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Abstract
Many studies point to the importance of parents in shaping the ethnic and/or political identity of their
offspring. However, there is a lack of consensus on the pattern of influence of fathers and mothers in
the process of political socialization. While studies in the United States and Japan show the mother to
be more influential than the father in transferring political identity to children, studies in China show
that both parents have equal importance. We suggest that these differences are owing to different trajec-
tories of modernization. Using Taiwan as a case study and drawing on the theory of compressed modern-
ity, we demonstrate how compressed modernization generates a different shift in the pattern of parental
political socialization. We show that before Taiwan’s experience of compressed modernization, both par-
ents influenced children’s sense of Taiwanese-ness, while only the father was influential after compressed
modernization. We also show the significance of a macro-level perspective for explaining differences in the
micro-level socialization perspective.

摘摘要要

许多文献显示父母对子女的种族及政治身分的影响存在着重要性。然而，在政治社会化的过程，
父亲与母亲影响的型态缺乏共识与结论。虽然美国及日本的研究表示在传递政治身分给子女的过

程，母亲比父亲更具有影响力，中国大陆的研究却显示双亲有着一样的影响力。我们提议这些差

异源自于不同现代化的轨迹。借鉴台湾案例及压缩的现代性理论，我们论证压缩的现代性如何导

致父母在政治社会化有着一个不一样的型态变化。结果显示，台湾在经历压缩的现代化前，双亲

对子女的政治身分都有显著的影响，但在经历过压缩的现代化之后，唯独父亲存有影响力。我们

也示范宏观层面在解释微观社会化层面里的差异中的重要性。
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The Taiwanese people’s sense of Taiwanese-ness and/or Chinese-ness has been a core subject of
debate and discussion in various sociopolitical and cultural realms. The most salient and widely
accepted origin of the consciousness of Taiwanese-ness dates back to the era of Japanese coloniza-
tion when local intellectuals began a series of bottom-up initiatives of democracy and self-
determination.1 The sense of Chinese-ness, on the other hand, was introduced and inculcated in
a top-down authoritarian manner by Chiang Kai-shek 蔣介石 and the Kuomingtang (KMT) fol-
lowing their retreat to Taiwan in 1949. Although the expression of Taiwanese consciousness was
largely suppressed and considered politically incorrect, it has become uncensored, widely propa-
gated and even a sign of pride for the people of Taiwan since the democratization process was
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1 Tu 1996; Shih 1997; Chu and Lin 2001. In academia at least, the idea of Taiwanese consciousness, which has been widely
discussed and internalized by the indigenous people of Taiwan, began after the island was ceded to Japan by the Qing
authority in 1895.
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initiated immediately after the lifting of martial law in 1987. The issue of people’s recognition of
their identity as Chinese and/or Taiwanese continues to be debated and researched, particularly
because this self-identification is essential to the cross-Strait relational issue of claiming independ-
ence from or reunification with mainland China.

Existing studies on the national identity of Taiwanese citizens tend to utilize either macro or micro
approaches to understanding the factors that influence a sense of Chinese-ness or Taiwanese-ness.
The macro approach mainly involves the revision of the historical context, the trajectory of coloniza-
tion and subjugation of the Taiwanese people, which shaped the Taiwanese consciousness.2 The micro
approach discusses the theory of socialization and the ways in which different socializing agents, such
as parents and school, affect children’s consciousness of their ethnic, cultural, national and political
identity.3 While the effect of parents on their children’s political identity is significant, the pattern
in terms of the effect of father or mother varies across different societies. This study explores the pat-
terns of parental influence in the political socialization of children in Taiwan by looking at the asso-
ciation between parents’ identities and the extent of individuals’ Taiwanese-ness.

The study begins by discussing the oft-cited socio-demographic perspective to explain the for-
mation and transformation of ethnic identity. This is followed by a literature review of the parental
effect on children’s political identity in other societies. In Asia, ethnic identity is often linked with
political affiliation, a factor which tends to be overlooked in the North American literature and per-
spectives. Using Taiwan as a case study, we bridge the literature by leveraging the theory of com-
pressed modernity – a path of modernization that is differentiated from advanced capitalist
societies and socialist transitional societies. We argue that Taiwan exhibits a pattern of parental
effect that diverges from other developed societies, such as the US and Japan, as well as transitional
societies like China. Entrenched in Confucianism and a patriarchal system, Taiwan has experienced
classic modernity (transitioning from an agrarian society to an industrial society) and second mod-
ernity (moving from an industrial society to a reflexive network or information society) in a com-
pressed manner. Although the socioeconomic and political aspects of the society are well developed,
the cultural aspect lags behind.4 Consequently, fathers become more important than mothers in
shaping the identity of offspring.

Our study makes several contributions to the literature on the effect of parental socialization on
individuals’ national identification. First, by applying the theory of compressed modernity, we
bring a macro perspective to ethnic identity formation and transformation, which are often perceived
from a micro- or meso-level socio-demographic perspective in the literature. Second, our study con-
tributes to the as yet inconclusive findings on the various patterns of parental influence in political
socialization across various societies. Third, our findings also bridge theories from the macro- to
micro-level to iterate the importance of contextual differences in determining the extent to which
micro-level theories of political socialization are applicable. Fourth, we incorporate the political
dimension, which, although neglected by many existing studies on ethnic identity, is relevant to
the circumstances of most Asian societies, where ethnic identity usually is linked to a particular pol-
itical affiliation. Finally, this study suggests that the consciousness of national and/or political identity
among Taiwanese is dependent on the extent to which a patriarchal culture persists in the society.

Literature Overview

Debate on identity formation/change

There are three broad schools of thought on identity formation: primordialism, structuralism and
constructivism. Primordialism claims that an individual’s racial and ethnic identity is given and

2 Tu 1996; Chu and Lin 2001.
3 Cai 1994; Liu 2011.
4 Chang, Kyung-sup 1998; Beck 2016.
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fixed and that identity formation or change is based on one’s ineffable attachment to immediate and
kin connections and the givenness from a particular social community.5 Structuralism identifies the
ways in which the structure of a society shapes the strength of an individual’s ethnic identity.6

Constructivism also looks at the ways in which identities are formed or transformed according
to contextual characteristics, but it focuses more on the development of ethnic identity.7 These
three broad perspectives examine the ways in which group identities – rather than individual iden-
tities – are formed or changed. Consequently, several other perspectives that focus on structural and
group dynamics, such as ethnic competition theory, boundary-making and pan-ethnicity, bridge
the gap by discussing the manner in which social contacts affect an individual’s sense of ethnic
or group identity.

Ethnic competition theory discusses how friction between different groups increases with fre-
quency of contact, especially in the competition for resources in the labour market. This competi-
tion triggers conflicts that push individuals and groups to mobilize along ethnic lines through
collective cultural experiences and grievances, thus reinforcing individuals’ ethnic identity.8 In
other words, ethnic identity fluctuates with group dynamics in a society. Similarly, the boundary-
making perspective emphasizes the clarity of ethnic or group boundaries. When a boundary is clear
and rigid, it is difficult for individuals to cross it and adopt a different or new identity, thus render-
ing a stronger identity among those already within the boundary.9 Pan-ethnicity, however, examines
the formation or transformation of ethnic identity with the assumption that people are naturally
rational and calculative. Thus, the ethnic identity of an individual shifts between different and/or
even politically contradictory identities depending on which identity is conducive to the individual
gaining resources.10 Empirically, these approaches apply separately to individuals from different
immigrant generations. They fail to discuss the retention or changes of ethnic identity between gen-
erations. Hence, the socialization approach – a micro perspective – tries to bridge this gap in the
literature.

Parents’ role in political socialization – a micro perspective

The socialization perspective emphasizes the transmission of norms, values and beliefs from an
agent with higher-order power to individuals with lower-order power in a unidirectional manner.11

For instance, in the US, level of education, which is a socializing agent, has been positively asso-
ciated with Asian immigrants’ sense of ethnic identity, because education transmits knowledge
and awareness of race and ethnicity, which enhances Asian Americans’ ethnic identification.12

Parents, as primary agents of socialization, also shape the political identity of their children signifi-
cantly.13 Such findings demonstrate that the structural dynamic perspectives of ethnic competition
theory, boundary-making and pan-ethnicity are dependent on the micro-level interactional perspec-
tive. Robert Hess, Judith Torney and Jaan Valsiner targeted pre-teenage and pre-adult individuals to
examine the ways in which parents influence their children’s voting behaviour, political participa-
tion and party affiliation.14 However, their study fails to discuss the effects of fathers and mothers
separately or the significance of the role they each play in political socialization. Existing debate on
the question tends to be an “either-or” proposition.

5 Bayar 2009; Smith 2010.
6 Lile 2013.
7 Kunovich 2006.
8 Olzak 1992.
9 Wimmer 2009.
10 Okamoto and Mora 2014.
11 Ikenberry and Kupchan 1990.
12 Xie and Goyette 1997.
13 Jennings and Langton 1969; Acock and Bengtson 1978; Ventura 2001; Mayer and Schmidt 2004; Mader et al. 2018.
14 Hess, Torney and Valsiner 2017.
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The father-dominant thesis is a functional perspective that emphasizes the father’s role as the
instrumental-adaptive guide to the extra-familial world, given his role as the major breadwinner
within the family and the mother’s expressive-nurturant role.15 In this perspective, the social div-
ision of labour in families accentuates the role of the father as the chief agent of socialization in
political matters, representing instrumental action in relation to the world beyond the family.16

However, contradictory to the father-dominant thesis, many studies have demonstrated empirically
that mothers exhibit greater influence than do fathers in political socialization, even with changes to
the family structure whereby mothers are increasingly integrated into the labour force in modern
society.17 Interestingly, in circumstances where parents are discordant in their political identities,
mothers still have a slight edge in transferring their political values to their children in the US.18

Although culturally different from the US, China also displays a pattern of political socialization
that undermines the father-dominant thesis to some extent. Confucianism explicitly inculcates and
normalizes gender inequality and endorses traditions for a patriarchal society and respect for
elders.19 Even after a series of modern reforms, Confucianism remains the core culture that defines
the roles of different members in a family. Thus, it is intuitive to conclude that the father-dominant
thesis should be salient in the Chinese context. In one study, however, even though talking with
fathers had a higher correlation coefficient than talking with mothers in influencing children’s pol-
itical interest, it was clear that mothers still played a significant role as agents of political socializa-
tion for families.20

Japan, like China, is also heavily influenced by Confucian values. Therefore, it would be intuitive
to deduce that Japanese mothers and fathers are significant agents of political socialization for their
children, with fathers having a slight edge in the process. Counterintuitively, Japan follows a pattern
similar to that found in the US, where children display a higher degree of agreement on party sup-
port with their mothers than with their fathers,21 and the relationship between children’s interaction
with their fathers and their interest in politics is insignificant.22 Such findings on the substantial
influence of mothers on the political socialization of children are often explained by social learning
theory and the different styles of verbal modelling adopted by fathers and mothers. It is suggested
that mothers assert more influence on children’s political affiliation because they are more likely
than fathers to encourage open discussion rather than imposing their values.23

Nevertheless, social learning theory cannot explain how the influence of fathers varies in differ-
ent societies. Contextual differences from a cultural perspective also fail to resolve the conundrum of
the different roles of fathers and mothers in political socialization. Therefore, it is not sufficient to
hypothesize from the father-dominant thesis, social learning theory, or from the cultural perspective
of Confucianism, to explain the patterns of parents’ effect on the political socialization of their
children.

Compressed modernity and Taiwanese identification

Modernization is another contextual pattern of the contemporary era, but it remains underexplored
in the political socialization of children by their parents. Classical or first modernity in a society is
marked by the rapid transformation from an agrarian to an industrial order. During the process of

15 Zelditch 1956; Slater 1961.
16 Jennings and Niemi 1971.
17 Jennings and Langton 1969; Jennings and Niemi 1971; Massey 1976; Acock and Bengtson 1978.
18 Jennings and Niemi 1971.
19 Sangwha 1999.
20 Mayer and Schmidt 2004.
21 Kawata 1987.
22 Mayer and Schmidt 2004.
23 Bandura 1962; Shulman and DeAndrea 2014.
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transition, social and institutional arrangements undergo obvious changes.24 Although many
Western or other well-developed societies have shifted away from industrialization, they have devel-
oped areas of finance, commerce and technology. These metamorphoses also disrupt the old social
orders and introduce new ones. Such societies are considered to be in the stage of “second modern-
ity,” which features global risks, individualization and cosmopolitanism. 25

Although many societies have moved from first to second modernity, the trajectory of modern-
ization differs across contexts, depending on the degree of compression and condensation across
time and space.26 There are three types of society that can be differentiated in terms of their relative
compression and condensation. The first is the advanced capitalist society, represented by Western
liberal, social democratic and developmental states, and Japan, which is autonomous and has little
external pressure to achieve second modernity. The advanced capitalist society comprises radica-
lized reflexivity stemming from its own intent, which is the driving force of scientific, cultural, pol-
itical and economic inputs and interests. Such a society experiences a low degree of time–space
compression.

The second type of society is the late-developing or underdeveloped capitalist society, which is
characterized by “dependency.” Its transition to first and then second modernity is subject to the
risks of radicalized reflexivity because of its subordination to more advanced capitalist societies
and global actors, and/or its seeking collaboration, assistance and learning opportunities from
them. South Korea, Hong Kong and Taiwan are examples of such societies.

This dependency also is found in the third type of society, which is the formerly socialist society
transitioning to a capitalist society – for example, Russia and China. This society, however, is dif-
ferentiated from the second type by its initially planned socialist modernization, which relies on a
centralized and closed sociopolitical and economic system. This then leads to structural, economic
and social crises resulting from “the built-in failures of the endlessly self-reflexive command eco-
nomic system.”27 For these societies, the time–space compression is much greater. Moreover, the
degree of compression is contingent on the “historical and contemporary entanglements between
Western and non-Western societies in colonial and postcolonial contexts.”28

Among East Asian societies, South Korea is an exemplar of a late-developing society that experi-
enced a high degree of compressed modernity towards the end of the 20th century. While advanced
capitalist societies took at least one and a half centuries to develop their first and then their second
modernity, South Korea achieved the same within less than half a century. South Korea’s rapid
achievement of Western modernity has brought risk consequences of accidents and hazards that
in many ways are similar to those experienced by Western societies earlier, but which were over-
come through social development. This experience has made South Korea not only a risk society
but also one that is highly complex and unique because of a “cultural lag” in the rapid process
of industrialization and material expansion that hinders the development of scientific knowledge
and expertise, improvements in the technology of risk assessment and enforcement of safety mea-
sures.29 The cultural lag stems from the deeply rooted Confucian value of respect for the seniority of
elders and superiors rather than for meritocracy or expertise. The serious consequences of this lag
were demonstrated by a number of Korean airliner crashes towards the end of the 20th century. The
deference paid to senior pilots meant that junior pilots felt unable to report problems or recom-
mend solutions.30

24 Giddens 1994.
25 Beck and Grande 2010; Han and Shim 2010.
26 Chang, Kyung-sup 2010.
27 Ibid.
28 Lan 2014.
29 Chang, Kyung-sup 1998.
30 Gladwell 2008.
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In many ways, Taiwan is similar to South Korea in terms of its history of Japanese colonization,
authoritarian rule, rapid industrialization in the latter half of the 20th century and the cultural influ-
ence of Confucianism. In addition, both Taiwan and South Korea have lived with the threat to their
security by Communist regimes for 70 years, even as they transitioned from military rule to dem-
ocracy. Moreover, both have been allies of the US and subject to its vast cultural, political and eco-
nomic influence. The high degree of compressed modernity is undeniable. The “Taiwan economic
miracle” – of rapid industrialization and economic growth, and quick transition and advancement
as one of the world’s leading manufacturers in the technology sector – has occurred within half a
century. This phenomenon of highly compressed modernity, with the resulting cultural lag, has
been used to explain Korea’s unique and complex risk society. In 1949, Taiwan, depleted of
resources, received a mass influx of immigrants from the mainland. Under Chiang Kai-shek and
KMT rule, rapid economic development was prioritized, and classical modernity was introduced,
transforming Taiwan from an agrarian to an industrial society for the first time in history. By
1960, owing to the limited capacity for consumption on the island, the domestic market for light
consumer goods was saturated, and so, from 1960 to 1973, the KMT switched from import substi-
tution to export substitution industrialization, pushing Taiwan’s economy towards greater liberal-
ization by establishing export processing zones (EPZs) and bonded factories.31 By the late 1960s,
manufactured goods had replaced agricultural goods as Taiwan’s main export, and by the early
1970s, the manufacturing sector overtook the agricultural sector to become the chief sector in eco-
nomic growth.32

However, the infrastructure, which was conducive to the rapid expansion of Taiwan’s economy
through industrialization, was no longer adequate for economic growth. The “Ten major construc-
tion projects” were implemented to improve the island’s transportation, communication and port
facilities, paving the way for its second modernity, which transformed Taiwan into a knowledge-
and information-based society.33 By the late 1970s, as a result of increasing wages and land prices,
taxation related to pollution and other protectionist legislation related to industry and manufactur-
ing, Taiwan was losing its labour-intensive advantage and many domestic and foreign factories had
begun moving to China or South-East Asia. To keep Taiwan’s economy competitive globally, the
government transformed the island’s industrial structure with the introduction of a plan to increase
the share of capital- and technology-intensive industries in the manufacturing sector.34

In the early 1980s, Taiwan’s economic growth was driven by the knowledge-based industry.35 By
the 1990s, rising wages pushed greater numbers of labour-intensive industries to move offshore.
With a decreased job market for labourers, Taiwanese people were forced to become a high-quality
human resource. In addition to comprehensive industrial clusters, there was considerable expansion
of the information technology (IT) industry in Taiwan.

At the same time, demand for specialized service industries was increasing.36 In the 1950s, the pri-
mary sector amounted to more than 50 per cent of the total labour employment; in 1999, it accounted
for only 8.3 per cent.37 In contrast, tertiary sector employment increased from less than 5 per cent in
the 1950s to 54.5 per cent in 1999. Looking at the structural transformation, the percentage share of
gross domestic product (GDP) for the agricultural sector decreased from 32.2 per cent in 1952 to 2.6
per cent in 1999, but there were significant increases in the manufacturing sector (from 12.9 per cent
to 26.4 per cent) and the service sector (from 48.1 per cent to 64.3 per cent) over the same period.38

31 Zhang 2003.
32 Ho 1980.
33 Marsh 2016.
34 Zhang 2003.
35 Council for Economic Planning and Development Executive Yuan 2012.
36 Ibid.
37 Ibid.
38 Ibid.
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Taiwan’s economic achievement has been miraculous, transforming within half a century to first and
then second modernity, a transformation that took most other advanced capitalist societies one or two
centuries to accomplish.

Politically, Taiwan was under an authoritarian regime during the time of Chiang Kai-shek and
the KMT. Towards the end of the 1980s, during and after the Chiang Ching-kuo 蔣經國 era, the
political system began to liberalize. Similar to the process of compressed economic development, the
modernization of Taiwan’s political system, including the development of the rule of law, the pro-
tection of civil liberties and political rights, was achieved within a quarter of the time it had taken
the advanced capitalist societies.39 However, the existing literature fails to acknowledge the ways in
which such a shift is potentially derived from macro social changes affecting the pattern of political
socialization.

Apart from compressed modernity, another contextual factor that should not be overlooked is
the change in the institutional arrangements for the household registration system. Between 1945
and 1992, household registration in Taiwan had been the responsibility of the police department.
A newborn’s household registration was determined according to the father’s place or province
of origin.40 Consequently, a child’s officially registered identity was defined by his/her father’s iden-
tity. While it is possible that an individual’s officially registered identity may be associated with his/
her perceived national identity, the extent to which it affects his/her national identification remains
a puzzle we seek to explore in this paper alongside compressed modernity.

Given that Taiwan’s experience of compressed modernity is theoretically different from the
experience of advanced capitalist societies like the US and Japan or (formerly socialist) transitional
societies like China, we suggest the following hypotheses.

Hypothesis 1: the pattern of influence of parents on their children’s sense of Taiwanese-ness after
experiencing compressed modernity should be different from patterns in the US, Japan and China.

Given that Taiwan is similar to South Korea in many ways in terms of historical contingencies and,
most importantly, the experience of a high degree of compressed modernity, we assume that there is
a cultural lag in Taiwan. The traditional Confucian cultural value of patriarchy penetrates many
institutions in Taiwan, including families, and continues to be influential today despite moderniza-
tion.41 Therefore, we propose:

Hypothesis 2: after the experience of compressed modernity, the father is the sole agent of influence
on a child’s sense of Taiwanese-ness.

To corroborate the theory of compressed modernity and the experience of cultural lag, we look at
differences in the extent to which respondents from different parts of Taiwan experience com-
pressed modernity. Since compressed modernity refers to rapid industrialization, urbanization
and (in Taiwan) advancement in technology, it is most likely to occur in urban districts, which
therefore will experience a higher degree of cultural lag. Rural districts in Taiwan have significantly
fewer demands for such rapid transformation, so the cultural lag is much less. Therefore, we
propose:

Hypothesis 3: only individuals living in urban areas that have experienced compressed modernity
will identify their fathers as the sole parental influence on their sense of Taiwanese-ness.

39 Fukuyama 2014.
40 Lin and Tseng 2014.
41 Ellwood and Pilgrim 2016.
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Research Method

Data

This data used in this study derive from the 2013 Taiwan Social Change Survey (round 6, year 4):
National Identity. The survey and data collection were devised and executed by the Institute of
Sociology, Academia Sinica, and include questions on “national identification” from the 2013
International Social Survey Programme (ISSP) focusing on three aspects. The first aspect concerns
views on cross-Strait relations, policies regarding cross-Strait relations, and identification issues
regarding Taiwan or the Republic of China (ROC). The objective is to understand whether people
in Taiwan possess irreducibly essential values or whether there can be changes in the collective con-
sciousness contingent upon changes in the actual situation. The second aspect focuses on the signifi-
cance of the measurement of individual variables in connection to the extent of global
transformation, as well as the density, breadth and significance of contact with mainland China
through cross-border exchange. The third aspect is on understanding the importance of changes
at various stages of an individual’s life, so the survey also includes questions concerning respondents’
views on politics across different cohorts (which are discussed in the later part of this section). The
finalized and cleaned dataset is available for public access, enabling us to use it for this research.

The sampling target of the full dataset includes residents of Taiwan who were 18 years of age at
the time of data collection.42 When the survey was administered, the investigators deployed strati-
fied three-stage probability proportional to size (PPS) sampling, and 2,000 cases were completed for
the group on national identification.

The first sampling unit was township, followed by village and then the individual. The sampling
was originally stratified into seven strata based on the population and urbanization indices of 358
townships and cities.43 However, owing to the extremely small population in the seventh stratum, it
was combined with the sixth stratum for convenience of research administration.

Measurement and variable adjustments

(1) Sense of Taiwanese-ness
The concept of Taiwanese-ness is the dependent variable in this study. Indicators include the extent
to which respondents identify themselves as Taiwanese on a scale of 1 to 10, where 1 represents not
Taiwanese at all and 10 represents absolutely Taiwanese.

For this study, we use Walker Connor’s concept of national identity.44 According to Connor, the
psychological and spiritual bond between co-nationals is rooted in the common belief that they are
ethnically related, and this belief renders a dichotomous view of the social world.45 In other words,
for our study, the respondents’ perception of their own identity is either Taiwanese or otherwise.
Moreover, we have run the regression for combining 8–10 versus 0–7 and 9–10 versus 0–8. The
results are more or less the same as the results for 10 versus 0–9. Consequently, choosing “10”
on the scale – absolutely Taiwanese (wanquan shi Taiwan ren 完全是台湾人) – suggests a very
strong sense of Taiwanese identity, and respondents who do so form a group with a common con-
viction; those who choose values other than 10 do not always share the same conviction, and there-
fore are “other.” We readjusted the variable by changing “10,” which represents “absolutely
Taiwanese,” to “1,” while combining all the cases that chose “9” or below into another group,
“0,” which is redefined as “otherwise.”

We realize that identity is dynamic and mutable. However, it is not the purpose of our study to
investigate the factors of identity transformation or to attempt to foresee how national identity

42 That is, they were born before 31 December 1994.
43 Hou et al. 2008.
44 Connor 1993.
45 Ibid., 386.
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varies over time. Rather, we stress the fundamental feature characterizing nationalism, which is that
“belonging to a nation does not only imply knowing who ‘we’ are but also recognizing who are the
‘others’.”46

(2) Parents’ identity
One of the independent variables in this study is the identity of respondents’ parents. As we intend
to compare the influence of father versus mother on the respondents’ sense of national identity, the
indicators are based on respondents’ reports of their parents’ places of origin.47 The choices originally
included “Fukienese of Taiwan,” “Hakka of Taiwan,” “Aborigine,” “Mainlander,” “Second-generation
mainlander,” “Kinmen or Matsu,” “South-East Asian” and “Other.” “Mainlander” and “Second-
generation mainlander” represented those whose household registration was for Chinese provinces
other than Taiwan.48 Because the focus of the study is on the ways in which parents’ identification
as Taiwanese or (mainland) Chinese affects their children’s self-identification, we created a new vari-
able for the identities of father and mother by combining the first three categories into “Taiwanese
native,” combining “Mainlander” and “Second-generation mainlander” into “Mainlander,” and omit-
ting the last three categories.

(3) Experience of compressed modernity
Compressed modernity is a macro-level social phenomenon that began with modernization.
Although there is no indicator in the survey asking respondents about their experience of com-
pressed modernity, we still are able to create a variable based on year of birth. As the development
of contemporary Taiwan has been dependent on the way in which the state has been governed, we
divided respondents into three groups: those born before 1949, who did not grow up in any form of
modernity; those born during the period when Chiang Kai-shek was in power (1949–1977), who
experienced only first modernity while growing up; and those born when Chiang Ching-kuo was
in power or later (1978 to present), who grew up in compressed modernity.

(4) Rural/urban resident
To further test the validity of the explanation of compressed modernity with the experience of cul-
tural lag, we decided to compare residents in rural areas with those in urban areas. The indicator
used in this study is the respondents’ own report of whether they live in a city or village. The ques-
tionnaire provided them with five options: a big city, the suburbs or outskirts of a big city, a small
city or town, a country village, or a farm or home in the country. We categorized the first three
options as “urban” and the last two options as “rural.”

(5) Control variables
Previously, Kuan Chen Lee and Wan-Ying Yang used the same dataset and concluded that there
was a generational difference in the way that the 228 Incident affected respondents’ sense of
Taiwanese-ness.49 The 228 Incident was an anti-government uprising triggered by the police bru-
tality of a 40-year-old widow, Lin Chiang-mai 林江邁, who demanded the return of her confiscated
contraband cigarettes. Prior to the event, local inhabitants were growing increasingly dissatisfied
and resentful of the frequently corrupt activities of the KMT authorities, such as the arbitrary seiz-
ure of private property, mismanagement of the economy and exclusion of local residents from pol-
itical participation. Therefore, we accounted for this possibility in our models by controlling for the

46 Triandafyllidou 1998, 597.
47 We are aware that using respondents’ own assessment of the ethnic background of their parents may be problematic

because their information may not be perfectly accurate. However, this method provides the closest and most appropriate
variable we can find from this survey. Future studies may consider having respondents’ parents answer such questions.

48 Fu 2016.
49 Lee and Yang 2016.
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extent to which respondents consider the 228 Incident a significant historical event that the next
generation should remember. The first control variable is place of residence in Taiwan. Because dif-
ferent industries and industrial sectors are concentrated in different parts of Taiwan, residential
location could demonstrate how compressed modernity differs by region. According to the admin-
istrative division of Taiwan, the northern region50 has a high concentration of electronic informa-
tion, semiconductor and photoelectric industries; the core industry of the middle and eastern
regions is agriculture,51 although the middle region also has some industries related to machinery
and mechanical tools, precision machinery and photovoltaic panels.52 The southern region is
renowned for solar panels and medical devices.53 Although the survey does not ask about place
of residence in terms of region, we created this variable by combining locations that are in the
same region.

Second, we controlled the level of education for both mothers and fathers. By doing so, we could
identify whether the influence of each is based solely on the cultural beliefs of the society rather than
the power or status obtained by the parents through education. Although there are 22 options in the
survey for level of education, we simply re-categorized them into none/illiterate, self-study, elemen-
tary school, (vocational) junior high school, (general/vocational) senior high school, junior college
or above, and military/police school or college.

Third, we controlled for the respondents’ own level of education in order to see the extent to
which school is influential as an agent of political socialization compared to the influence of father
and mother. We re-categorized the levels of education in the same manner as we did for parents’
education.

Fourth, we controlled for gender to observe whether there is a gendered effect on the attitude and
behaviour of mother and father towards the respondent in conveying their value of identity. Fifth,
the number of years of education is controlled in addition to level of education as an alternative
indicator for schools as agents of socialization. Controlling for two indicators of the same concept
can help to corroborate the extent to which parents are truly influential as the primary agents of
political socialization. Lastly, we controlled for respondents’ sense of pride in the nation, to
check that their sense of Taiwanese-ness has been established as a result of a unidirectional influ-
ence from primary agents of socialization rather than from their own calculation or evaluation of
various national phenomena with which they were nurtured by other agents of socialization. We
derived the variable from a set of questions that asked about the respondents’ sense of pride regard-
ing ten aspects of Taiwan’s development on a scale of 1 to 4, where 1 represents “very proud” and 4
“not proud at all.”54 Assuming that each aspect is equally important, we first reversed the scale, so
the greater the pride, the higher the score. Then, we averaged the responses to obtain the mean score
and rounded it to the nearest number between 1 and 4 to indicate respondents’ sense of pride in
being Taiwanese.

Analysis model

For the analysis, we deployed logistic regressions because the dependent variable (Taiwanese-ness)
is binary. We first included the core independent variables: father’s identity, followed by mother’s
identity, then identities of both mother and father. Next, we added the levels of education attained
by father and mother. The controlled variables were added last.

50 For example, Keelung, New Taipei City, Taipei City, Taoyuan and Hsinchu (city and county).
51 Miaoli, Taichung, Changhua, Nantou, Yunlin, Hualien and Taitung.
52 Chiayi (city and county), Tainan, Kaohsiung and Pingtung.
53 Council for Economic Planning and Development Executive Yuan 1990.
54 The ten aspects are: the way democracy works in Taiwan, Taiwan’s political influence in the world, Taiwan’s economic

achievement, its social security system, its scientific and technological achievements, its achievements in sports, its
achievements in the arts and literature, Taiwan’s armed forces, Taiwan’s history and Taiwan’s fair and equal treatment
of all groups in society.
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Empirical Findings and Analysis

Descriptive analysis

Table 1 shows the cross tabulation of father’s and mother’s identities on respondents’ sense of
Taiwanese-ness. As shown, 70 per cent of all respondents reported being “absolutely Taiwanese”
while 30 per cent had reservations about making such a claim. Among those whose fathers are
Taiwanese, the majority (66 per cent) are “absolutely Taiwanese,” which is almost triple the number
who chose “Otherwise” (24 per cent). Among those whose fathers are mainlanders, the number
choosing “absolutely Taiwanese” is only two-thirds that of those choosing “Otherwise.” The
same pattern applies for the cross tabulation of mother’s identity and respondent’s sense of
Taiwanese-ness: 30 per cent of the respondents chose “Otherwise” and 70 per cent chose “absolutely
Taiwanese.” Similarly, in cases where the mother is Taiwanese, the majority of respondents (67.5 per
cent) defined themselves as being “absolutely Taiwanese,” and the rest (26.7 per cent) claimed
“Otherwise.” The number of those whose mothers are mainlanders and who identify themselves
as “absolutely Taiwanese” is about three-quarters of that of those whose mothers are mainlander
and who identify themselves as “Otherwise.” Therefore, there is a preliminary association between
parents’ identity and respondents’ sense of Taiwanese-ness. To determine the separate effects of the
identity of father versus mother, logistic regression is needed.

Logistic regression analysis

Table 2 presents the results of a logistic regression of parents’ identities on respondents’ sense of
Taiwanese-ness, without separating them according to whether they were born before or after com-
pressed modernity, and controlling for other variables.55 The identity of both father and mother,
when regressed separately (in Models 1 and 2 respectively), is shown to be statistically significant.
Moreover, respondents whose fathers are mainlanders, when compared to those whose fathers are
Taiwanese, are more likely to consider themselves to have an identity other than just Taiwanese
(-1.199). The result is the same for the mother’s identity (-1.112). However, when we control for
the identities of both father and mother, as presented in Model 3, mother’s identity becomes insig-
nificant. Even after controlling for mother’s level of education in Model 5, mother’s identity remains
insignificant. On the other hand, father’s identity remains significant even after we control for his
education as well as all the other control variables. In addition, the variable of residing in an urban
or rural area is consistently significant throughout all ten models presented. Respondents who reside
in rural areas are more likely than those residing in urban areas to report being “absolutely
Taiwanese.”

The question now is whether it is always the case that only the father’s identity matters in shap-
ing his children’s sense of Taiwanese-ness. We first analyse the pattern of the effect of the identities
of mother and father for respondents who were born during the Chiang Kai-shek era before Taiwan

Table 1: Frequencies for Extent of Taiwanese Identity and Father’s Identity and Mother’s Identity

Absolute Taiwanese or
otherwise Father’s identity (N=1899) Mother’s identity (N=1895)

Taiwanese Mainlander Total Taiwanese Mainlander Total

Otherwise 24% 6% 30% 26.7% 3.3% 30%

Absolute Taiwanese 66% 4% 70% 67.5% 2.5% 70%

Total 90% 10% 100% 94.2% 5.8% 100%

55 We used a variance inflation factor (vif) to check for multicollinearity, and we found no collinearity between the inde-
pendent variables of the identities of father and mother and other controlled variables.

1002 Yun‐Tzu Chang and Eric Fong

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0305741023000231 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0305741023000231


Table 2: Logistic Regression Model for Respondents’ Sense of Taiwanese-ness and the Identity of Father versus Mother

Model 1 Model 2 Model 3 Model 4 Model 5 Model 6 Model 7

Father is mainlander (Taiwanese father = 0) -1.199*** -1.090*** -1.119*** -1.102*** -1.214*** -1.098***

Mother is mainlander (Taiwanese mother = 0) -1.112*** -0.321 -0.262 -0.312 -0.429 -0.273

Father’s education is self-study (illiterate = 0) -0.134 -0.237 -0.244 -0.129

Elementary school -0.560*** -0.488** -0.402* -0.202

(Vocational) junior high school -0.735*** -0.627** -0.359 -0.190

Senior high school -0.956*** -0.737*** -0.540* -0.379

Junior college/above -1.218*** -0.813** -0.811** -0.565

Military police school/college -0.601 -0.264 -0.155 0.062

Mother’s education is self-study (illiterate = 0) 0.426 0.486 0.546

Elementary school -0.135 0.024 0.246

(Vocational) junior high school -0.003 0.456* 0.768***

Senior high school -0.347 0.301 0.529*

Junior college/above -0.603* 0.140 0.466

Born during CKS era (born before CKS era = 0) -0.292 0.038

Born during CCK era -0.976*** -0.615**

Born during or after LTH era -1.330*** -0.971***

Female (male = 0) 0.108

Respondent’s education is self-study (illiterate = 0)

Elementary school

(Vocational) junior high school -0.268

Senior high school -0.559

Junior college -0.752

University -0.923

Master’s or above -1.003

(Continued )
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Table 2: (Continued.)

Model 1 Model 2 Model 3 Model 4 Model 5 Model 6 Model 7

Years of education 0.025

Pride as Taiwanese – not very proud (not proud at all = 0) -0.662

Proud -1.03**

Very proud -0.244

228 Incident (not important = 0)

Important 0.374***

Residing in rural area (urban = 0) 0.715*** 0.713*** 0.689*** 0.447*** 0.432*** 0.427*** 0.348*

Region of residence: middle/eastern (northern = 0) 0.263** 0.343*** 0.282** 0.252* 0.243* 0.252* 0.292*

Southern 0.211* 0.283** 0.234* 0.227* 0.230* 0.267** 0.234

Constant 0.721*** 0.622*** 0.719*** 1.385*** 1.388*** 1.550*** 1.546**

Observations 1,897 1,893 1,884 1,772 1,733 1,733 1,512

Notes: *** p < 0.01, ** p < 0.05, * p < 0.1.
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experienced compressed modernity. The result, shown in Table 3, demonstrates again that the effect
of the father’s identity remains consistently significant for respondents born during the Chiang
Kai-shek era. The result also is compatible with the results shown in Table 2 that respondents
whose fathers are mainlanders, compared to those whose fathers are Taiwanese, are significantly
more likely to consider their identity as not solely Taiwanese. Furthermore, mother’s identity
plays a significant role for those born in the Chiang Kai-shek era. The effect is consistently signifi-
cant even after controlling for all other variables. Respondents whose mothers are mainlanders are
more likely than those whose mothers are Taiwanese to report a weaker sense of Taiwanese-ness.

To compare with those who were born during compressed modernity, we ran another set of
logistic regression models solely for those born during or after the Chiang Ching-kuo era. The
results are presented in Table 4. Again, the effect of father’s identity is consistently significant
even after controlled variables are included in the model. Compared to respondents whose fathers
are Taiwanese, those whose fathers are mainlanders are more likely to regard themselves as not
solely Taiwanese. This result is congruous with the results in Tables 2 and 3. However, for those
born during or after the Chiang Ching-kuo era, the identity of their mother is rendered insignificant
throughout the regression, even when we regress only the effect of mother’s identity on the respon-
dents’ own sense of Taiwanese-ness.

Consequently, our first and second hypotheses are supported by the empirical data. We believe
that the experience of compressed modernity has had an influence on the ways in which fathers and
mothers socialize their children’s sense of Taiwanese-ness. Moreover, the respondents’ level of edu-
cation is not consistent throughout the regressions in Tables 2 to 4. Thus, the school, as an agent of
socialization, probably matters a lot less than parents in Taiwan.

To corroborate the argument of compressed modernity, we delve further into the comparison
between residents of rural and urban areas. However, we encountered a lack of cases reporting to
be living in rural areas, so we were unable to compare the groups. Nonetheless, we compare respon-
dents residing in urban areas who were born during the Chiang Kai-shek era (Table 5) with those
born during or after the Chiang Ching-kuo era (Table 6). In both periods, father’s identity remains
significant throughout all models, and those whose fathers are mainlanders still are more likely than
those whose fathers are Taiwanese to report their identity as not solely Taiwanese. For urban
respondents born during the Chiang Kai-shek era, mother’s identity still is somewhat consistent
in its significance except for instances when father’s identity and level of education are controlled
without controlling for mother’s level of education. It is clear that mother’s identity still has some
significant influence and that the effect is consistent with father’s identity. In Table 6, when we look
only at urban respondents born during or after the Chiang Ching-kuo era, the effect of mother’s
identity becomes totally insignificant. Thus, the effects of compressed modernity and cultural lag
still are salient, although we cannot completely prove Hypothesis 3 without having another regres-
sion just for rural respondents.

Discussion and Conclusion

Although Taiwan has developed into an advanced capitalist society like the US and Japan, the iden-
tity socialization effect of mothers is not greater than that of fathers. Similarly, despite sharing the
same Confucian culture and influence as parents in China, parents in Taiwan do not share the same
degree of influence on the national identity of their offspring. The results of our study indicate that
it is the father, rather than the mother alone or father and mother together, who has significant
influence on the self-identification of individuals. Therefore, our findings have ruled out the
macro developmental and cultural perspectives for understanding identity formation and
transformation.

Our study delves into a historical process rather than a state-of-being, which would be the devel-
opmental perspective, or a habitual phenomenon, to understand why Taiwan presents a different
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Table 3: Logistic Regression Models for Respondents Born during Chiang Kai-shek Era and the Identity of Father versus Mother

Model 1 Model 2 Model 3 Model 4 Model 5 Model 6

Father is mainlander (Taiwanese father = 0) -1.548*** -1.253*** -1.286*** -1.192*** -0.934***

Mother is mainlander (Taiwanese mother = 0) -1.753*** -0.656* -0.709* -0.860** -0.936**

Father’s education is self-study (illiterate = 0) -0.067 -0.222 -0.136

Elementary school -0.392* -0.486** -0.184

(Vocational) junior high school -0.511* -0.740** -0.460

Senior high school 0.726*** 0.964*** -0.872**

Junior college/above -0.211 -0.587 -0.478

Mother’s education is self-study (illiterate = 0) 0.468 0.536

Elementary school 0.094 0.366*

(Vocational) junior high school 0.734** 1.103***

Senior high school or above 0.412 0.727*

Female (male = 0) 0.093

Respondent’s education is self-study (illiterate = 0)

Elementary school

(Vocational) junior high school -0.349

Senior high school -0.668

Junior college -0.918

University -1.083

Master’s or above -1.079

Years of education 0.041

Pride as Taiwanese – not very proud (not proud at all = 0) -0.746

Proud -1.196**

Very proud -0.226
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228 Incident (not important = 0)

Important 0.376**

Residing in rural area (urban = 0) 0.768*** 0.772*** 0.735*** 0.588*** 0.627*** 0.531**

Region of residence: middle/eastern (northern = 0) 0.224 0.289* 0.247 0.249 0.246 0.353*

Southern 0.306* 0.386** 0.340** 0.350** 0.407** 0.326*

Constant 1.038*** 0.931*** 1.033*** 1.374*** 1.321*** 1.508***

Observations 1,321 1,320 1,315 1,230 1,210 1,019

Notes: We used a vif to check for multicollinearity and did not find any collinearity issue between independent variables and other controlled variables. *** p < 0.01, ** p < 0.05, * p < 0.1.
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Table 4: Logistic Regression Models for Respondents Born during or after Chiang Ching-kuo Era and the Identity of Father versus Mother

Model 1 Model 2 Model 3 Model 4 Model 5 Model 6

Father is mainlander (Taiwanese father = 0) -0.964*** -0.947*** -1.072*** -1.184*** -1.174***

Mother is mainlander (Taiwanese mother = 0) -0.388 -0.038 -0.013 -0.011 -0.088

Father’s education is self-study (illiterate = 0) 1.885

Elementary school 1.152 1.136 -0.033

(Vocational) junior high school 1.472 1.556 0.478

Senior high school 1.236 1.392 0.372

Junior college/above 0.582 0.871 -0.047

Military/police school or college 1.390 1.430 0.331

Mother’s education is self-study (illiterate = 0)

Elementary school -0.213 -0.156

(Vocational) junior high school -0.193 -0.011

Senior high school (general or vocational) -0.407 -0.326

Junior college or above -0.464 -0.302

Female (male = 0) 0.178

Respondent’s education is self-study (illiterate = 0) 1.299

Senior high school 0.956

Junior college 0.947

University 0.226

Master’s or above

Years of education 0.097

Pride as Taiwanese – not very proud (not proud at all = 0) -0.947

Proud -1.051

Very proud -0.483
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228 Incident (not important = 0)

Important 0.224

Residing in rural area (urban = 0) 0.142 0.097 0.113 -0.063 -0.165 -0.193

Region of residence: middle/eastern (northern = 0) 0.357 0.459** 0.367 0.376 0.354 0.322

Southern 0.169 0.258 0.186 0.273 0.194 0.270

Constant 0.203 0.106 0.198 -0.949 -0.721 -1.098

Observations 585 583 579 552 529 501

Notes: No high VIF scores were found, indicating no major collinearity issues among variables. *** p < 0.01, ** p < 0.05, * p < 0.1.
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Table 5: Logistic Regression Models for Urban Respondents Born during Chiang Kai-shek Era and the Identity of Father versus Mother

Model 1 Model 2 Model 3 Model 4 Model 5 Model 6

Father is mainlander (Taiwanese father = 0) -1.506*** -1.254*** -1.311*** -1.190*** -0.887***

Mother is mainlander (Taiwanese mother = 0) -1.628*** -0.532 -0.589 -0.729* -0.853*

Father’s education is self-study (illiterate = 0) 0.247 0.117 0.149

Elementary school -0.156 -0.185 0.092

(Vocational) junior high school -0.300 -0.431 -0.127

Senior high school -0.322 -0.444 -0.336

Junior college/above 0.009 -0.227 -0.090

Mother’s education is self-study (illiterate = 0) 0.304 0.240

Elementary school -0.017 0.190

(Vocational) junior high school 0.557 0.876**

Senior high school (general or vocational) 0.214 0.433

Female (male = 0) 0.072

Respondent’s education is self-study (illiterate = 0)

Elementary school

Junior high school -0.364

Senior high school -0.550

Junior college -0.736

University -0.774

Master’s or above -0.755

Years of education 0.009

Pride as Taiwanese – not very proud (not proud at all = 0) -0.922

Proud -1.293**

Very proud -0.352
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228 Incident (not important = 0)

Important 0.309*

Region of residence: middle/eastern (northern = 0) 0.198 0.266 0.220 0.228 0.219 0.340

Southern 0.278 0.371** 0.313* 0.304* 0.355* 0.263

Constant 1.045*** 0.930*** 1.036*** 1.157*** 1.126*** 1.784**

Observations 1,002 1,003 998 941 922 814

Notes: *** p < 0.01, ** p < 0.05, * p < 0.1.
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Table 6: Logistic Regression Models for Urban Respondents Born during or after Chiang Ching-kuo Era and the Identity of Father versus Mother

Model 1 Model 2 Model 3 Model 4 Model 5 Model 6

Father is mainlander (Taiwanese father = 0) -0.775** -0.816** -0.950** -1.053** -0.970**

Mother is mainlander (Taiwanese mother = 0) -0.158 -0.127 -0.133 -0.065 -0.068

Father’s education is self-study (illiterate = 0) 1.721

Elementary school 0.983 0.982 -0.157

(Vocational) junior high school 1.450 1.477 0.383

Senior high school 1.204 1.298 0.286

Junior college/above 0.661 0.855 -0.108

Military/police school or college 1.483 1.378 0.458

Mother’s education is self-study (illiterate = 0)

Elementary school 0.142 0.448

(Vocational) junior high school 0.231 0.718

Senior high school (general or vocational) -0.021 0.308

Junior college or above 0.008 0.440

Female (male = 0) 0.189

Respondent’s education is self-study (illiterate = 0) 1.205

Senior high school 0.909

Junior college 1.063

University 0.215

Master’s or above

Years of education 0.091

Pride as Taiwanese – not very proud (not proud at all = 0) -1.636

Proud -1.498

Very proud -1.028
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228 Incident (not important = 0)

Important 0.301

Region of residence: middle/eastern (northern = 0) 0.350 0.427* 0.342 0.376 0.331 0.308

Southern 0.274 0.352 0.280 0.358 0.291 0.383

Constant 0.161 0.073 0.158 -0.950 -1.060 -1.186

Observations 505 504 500 476 458 433

Notes: No high VIF scores were found, indicating no major collinearity issues among variables. *** p < 0.01, ** p < 0.05, * p < 0.1.
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pattern from the US, Japan and China. Taiwan’s unique modernization process is termed “com-
pressed modernity,” whereby there is rapid development in the socioeconomic and political state
to catch up with the West, but a cultural lag remains. This process is the key to understanding
how the pattern of primary agents in political socialization in Taiwan differs from the patterns
in Western societies and East Asian societies like China and Japan.

The empirical results show that before Taiwan experienced compressed modernity, both fathers and
mothers were significant primary agents of political socialization and were predictors of respondents’
sense of Taiwanese-ness, although fathers in general had greater influence. Nevertheless, since the
experience of compressed modernity, mothers have become completely irrelevant to predicting respon-
dents’ sense of Taiwanese-ness, while fathers remain significant. Even after controlling for the temporal
differences in the bitter memories of the 228 Incident in 1947, the findings remain consistent. This
situation is expected as a result of compressed modernity, because Taiwan remains highly influenced
by the Confucian culture of patriarchy and, although many aspects of the society have developed fur-
ther, that cultural belief remains deeply ingrained in the hearts of the people. Thus, the father is the
only primary agent of political socialization. Our findings are consistent with the research conducted
by Lee and Yang, which shows that the 228 Incident was a more significant event for older than for
younger Taiwanese generations in forming and reinforcing their sense of Taiwanese-ness.56

We are aware that the contextual background of the official household registration system
between 1945 and 1992, when newborns were registered according to the province of their father’s
birth, may explain how respondents’ Taiwanese identity is associated with their father’s identity.57

However, our findings only partially support this contextual factor. As demonstrated by those who
were born during or after the Chiang Ching-kuo era, while there is a significant relationship
between father’s identity and respondents’ self-perceived identity as Taiwanese throughout all six
models, mother’s identity is not significant. However, in Table 3, which demonstrates the logistic
regression model for respondents born during the Chiang Kai-shek era, the identities of both father
and mother are significantly associated with respondents’ perceptions of themselves as Taiwanese or
otherwise. If the institutional context is influential, we should expect only father’s identity to be sig-
nificantly associated with respondents’ self-identification as Taiwanese or otherwise. The partial
finding for the institutionally contextual factor of household registration also strengthens our argu-
ment regarding the effect of compressed modernity in Taiwan on the shift in the pattern of parental
political socialization of Taiwanese identity.

The findings from respondents residing in urban areas point to the same result – the identity of
both parents had significant effect on the identity of their children before Taiwan experienced com-
pressed modernity, and only the father’s identity had significant effect afterwards. This shift corro-
borates further our central argument that the macro historical process affects the micro interactional
level of the political socialization of identity.

Our study echoes the view that the condition of compressed modernity exists in Taiwan,
although not specifically in the way that parents of different class “had differential access to global-
ization and uneven relations with the modernity projects.”58 Moreover, our results support Dominic
Yang’s historical finding that parents are the main agents of political socialization of identity for-
mation through memory production.59

Although some studies point to the importance of school as an agent of political socialization,
our findings suggest otherwise when we consider the effect of fathers and mothers, the primary
agents of political socialization.60 We suggest that future studies explore and juxtapose the extent

56 Lee and Yang 2016.
57 Lin and Tseng 2014.
58 Lan 2014.
59 Yang 2020.
60 Chang, Mau-Keui, Hsiao and Chang 1987; Cai 1994; Liu 2011; Liu and Chang 2014.
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to which primary and secondary agents of political socialization are significant, as our findings can-
not provide an answer.

One limitation of our study is the lack of variation among rural respondents to demonstrate how
a weaker degree of compressed modernity affects the pattern of parents’ political socialization. As
our study focuses only on Taiwan, a comparison between residents of urban and rural areas is essen-
tial to further corroborate the theory of compressed modernity. Therefore, we suggest that future
studies should either include societies which have experienced different patterns of modernity or
else collect data with a greater sampling number to derive enough variation to execute analyses.

Our study demonstrates a preliminary conclusive attempt to address the question of why differ-
ent societies exhibit different patterns for fathers and mothers transferring identity to their off-
spring. We point to the importance of a macro perspective to explain micro-level differences.
Specifically, a macro perspective is not just a matter of state-of-being but a dynamic historical pro-
cess – of modernization in our case. Future research may consider expanding on the modernity per-
spective to interpret the changing patterns of the primary agents of political socialization in other
societies, or even consider comparing different societies with various modernizing trajectories to
examine their resilience and applicability.

Overall, our study contributes to the literature on ethnic identity formation and transformation
in which the political dimension of nation-building is often neglected. The findings from our study
also imply that the culture of patriarchy is still active in Taiwan despite the modernization of socio-
economic and political aspects. Therefore, there continues to be a latent gender polarization in pol-
itics regarding the shaping of individual political identity. More attention should be paid to gender
equality in political influence in Taiwan.
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