
how it continues to function as a site and symbol of the black body in pain, although –
or perhaps because – it has become a popular tourist destination. Throughout Afro-
Paradise, Smith calls attention to how ongoing performances of conquest, colonisation
and slavery continue into the twenty-first century. In so doing, Afro-Paradise high-
lights the deep entrenchment of anti-black racism and violence in local and national
contexts in which blackness is both hypervisible and invisible.
While Smith began the research for Afro-Paradise in the early s, the book’s

publication in  coincided with intense mobilisation in the United States and glo-
bally by the Movement for Black Lives, as police killings of African Americans in the
United States became a nearly daily occurrence. This broader, transnational context of
anti-black violence highlights the significance and resonance of Afro-Paradise beyond
Brazil, as Smith notes at several points in the book. At the same time, the rich and
nuanced ethnographic detail provided in the book underscores the particularities of
state violence perpetrated against black communities in Brazil. Afro-Paradise is a sober-
ing analysis of longstanding and ubiquitous practices of state terror and genocide, prac-
tices that have become more common with the shift away from democracy in Brazil in
recent years.
In Afro-Paradise, Smith does the important work of challenging Brazil’s image as a

racial democracy through highlighting ongoing practices of anti-black racism and vio-
lence. This study goes beyond previous research on racial discrimination in Brazil by
forcefully arguing for the impossibility of black citizenship, and by extension racial
equality, in contemporary Brazil. This study will be of interest to students and scholars
in performance studies, anthropology, African diaspora studies, Brazilian studies, and
violence studies.

K IA L ILLY CALDWELLUniversity of North Carolina, Chapel Hill

J. Lat. Amer. Stud.  (). doi:./SX

Colin Clarke, Race, Class, and the Politics of Decolonization: Jamaica
Journals,  and  (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, ), pp. xvii + ,
£., hb

In this instructive volume, Colin Clarke shares his original fieldwork journals from his
research conducted in Kingston, Jamaica, in  and . The first of these journals
covers the year leading up to Jamaican Independence in ; the second covers a
shorter period in  and offers an interesting opportunity to reflect on the
impact of Independence, and on Jamaica’s refusal to join the West Indies
Federation. It was a period of immense self-empowerment, excitement and potential
as well as of intense suspicion, political manoeuvring and poverty. These journals are
significant for offering a rarely seen insight into the emergence of an academic sensibil-
ity that has become one of the foremost voices in the study of the Caribbean. It is also
invaluable for supplying a unique viewpoint from which to understand the mixture of
race, politics, and class discussions energising such diverse groups as high-class dinner
party guests and groups of Rastafarians in impoverished areas of downtown Kingston
around the time of Independence.
Colin Clarke’s entries in the first of the journals give an insight into the energetic

discussions happening in the tumultuous year leading up to Independence. The most
insightful entries indicate the conflict occurring over how to position and frame social
and political disaffection. Clarke captures these discussions well when he rhetorically
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enquires: ‘Does Jamaica suffer from class or color prejudice?’ (p. ). Such assertions
can be striking given that race and class overlapped considerably, and continue to do so
in the present. Yet, the importance of the journals resides in their ability to give an
insight into a context before the possibility for critical reflection and deduction.
Indeed, it is surprising to learn that organisations campaigning for Black self-
empowerment in  could also be antagonistic towards those espousing Marxism
and the overthrow of the colonial class system. Although many powerful thinkers,
such as Marcus Garvey and C.L.R. James, had long argued that race and class in the
Caribbean might be viewed as two facets of the same overarching problem of white
British Imperialism, these views were yet to become widespread in the population.
Moreover, the threat of the spread of communist revolution such as that seen two
years prior in Cuba made the stakes of such arguments readily apparent.
A thread running through these journals is the emergence of Rastafarianism as a

significant force in Jamaican society. Although Rastafarianism has its origins in
Jamaica in the s, the movement gained particular momentum in the s and
s with an increasing awareness of independence from British colonial rule and
a global sense of Black self-improvement. Fears of the movement offer a fascinating
layer of depth to the journals, as Clarke includes insights gleaned from the Local
Standing Intelligence Committee Reports compiled by Jamaican special forces and
the Special Branch reports compiled by their British counterparts, which reveal the
data being compiled on figures involved in anti-colonial movements. The journals
benefit significantly from Clarke’s access to the figure of Ras Sam Brown, the first
Rastafarian to stand for political office, and one of the foremost proponents of
Rastafari in the early s. Without such journals, it would be easy to forget the
very real depth of suspicion and security forces surveillance that accompanied the
movement in the first decades of its emergence, culminating in the Coral Gardens
massacre in .
The second of the journals revisits many of the same themes, and it is interesting to

see how a large number of the discussions begun at the start of the s were having a
dramatic impact in . When Colin Clarke returns to the Town Planning
Department in which he collated much of the data for his thesis, he finds that
‘almost all the senior white personnel … have left’ (p. ). Perhaps in part due to
the schism between those arguing for Black empowerment and those engaging in
class struggle, the Guyanese Walter Rodney emerges as a key figure uniting the two
groups; Clarke’s journal covers the period at which he was lecturer in African
History at the University of the West Indies, Mona campus, in Kingston. Rodney
was effective at the time for ‘making connections between left-wing students and
poor blacks’ (p. ) and catalysing and energising the debates begun in . This
 journal therefore offers a compelling addition to the longer  journal and
contributes significantly to tracing the trajectory from the debates of race and class
at the beginning of the decade to more holistic understandings of Black Power at
the end of it.
Alongside these important additions to understandings of Jamaica in the s, the

journals also offer a glimpse into the emergence of an important scholar. At times, the
entries can be disturbing, for example in the occasional generalisation of black-
empowerment activists as ‘the racists’ (p. ). However, the decision to include
such language unchanged reflects a commitment to maintaining the authenticity
and subjectivity of journals accompanying fieldwork. Although at times uncomfort-
able, these serve as a reminder that societies and politics can alter dramatically. The
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entries demonstrate how journals might operate as a space for thinking through
complex realities before the demands to condense these thoughts into a coherent aca-
demic piece. Journal entries such as: ‘People in West Kingston are living outside the
law’ (p. ) clamour for further elucidation, but also reveal the myriad of possible
avenues for research that might arise during fieldwork. Making it plain that even
very accomplished academics might not be able to follow every lead, or cover every
aspect of a topic, reveals the importance of recognising the positionality of the
researcher.
Colin Clarke is an Emeritus Professor at Oxford University, and has had a distin-

guished career in Geography and Caribbean Studies. The fieldwork conducted in the
s contributed to the production of a study of urban development in Kingston,
and to a number of further publications dealing with development and social change
in Jamaica. He is an engaged academic whose work inspires emergent and established
scholars alike. These journals would particularly contribute to debates over race and
class in the Caribbean, the failure of the West Indies Federation, studies of
Rastafarianism, and would be an aid to those teaching and studying research methods.

WILL IAM TANTAMInstitute of Latin American Studies, University of London
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David Wheat, Atlantic Africa and the Spanish Caribbean, – (Chapel
Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, ), pp. xix + , $., hb

In the historiography of the African Diaspora, the early Caribbean frequently appears
as a proving ground for the development of sugar-exporting plantation societies. Yet,
David Wheat’s Atlantic Africa and the Spanish Caribbean cautions that this teleo-
logical view overlooks the important role played by Africans and their descendants
during the late sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries, during which sugar was
not the primary driving force of the region’s economy. During this period, early
attempts at sugar production had languished, as had the most lucrative periods of
mining and pearl-diving. Nevertheless, tens of thousands of African slaves entered
the region to toil in urban ports and rural hinterlands. Wheat argues that these
forced African migrants played a key role in the maturation and expansion of
Spanish rule in the region, a role that evolved out of longstanding Luso-African con-
nections that became reconfigured as they extended to Spain’s New World shores.
Wheat’s study relies on extensive archival research conducted in Spain, Portugal,

Colombia and Cuba. Using these rich and varied stories, he challenges traditional
assumptions about the connection between Atlantic Africa and developing Spanish
colonies in the Americas. Specifically, he posits that the development of the Spanish
Caribbean represented an extension of Portuguese engagement with Africa and
Atlantic Africans. Cultural knowledge acquired by Iberians and Africans facilitated
the development of a society in which forced African migrants represented a signifi-
cant percentage of the Spanish Caribbean’s settlers. Wheat has divided his study
into two parts. The first three chapters examine how the Spanish Caribbean grew
as an extension of the Luso-African world. The second part examines the social
world of the Spanish Caribbean and the important roles played by Africans and
their descendants in the region.
The first chapter focuses on Portuguese involvement in Upper Guinea and the

impact of those relationships on Africans transported to the Caribbean during the
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