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The Post-Natal Development of the Human Cerebral Cortex. By J. LE
Ro@ CONEL. Cambridge, Mass., 1939. Pp. 114. 98 plates. Price @s.

This book contains an account of work carried out in the Department of
Anatomy of the Boston University School of Medicine and the Department
of Pathology of the Harvard Medical School.

The volume is confined to a statement of the state of development of the
neurones in the cerebral cortex of the full-time fcetus immediately after birth.

Six brains from normal infants were used, four male and two female. No
sex difference was noted. In the frontal lobe no Nissl bodies were present in
any of the cells, the cytoplasm being merely a homogeneous mass. Neuro
fibrils can be seen in only some of the largest giant pyramidal cells. It is
doubtful whether there is any function in the frontal cortex of the newborn.
Myelin is present only in the anterior central gyrus, and here is almost entirely
limited to the nerve-fibres in the white matter. It appears to be present in
greatest quantity in the region of the upper trunk and shoulder and lea.st in
the region of the head. No myelin is present in any part of the parietal lobe
posterior to the gyrus centralis posterior. The quantity of stained fibres and
the density of the stain are much less in the occipital lobe than in the gyrus
centralis posterior.

In the temporal lobe myelin is present only in the cores of the two transverse
temporal gyri and of the temporal lobe. No myelin fibres are present anywhere
in the cortex or core of the insular gyri, and few in the rhinencephalon.

The occipital lobe presents the same architectonic picture as the adult
cortex.

The book is very well produced, and the ninety-eight plates are beautiful
reproductions with camera lucida drawings of the cells, etc., in the various
layers.

A very fine book. G. W. T. H. FLEMING.

Archives of Neurology and Psychiatry. Vol. Edited by F. L. GOLLA,F.R.C.P.
London County Council, 1939. Price i5s.

This volume contains the papers published during 1938 from the Central
Pathological Laboratory of the London County Hospitals for Nervous and
Mental Disorders. There are in all fifty-eight papers, and of these twenty-nine,
or one-half, were published in the Journal of Mental Science. It includes Prof.
Golla's Maudsley Lecture, and is unfortunately the last volume that will be
edited by him. G. W. T. H. FLEMING.

The StartlePattern. By C.LANDIS,Ph.D.,and W. A. HUNT, Ph.D. New
York: Farrar & Rinehart, 1939. Pp. xiii + i68. Price $2.50.

The work reported on was carried out largely in the psychology laboratories
of the New York State Psychiatric Institute.

The startle pattern is briefly the response to a sudden intense stimulus.
During the first half second after the stimulus there occurs a very complicated
patterned response which is of a reflex nature and can be demonstrated by
superspeed motion picture photography. The startle pattern has two elements,
the eye blink and the facial-bodilyresponse, and obeys all the conventional

laws governing simple reflexes. It is separate and distinct from the Moro
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