
Like most Merton disciples, I have been tutored in the richness of his

teaching by the recent one-volume selections of his journals, letters, and

poetry. And though familiar with most of the essays in O’Connell’s collection,

reading them in a gathered volume was to discover them anew in all their

power. The opportunity to engage with Merton in these succinct explorations

into the myriad valences of human experience—in the light or shadow of the

sacred—really brought me into conversation with him, myself, and the world

—as was and is their intent. My now heavily annotated version of this collec-

tion attests that one cannot but be drawn into the great intellectual work of

thinking toward enlightenment that Merton’s brilliance arouses, as he

brings readers before the horizons of their own deepest questions and

desires, offering them a rich and solitary lectionary in which to read the

book of their own human experience.

Especially as wemove toward the centenary of Merton’s birth in , pro-

fessors of religious studies and theology will perhaps be wondering how to

celebrate this milestone in the history of Christian spirituality academically.

No doubt there will be a host of Merton courses or units prepared to introduce

the uninitiated into the legacy of his wisdom. Halfway through the collection I

realized I had found a text for my own regularly scheduledMerton course, and

also for my Spiritual Masters class. Whereas the fine volumes of Merton’s

select writings available for texts serve well for presenting a sampling of his

writing on various themes and in different genres, none afford the in-depth

engagement with Merton that these brief selected essays allow. Each one is

whole in itself, suitable for a weekly assignment and as the matter for class-

time explication and discussion. While the essays require some historical

and cultural contextualization, they serve well to illumine the intellectual

genius of this spiritual teacher as one facet of his multifaceted nature

gleaned from his biography. The collection is a must-read for a student of

the Merton canon, and a most welcome pedagogical aid to offer yet another

generation of young scholars a profoundly illuminating experience of what

goes on in the mind of a spiritual master—for the life of the world.

KATHLEEN DEIGNAN, CND

Iona College
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Many North American theologians, particularly those teaching introduc-

tory courses in theology, Catholic social teaching, and liberation theology,
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know the name of Fr. Rutilio Grande, SJ. But, at least in the case of this

reviewer, Grande is known primarily in his supporting role as the friend of

Archbishop Oscar Romero, the friend who is martyred less than thirty

minutes into the movie Romero (). Thomas Kelly has done a great

service in presenting Grande’s thought on the role of the church in the

Salvadoran context, and in analyzing the significance of that thought for the

church in North America.

Kelly’s book is divided into four parts. The first discusses the history of

conquest and colonialism in Latin America (especially in El Salvador), and

its theological underpinnings. The second summarizes the renewed under-

standing of church and world articulated at Vatican II and at the Medellín

meeting of the Latin American Episcopal Conference in . These two

parts of the book provide a broad context for understanding the role of the

Catholic Church in El Salvador. The third part, which is the real heart of

the book, focuses on the life and thought of Rutilio Grande. Kelly draws on

Grande’s own writings as well as his biographers’ accounts, and in five chap-

ters presents a full picture of Grande’s formation, his innovative pastoral

initiatives, and the ecclesial and political stances that precipitated his assassi-

nation in . The final constructive part asks what Grande’s vision and

example can contribute to understanding the church in contemporary

North America.

A word must be said about the title of the work. The image of the “Gospel

growing feet” is Grande’s, but the subtitle, “An Ecclesiology in Context,”

requires some explanation. The reader looking for a systematic ecclesiology,

or even a contextual ecclesiology primarily focused on church structures, will

be disappointed. Rather than being an exercise in deductive ecclesiology,

Kelly’s work is inductive, beginning with his thorough summary of

Grande’s life, contexts, and ministry, from which he draws some ecclesiologi-

cal conclusions. First, Grande’s ecclesial praxis and writings, as introduced by

Kelly, lead to reflections on the role of the Christian Church in relation to

public life and systems of structural injustice. Kelly points to ways in which

Grande’s example ought to lead to keeping ecclesiology within North

America rooted in social analysis of the church’s role in local contexts.

Second, Kelly addresses questions of parish ministry, including cooperation

between lay and ordained ministry, in relation to Grande’s initiatives in

Aguilares in the s. While the systematic ecclesiologist might hope for a

bit more structured elaboration of the conclusions Kelly presents, the

book’s interdisciplinary exploration of topics in ecclesiology, ethics, history,

biography, and liberation theology succeeds in presenting a coherent

summary of one theologian and pastor’s response to a particularly challen-

ging ecclesial context.

BOOK REV I EWS 

https://doi.org/10.1017/hor.2014.18 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/hor.2014.18


Kelly is a very clear writer, with a teacher’s sense of the value of a clear,

short explanation of a term or concept. This book would be an ideal compa-

nion text for undergraduate and masters students studying liberation theol-

ogy, El Salvador, or the life of Oscar Romero. The chapters in the first two

parts of the book, on the history and theology of colonization in Latin

America, and on Vatican II and Medellín, would also make excellent stand-

alone readings for use in similar courses, or more broadly in undergraduate

courses in systematic theology, moral theology, and Catholic social teaching.

Finally, in an appendix, Kelly provides a translation of an article Grande

published in  entitled “Aguilares: An Experience of Rural Parish

Evangelization.” This article, as well as the Spanish-language biographies

Kelly draws on, have done a service for Anglophone scholars in allowing us

to begin appreciating Rutilio Grande as more than a “supporting actor” in

the history of the church in El Salvador.
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The history of Christian vilification of Judaism and violence against

Jews—from John Chrysostom’s scathingly bitter sermons against the Jews

of Antioch ( CE) to the mass exterminations of the mid-twentieth

century—has been thoroughly documented. Research has shown that this

shameful and bloody trajectory of Christian anti-Semitism, often ignited

by socioeconomic factors, has been propelled by a single motive, namely

that Jews—by extension, all Jews—carry the burden of responsibility as

killers of Christ.

The author of this book—no newcomer to the topic of Jewish and

Christian dialogue—makes a unique contribution to the list of scholarly litera-

ture on the topic. As a Christian, Boys’ approach is to confront—or perhaps

better to say, be confronted by—the crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth as mir-

rored in seventeen centuries of Jewish experience, during which time

Christian societies, influenced by darker tellings of Christ’s suffering and

death perpetrated, condoned, or ignored violence against Jews at the

expense of the Passion narrative’s brighter, life-affirming meaning within

the Christian faith. It is the image of Christianity reflected in the tarnished

mirror of history that Boys seeks to address.

 BOOK REV I EWS

https://doi.org/10.1017/hor.2014.18 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/hor.2014.18

