
penultimate chapter is Robert Gleave’s “Public violence, state legitimacy: the Iqamat al-hudud and the
sacred state” (pp. 256–75). The focus here again is less on representation than intellectual exposition
(in particular, concerning how Shi‘i jurists theorized the problem of whether hudud punishment
could be implemented in the absence of the legitimate authority of the Imam). The final contribution
from Manuela Marin (“Violence in Islamic societies through the eyes of non-Muslim travellers:
Morocco in the 19th and early 20th Centuries,” pp. 276–91) looks at several Spanish-language
accounts of travelers to North Africa. Marin finds that these voyagers remained fixated on oriental
despotism by highlighting the violence that emanated from an absolute sultanic ruler who they por-
trayed as exercising authority in an arbitrary way.

If there is an overall criticism that should be made of the collection it is that the volume suffers, at
times, from false advertising. This occurs in two ways. First, the volume is about violence “in the pol-
itical economy of Muslim societies” only insofar as “political economy” is understood in terms of the
state as a governance structure. Therefore, because the concern is really with state violence or vio-
lence committed by the state, the editors’ intention (in Part I) of illuminating how violence was con-
stitutive of a realm of the “public sphere” – understood as something different from the realm of state
domination – tends to go unfulfilled. Second, this tendency of the contributions to deviate from the
task of illustrating the broader themes the collection is organized according to becomes more pro-
nounced as one moves from Part I to Parts II and III. Therefore, the contributions in Parts II and
III often seem to deal less with ritual and representation than they continue to do with the state’s
monopolization on the means of violence and its legitimation through the monopolization of
those means (which is the real focus of Part I).

Apostles of Modernity. Saint-Simonians and the Civilizing Mission in Algeria. By Osama W.
Abi-Mershed.
Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2010. Pp. 256. ISBN 10: 0804769095; ISBN 13:
978-0804769099.
Reviewed by Patricia M. E. Lorcin, University of Minnesota
E-mail plorcin@umn.edu
doi:10.1017/S1479591413000156

When Charles Henri de Rouvroy de Saint-Simon died in 1825 the campaign against Algiers, which
led to the conquest of Algeria by the French, was still five years away. Saint-Simon had advocated
and written about a reconstructed and united Europe (primarily France and Britain) that would be
capable of spreading technological, industrial and scientific progress beyond European frontiers,
but he had not looked specifically in the direction of Africa. His close involvement with some of
the leading educational institutions of the day, however, in particular the Ecole Polytechnique, training
ground of France’s leading military engineers and civilian technocrats, determined the spread of his
influence to Algeria.

The apostles of Abi-Mershed’s study are Arabist military officers and colonial administrators who,
in a variety of ways, tried to introduce the modernizing principles of Saint-Simonianism to Algeria.
Re-iterating some of the themes of earlier scholarship on the impact of the military on colonial pol-
icies and ideologies in Algeria, Abi-Mershed argues, on the one hand, that no hard and fast policy of
assimilation existed in nineteenth-century Algeria and, on the other, that there was never a clear
break between a policy of assimilation and one of association. He seeks to resolve three historiogra-
phical “problems”, which he sees as intrinsic to existing scholarship that stresses the importance of
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the assimilationist impulse of French colonialism. The first of these is the privileging of ideology over
practice; the second is the tendency to evaluate the colonial bureaucracy as monolithic rather than
multi-faceted; and the third is a predisposition to analyze the decades of French rule in Algeria as an
extension of the narrative of the emergence of modern France.

Abi-Mershed’s response to the first of these problems is to emphasize that it was historical context,
political expedience and technocratic expertise, rather than “ideological clarity” that shaped French
policies in Algeria. Given the uncertainties that characterized much of the early period of coloniza-
tion in Algeria, ideological clarity was never a defining feature of French policies, however much cer-
tain coteries of the period may have advocated it as such, and not many scholars have argued, either
overtly or obliquely, that it was. If Abi-Mershed is inclined to overstate the ground-breaking dimen-
sion of his contribution to the long-standing debate on the prioritization of ideology over practice or
vice versa, he nonetheless provides a nuanced study of the tensions within the colonial bureaucracy
during the military regime and the ways in which these played out in colonial policies. His aim, he
states, is to “muddle the picture of Saint-Simonian philanthropy and to moderate the enthusiasm for
colonial rehabilitation by illustrating the exploitive assumptions and repressive outcomes of civiliz-
ing initiatives” (p. 11) and he chooses as his main focus educational policies and practices. Proponents
of Nostalgérie and colonial apologists apart, it is difficult to imagine who now takes the concept of
France’s civilizing mission at face value even when dealing with the relationship between moderniz-
ing impulses and seemingly philanthropic activities such as education and medicine. Any occu-
pation, however purportedly benign, is exploitative even in its most philanthropic endeavours.
The strengths of this work, however, lie in its attention to detail and well-argued presentation of
the shifting nature of colonial policies under the military regime rather in its overarching claims.

The first chapter of the six that make up the book is an overview of the tenets of
Saint-Simonianism relevant to France’s “moral conquest” and the way in which they became threaded
into the fabric of colonial officialdom, in particular that of the Arab Bureaux. The “moral conquest”
that Abi-Mershed describes is an attempt to gain the hearts and souls of the inhabitants of their
newly conquered territories through a range of different educational and instructional policies.
The “civilizing” impulse inherent in any educational policy is, in a situation of conquest and occu-
pation, eclipsed by the need to secure and pacify the territory occupied by creating a compliant
and governable population. It is the paradox that is at the heart of the duality of civilizing and paci-
fying that Abi-Mershed’s monograph so deftly explores.

Although the establishment of educational institutions in Algeria often occurred in tandem with
the laws promulgated in France, such as the inauguration of the first mutual school in 1833 in
Algiers, reflecting the Guizot Law of the same year, Abi-Mershed demonstrates that all such insti-
tutions deviated from the standards of similar establishments in France. So imbued were the conquer-
ors with the notion of the primacy of their civilization, that they failed not only to understand the
reluctance of Muslim families to espouse French educational possibilities but they also paid little
attention to the long-term employment prospects of those who did.

The focus on educational policies – or lack of them – to demonstrate the inconsistent nature of
colonial practices and administrative aberrations is especially appropriate as it braids together mili-
tary concerns regarding religion, gender, and security. Thus we are told that by the late 1840s, when
the conquered territory became three French departments, it was the Ministry of Public Instruction
that presided over the educational policies of the European and Jewish communities, whereas it was
the Ministry of War that did so for Muslim education; a division that says much about the differences
in attitude towards the different ethno-religious groups that made up the population of colonial
Algeria. The introduction of French practices to the Muslim population may have been the ultimate
goal, but security was the defining concern, as this division of responsibility also implies. Upsetting
orthodox Muslims, whether it was through attempts to educate their wives and daughters or by
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introducing French values and concepts too quickly, had to be avoided at all costs if “pacification”
was to be successful. Abi-Mershed does a fine job of detailing the ideological and political tensions
between the differing French approaches within the administration, both in France and Algeria,
toward educating and “civilizing” the local population.

If the early chapters lay the groundwork for the study, the real strengths of the work become appar-
ent in its second half. Here Abi-Mershed illustrates how the three-stage project to create a
“Franco-Algerian” civilization by gradually bringing together the “traditional” Arabo-Islamic and
“modern” French socio-cultural spheres was undercut by administrative scandals, bureaucratic poli-
ticking and dissent among the Saint-Simonians. But this is not just a story of administrative practices.
Abi-Mershed demonstrates how the emergence over time of indigenous elites willing to cooperate
with the French, and the increasing numbers of civilians settlers prompted the administration repeat-
edly to rethink and reshape their policies and the institutions responsible for them.

During the 1860s, the last decade of military ascendency, Napoleon III, influenced by Ismaïl Urbain
and other Saint-Simonians, promoted the notion of French Algeria as a Royaume Arabe in which the
advancement of the Arab towards “civilized modernity” could progress unhindered. The decade is
usually depicted as one of an antagonistic binary confrontation between military arabophiles and
civilian arabophobes, which eventually led to the replacement of the military administration by
that of the civilian one. Abi-Mershed complicates the picture considerably by demonstrating that
there were numerous other interests, military and civilian, that united to challenge what they per-
ceived as imperial Arabophilia. Local revolts and natural disasters added to the turmoil and
Abi-Mershed does an excellent job of tying together the social, political and cultural dynamics of
the period without losing sight of the developments with regard to education.

The text is enhanced by maps, tables and statistical charts as well as a number of useful appendices,
all of which make this a valuable contribution to the existing literature on Saint-Simonianism in
Algeria and the erratic trajectory of colonial policy during the military administration.

Writing Tangier in the Postcolonial Transition: Space and Power in Expatriate and North African
Literature. By Michael K. Walonen.
Farnham: Ashgate, 2011. Pp. 163. ISBN 10: 1409433811; ISBN 13: 9781409433811.
Reviewed by Ziad Bentahar, Université Internationale de Rabat
E-mail ziad.bentahar@uir.ac.ma
doi:10.1017/S1479591413000168

Centering on the city of Tangier and the notable expatriate authors that called it home in the mid-
twentieth century (1945–1969) – namely, Paul and Jane Bowles, William Burroughs, Brion Gysin, and
Alfred Chester – Walonen’s study offers a stimulating view on the interactions of space, writing, and
power in a postcolonial context.

The conceptual approach to space as a social entity in this book is a suitable premise to a study of
the Maghreb, in itself a region that disciplines alternatingly place in various spaces (African, Arab,
Islamic, Mediterranean . . .) but seamlessly fits in none. This is particularly relevant for Tangier, an
archetypal cosmopolitan city with a unique history, in that it fell under international administration
after 1924, and its foreign population expanded rapidly after World War II. Tangier’s multidimen-
sionality is further problematized when an outsider negotiates the spatial codes governing its popu-
lation, and renders them in travel or expatriate literature, which Walonen terms “the formulations of
the Elsewhere” (p. 5). Ultimately, by looking mainly at expatriate American and British writers’
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