the persons placing him in such
hospital, institution, or licensed house, and that he is alleged to be
capable of deriving benefit from the treatment to be received therein.

10. When any idiot or imbecile dies in any hospital, institution, or
licensed house, registered under this Act, or is discharged there
from, the superintendent or principal officer thereof shall forthwith
notify in writing such death or discharge to the Commissioners.

11. The provisions of any Act relating to the registration and
regulation of hospitals, asylums, and licensed houses for the reception
of lunatics, to the orders, certificates, or reports necessary for the re
ception, detention, or treatment of lunatics, and to the care, treat
ment, and visitation of lunatics, and the books to be kept and the re
ports to be made concerning lunatics respectively, shall not apply to
any hospital, institution, or licensed house, registered under this Act,
or to any idiot or imbecile received or to be received therein under the
provisions of this Act.

12. The Commissioners shall at least once in every twelve months
visit and inspect every hospital, institution, and licensed house,
registered under this Act, and all the children and other persons
under treatment therein.

13. A medical journal shall be kept in every hospital, institution,
and licensed house, registered under this Act, in such form as the
Commissioners may from time to time direct.
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14. In the case of any hospital, institution, or licensed house,
registered under this Act, the Commissioners may by order in writing .P.rac-
direct that a duly qualified medical practitioner shall reside therein. n-'oner.

15. Nothing in this Act shall operate to deprive the guardians of ^^' Â£|
the poor of any union of the power of sending pauper idiots or guardians
imbeciles to hospitals, institutions, and licensed houses, registered Â°l e poor>

under this Act, or from receiving in respect of such idiots or
imbeciles such sums of money as shall from time to time be granted
by Parliament towards the maintenance and care of pauper lunatics
as if the same idiots and imbeciles were pauper lunatics.

16. The committee of management of any hospital, institution, or â€žnmttaMT-
licensed house, registered under this Act, may grant to any officer or animation
servant who is incapacitated by confirmed illness, age, or infirmity, or a owance>

who has been an officer or servant in the hospital, institution, or
house, for not less than fifteen years and is not less than fifty years
old, snch superannuation allowance, not exceeding two-thirds of the
salary, with the value of the lodgings, rations, or other allowances
enjoyed by the superannuated person, as the committee think proper.

17. In this Act, if not consistent witli the context,â€” Definition.
" Commissioners " means the Commissioners in Lunacy for the time sUmeÂ«?

being.
" Idiots " or " imbeciles " do not include lunatics. imbuita.

" Lunatic " does not mean or include idiot or imbecile. Lunatic.
" Hospital " and " institution " mean any hospital or institution C0?*"11?1

or part of a hospital or institution (not being an asylum for tion.
lunatics) wherein idiots and imbeciles are received and supported
wholly or partly by voluntary contributions, or by any charitable
bequest or gift, or by applying the excess of payments of some
patients for or towards the support, provision, or benefit of other
patients.

" Licensed house " means any house licensed by the Commissioners in Licensed
Lunacy, or by the justices of any county or borough, for the recep
tion, care, education, and training of idiots and imbeciles.

THE SCHEDULE. A.D^se.

FOEM 1.

Form of Medical Certificate.

I, the undersigned A.B., a person registered under the Medical Act,
1858, and in the actual practice of the medical profession, certify that
I have carefully examined C.D., an infant [or of full age], now
residing at , and that I am of opinion that the said
C.D. is an idiot [or has been imbecile from birth, or for
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years past, or from an early age], and is capable of receiving benefit
from [the institution (describing it)], registered under the Idiots Act,
1886.

(Signed)
Dated (full postal address).

FORM 2.
Form of Statement to accompany Medical Certificate.

[If any particulars in this statement be not known, the fact tobe so
stated.]

Name of patient, with Christian name at length.
Sex and age.
When and where previously under care and treatment.
In any asylum or institution.
Whether subject to epilepsy.
Whether dangerous to others.
I certify that to the best of my knowledge the above particulars

are correctly stated.
(Signed) Name and full postal address.

[To be signed by the parent or guardian of the idiot or imbecile
or the person undertaking and performing towards him the
duty of a parent or guardian.]

FORM 3.
Form of Certificate of Reception.

I hereby certify that aged was admitted
into on the day of , 18 , on the
request of of and
of and that he [or she] is alleged to be capable of
deriving benefit from the treatment he [or she] will receive herein.

A.B.
Superintendent or
Principal Officer.

Dated this day of 18 .
To the Commissioners in Lunacy.

Honours Examination in Psychological Medicine.
The Gaskell Prize.

As will be seen from the advertisement, an examination
for Honours in Psychological Medicine will take place in
London next July. It was a fortunate circumstance that
shortly after the establishment of the Pass Examination for
the Certificate of Efficiency in Psychological Medicine, under
taken by our Association, a fund was placed at its disposal,
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