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Irrigation Management. Principles and Practices By M. Burton. Wallingford, UK: CABI (2010), pp. 375, £85.00.
ISBN 978-1-84593-516-0.

Martin Burton is an established figure in the field of irrigation expertise. His involvement with irrigation
management started in the field in Indonesia in 1977. Around 10 years of field experience was followed by
14 years on the staff of the former Institute of Irrigation Studies at the University of Southampton.

He notes: ‘I quickly learnt that not everyone shares my enthusiasm for irrigation and drainage management,
and that designing and building schemes was considered more interesting and challenging’. This experience has
been shared by others whose focus has been on improving the efficiency of surface channel irrigation schemes,
and on such vital areas as maintenance and training.

An early chapter on ‘Components of Irrigation and Drainage Systems’ includes tables to explain the
contributions of the various components of an irrigation scheme (e.g. ‘field layout and irrigation method’ and
‘tertiary unit control structures’). There are many tables throughout the book – some of the more comprehensive
ones requiring dedicated, but valuable, study. In addition there is a range of useful photographs, including
coverage of flow measurement methods and images taken during on-site training courses. Chapters cover
(amongst other themes) Management; Operation of both Main and On-Farm Systems; Maintenance; Training;
Financing; and Performance Assessment.

The book is strongly recommended as it provides a comprehensive and scholarly coverage of both the theory
and practice of irrigation management. It will no doubt become a valuable teaching aid for those involved in
the education and training of both future irrigation managers and motivated farmers.

Henry Gunston
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Seed Conditioning. Volume 2. Technology - Part B. By B. R. Gregg and G. L. Billups. Enfield, NH, USA: Science
Publishers (2010), pp. 483–976, £79.80. ISBN 978-1-57808-688-0.

I reviewed Volume 1 in this series enthusiastically a year ago.1 Volume 2 comprises parts A (pages 1–482) and
B (pages 483–976). Part B provides detailed information on a wide range of seed processing equipment. It is
copiously illustrated with helpful photographs and explanatory diagrams – all in the context of the particular
process.

The book is very much a working or training text with deliberate repetition to avoid the need for readers
to cross refer (difficult to do in a seed processing plant). The range is broad such that topics of seed treatment,
coating, pelleting and priming (including ‘field priming’) are covered in addition to the more traditional elements
of seed processing. While the book is decidedly USA-centric and big-company oriented, several sections cover
the equivalent static and portable equipment for smaller-scale, on-farm or developing country use; examples
include seed treatment and coating as well as cleaning.

Over 60 individuals and organizations have assisted the authors, whereby the book has a clear, consistent
‘voice’ but contains a wealth of practical expertise. This series of books provides a resource for the training and
continuing professional development of seed industry staff, with considerable utility as one element of distance
learning. While the total cost of all the books in the series is not inconsiderable, I suggest they represent good
value in the context of typical staff training costs.

Richard Ellis

1Ellis, R (2010) (Experimental Agriculture 46: 112).
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