
overcome by Christ’s Cross. Hart marches us through the thought of

Anaximander, Empedocles, the Pythagoreans, Heraclitus, Parmenides,

Plato, Aristotle, and the Stoics. Plotinus stands as the great exponent of the

transcendent One, who is knowable and active only in semidivine intermedi-

aries, and who brings us back to the Nicene revolution.

In the background of much of Hart’s work is Heidegger, whose effort to

overthrow “metaphysics” is emblematic of the modern forgetting of the

Nicene revolution. But Hart’s book is not all philosophy: indeed, perhaps

its most important essay is “The Myth of Schism,” which charts an intriguing

path for East-West ecumenism. I note also his argument that Christian

freedom is inevitably in some sense “anarchic,” because of its law of love.

Suffice it to say that this book merits the widest possible readership.

MATTHEW LEVERING

Mundelein Seminary

The History of Courts and Procedure in Medieval Canon Law. Edited by

Wilfried Hartmann and Kenneth Pennington. History of Medieval Canon

Law. Washington, DC: The Catholic University of America Press, . xiv +

 pages. $..
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This volume is the fifth to appear in a series on the history of canon law.

Two volumes are yet awaited: The History of Canon Law to 1140 and The

History of Medieval Canon Law in the Late Middle Ages, 1234–1500. The mate-

rial in this volume has chronological overlap with the latter book and with The

History of Medieval Canon Law in the Classical Period, 1140–1234 (); its

focus is thus the High and late Middle Ages. It brings together experts in the

jurisprudence of procedure and the practice of medieval courts. Two contrib-

utors (Antonio García y García and Charles Duggan) are now deceased;

Pennington and Anne Duggan prepared the final versions of each, respec-

tively, for publication. The other contributors are Barbara Deimling, James

A. Brundage, Charles Donahue Jr., Brigide Schwarz, Sara McDougall,

R. H. Helmholz, and Péter Cardinal Erdö. Pennington is responsible for the

introduction and the chapter on the jurisprudence of procedure.

The volume is large and in some places (e.g., on the papal curia) overly

detailed, but it will be indispensable to any scholar working on canon law,

the ius commune, ecclesiastical courts, and secular courts. Anyone research-

ing medieval court cases should consult the contributions here in order to put

them in context and gain a greater understanding of medieval legal terminol-

ogy and personnel, standards of court procedure, and jurisprudential norms
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governing court processes. The volume is composed of two parts: part ,

“Judicial Procedure and Practice in the Medieval Church, –,” and

part , “The Structure and Practice of the Courts in Several Lands.”

Roughly speaking, the first part addresses courts and procedure at a more

general level across Latin Christendom and at its highest court, the papal

curia; the second part addresses courts and procedure in various locales

with specific attention to France (Donahue and McDougall), England

(Helmholz), Spain (García y García), and eastern central Europe (Erdö).

Immediately the reader recognizes geographical gaps; the volume does not,

then, pretend to be exhaustive, but it provides a wide-enough spread to dem-

onstrate areas of commonality as well as ways in which local courts varied.

Donahue’s introductory chapter to part  is helpful as a guide to sorting

out those similarities and differences.

What the chapters collectively do very well is destroy any ill-conceived

notion that one can understand ecclesiastical jurisdiction and how canon

law operated—or even what canon law is—in the Middle Ages by merely

studying the libri legales, that is, the law books that formed the body of

canon law, and the canonistic commentary on them. The chapters present

a wide variety of source material ranging from local ecclesiastical acta and

individual documents in specific cases to learned consilia written to guide

judges. The chapters also caution against interpreting court documents

without understanding the jurisprudence and norms that inform and even

drive them. As Pennington states, “Scholars should always have one eye on

the theory and another on how and whether a particular case adhered to

jurisprudential principles and norms” (). The focus of this volume is on

the jurisprudence and implementation of Romano-canonical procedure,

one of the most important effects of the revival of Roman law and its interac-

tion with the new science of canon law beginning in the twelfth century.

Culminating in the thirteenth century, it directed legal procedures in both

the ecclesiastical and secular realms for several centuries and remains influ-

ential, in some places, to the present day. The norms of this procedural

system appear repeatedly throughout the volume, as do the two different

types of procedure, accusatorial and inquisitorial.

An unexpected gem is Deimling’s chapter on the location of court pro-

ceedings, stretching from the early medieval to the early modern period,

demonstrating the powerful impact of the church portal as the space under

which justice is meted out. This chapter argues for what others do in their

own way, namely, the influence of Christian and ecclesiastical structures

and ideas on the Western legal system and civil society.

Although the book is not one to assign in toto to students, all libraries

should acquire a copy, many medievalists and canon lawyers will want to
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own their own copy, and professors of ecclesiastical and legal history might

consider assigning individual chapters in their classes.

ATRIA A. LARSON

Saint Louis University

Weaving the American Catholic Tapestry: Essays in Honor of William

L. Portier. Edited by Derek C. Hatch and Timothy R. Gabrielli. Eugene, OR:

Pickwick, . xx +  pages. $. (paper).
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As future historians map out the contours of the emergence of American

Catholic theology, William L. Portier’s contribution as a historical theologian

will loom large. His work on the modernist and Americanist calculus in

particular is well known across Catholic scholarship circles.

Edited by two students who were part of his doctoral seminar,Weaving the

American Catholic Tapestry brings together scholarly insight into Catholicism

in America via fifteen innovative and interpretive essays. The collection by

former students, colleagues, and friends is arranged in three parts:

“Reflecting on the Word of God,” “Inculturating the Catholic Tradition,”

and “Exploring Faith and Reason in the Body Politic.” The essays represent

interdisciplinary perspectives and engage central themes in Portier’s work

through the likes of Catholic historical stalwarts such as Orestes Brownson,

Issac Hecker, John Courtney Murray, Henri de Lubac, and Maurice

Blondel. They also address multiple issues related to making sense out of

the current state of the post–Vatican II church in America. A thorough bibliog-

raphy and enumeration of Portier’s writings are also included.

The essays in this collection are, with an exception or two, coherently

related to Portier’s overall project of ressourcement of American Catholic life

and thought. They articulate his long-standing interest in the relationship

between faith and reason, between history and theology, the cultural construc-

tion of the latter, the ecclesial and theological impact of distorted power rela-

tionships, the “constructive retrieval” of the Catholic tradition, and the public

presence of Catholicism. These themes appear throughout the essays, as does

commentary on Portier’s insights into the reception of Vatican II and the

current state of the church, especially in consequence of the economic and

educational changes of World War II and its aftermath, the dissolution of the

pre–Vatican II Catholic subculture—aboutwhichPortierwas one of the earliest

voices—and the emergence of “evangelical Catholics” in response to this

demise. Portier’s argument about the greater continuity between

Americanism and modernism, along with his criticism of “superficial
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