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Noor O’NEILL BORBIEVA is assistant professor of anthropology at Indi-
ana University—Purdue University Fort Wayne. In 2008, Borbieva was a
visiting scholar at the Kellogg Institute, University of Notre Dame. She re-
ceived her PhD in anthropology from Harvard University in 2007. Articles
featuring her research in Central Asia have appeared in Anthropological
Quarterly, Culture and Religion, and Ethnology. Borbieva is currently working
on a new research project that explores interfaith activism in the United
States.

MeLissa L. CALDWELL is professor of anthropology at the University of
California, Santa Cruz, and the codirector of the University of California
Multi-Campus Research Program on Studies of Food and the Body. Her
research focuses on changing practices and experiences of intimacy and
compassion in post-Soviet Russia, with special attention to poverty, social
welfare, faith-based charities, and social justice. The author of Not by Bread
Alone: Social Support in the New Russia (University of California Press, 2004)
and Dacha Idylls: Living Organically in Russia’s Countryside (University of
California Press, 2011), Caldwell is also the editor of Food and Everyday Life
in the Postsocialist World (Indiana University Press, 2009).

JuLiE HEMMENT is associate professor in the department of anthropology
at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst. Her research interests include
gender and postsocialism, nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) and
global civil society, social welfare, and citizenship. The author of Empow-
ering Women in Russia: Activism, Aid, and NGOs (Indiana University Press,
2007), Hemment has also published in Signs and Anthropological Quarterly.
Her current book project explores themes of youth, gender, and nation-
alism in postsocialist space by interrogating Russia’s new state-run youth
organizations.

RutH MANDEL teaches at University College London; she was trained in
anthropology at the University of Chicago. Her book, Cosmopolitan Anxie-
ties: Turkish Challenges to Citizenship and Belonging in Germany (Duke, 2008),
has been widely reviewed and won the 2009 Douglass Prize for the Best
Book on the Anthropology of Europe. She is coeditor (with Caroline
Humphrey) of Markets and Moralities: Ethnographies of Postsocialism (Berg,
2002). She is currently writing a book stemming from research in Kazakh-
stan on media and development. Mandel’s awards and honors include
Berlin Prize Fellow at the American Academy Berlin, Kennan Scholar at
the Woodrow Wilson Center, as well as grants from Fulbright, the Social
Science Research Council, the Deutscher Akademischer Austausch Di-
enst, the Economic and Social Research Council, and the Arts and Hu-
manities Research Council.

CurTis G. MURPHY is a doctoral candidate in Russian and east European
history at Georgetown University. His dissertation, “Progress without
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Consent: Enlightened Centralism vis-a-vis Local Self-Government in the
Towns of East Central Europe and Russia, 1764-1840,” reassesses the of-
ten positive evaluation of Enlightenment reform in European historiog-
raphy and political theory through an investigation of the political, social,
and economic history of burghers and town magistracies in Poland and
Ukraine.

THoMAS NEWLIN is associate professor of Russian at Oberlin College,
where he is also affiliated with the Environmental Studies Program. He
kept bees for several years as a young man.

SEAN R. ROBERTS is a cultural anthropologist who is presently the director
of the International Development Studies program and associate profes-
sor of practice at George Washington University’s Elliott School for Inter-
national Affairs. Roberts’s research focuses primarily on Central Asia. For
six years, he worked for USAID on democracy development projects in
the region. The author of numerous articles about Central Asia, Roberts
is presently working on a book about the Uyghurs of Kazakhstan.

JEFF SAHADEO is associate professor at the Institute of European, Russian,
and Eurasian Studies at Carleton University. The author of Russian Colo-
nial Society in Tashkent, 1865—-1923, Sahadeo is also coeditor (with Russell
G. Zanca) of Everyday Life in Central Asia, Past and Present (both Indiana
University Press, 2007). Sahadeo has published in Slavic Review and Kri-
tika: Explorations in Russian and Eurasian History. Recent articles related to
his current project have appeared in Central Asian Survey.
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