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The public and even the profession need to appreciate that
although some cases with slight mental symptoms (which are
merely epiphenomena) may recover under unskilled nursing,
such care may often do infinite harm when there is serious dis-
order. Many epiphenomenal cases, from want of proper dis-
crimination, are unnecessarily removed from home, and by
their recovery encourage the belief that skilled nursing is not
needed in mental disorder.

There have been, and no doubt still are, many indifferent
mental nurses, but there is a wide gulf between the hospital
and the efficient mental nurse.

The high personal qualities demanded of asylum nurses,
which are too frequently passed over as a matter of course,
cannot be too forcibly and publicly insisted on, both to over-
come the prejudice that survives from a time when asylum
keepers were untrained and uneducated, and to draw to the
service people of a higher grade.

Lunacy Prophecy.

A contemporary reports a Detroit “ doctor and scientist,”
“after a careful investigation of existing conditions,” as asserting
that ‘“ 260 years hence everyone in the United States will be
insane.” The population by that time will amount to a few
hundred millions, so that this prophecy affords an opening for
much speculation. Imagination paints the General Paralytic
Progressive Party contesting with the chronically Hallucinated
Conservative faction.

Religion would certainly be the province of an epileptic
priesthood, with many melancholic devotees.

Paranoia would add interest to philosophy, while confusional
cases would probably revel in metaphysics. .

Literature and science would be the province of the idiot
savants, whilst the labour of the community would no doubt fall
to the dements.

Similar predictions were no doubt made some fifty years ago
in regard to criminality, but fortunately they are not being
fulfilled. Eternal hope suggests that perhaps lunacy may not
continue to progress by leaps and bounds, and that three
centuries hence America may not be more mad than England
at the time of Hamlet.
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