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the medium through which the gendered costs of war are worked out while also
providing a sense of hope in the future, as war traumas can be retold through nar-
ratives of resilience and resistance. This overarching framework makes the collec-
tion a useful resource for students and scholars in multiple disciplines, including
African studies, feminist security studies, peace and conflict studies, and
women’s and gender studies.

In presenting a collection of essays, written mostly by Africa-based or Africa-
born academics, for non-African audiences, Uwakweh is ever mindful of the
power of the pen. In compiling the essays, Uwakweh seems equally concerned
with issues of whose voice and which individual and collective identities matter.
The first section includes analysis of women’s agency in the Biafran conflict
(Jessie Sagawa, Chapter 1), gendered anti-colonial resistance to Chimurenga in
colonial Rhodesia (Tendai Mangena, Chapter 2), how war changed women’s
roles in the private and public spheres in postcolonial Angola (P. Julie
Papaioannou, Chapter 4), and women’s self-reliance and resilience in the face of
physical and structural violence in postcolonial francophone Cameroon (Paul
N. Touré, Chapter 5). The second section addresses the gendered aftermaths of
war, in narrating the trauma of girl soldiers in northern Uganda (Uwakweh,
Chapter 6), and the struggles of Hutu women to be recognized as survivors
after the Rwandan genocide (Emilie Diouf, Chapter 7).

Three chapters are not country-specific. Instead, they seek to theorize gendered
forms of human suffering through a denial of personhood, statehood, or both.
Nanjala Nyabola (Chapter 9) unpacks the need for women and men to perform
vulnerability in seeking legal refugee protection. Moussa Issifou (Chapter 8)
reminds readers of the importance of ethically and sensitively mediating the con-
tested terrain between victims’ narrative of violence and the testimonies of perpe-
trators of that same violence. Melissa R. Root (Chapter 3) theorizes the discursive
effects of how political elites frame women as victims as well as the ways in which
national violence is grafted onto, and often memorialized through, the female
body. Taken together, these three chapters remind readers that the dictates of
war and statehood are inscribed on the human body, a long-standing concern
of feminist scholars who rarely consider the way in which war is written onto
African bodies, let alone African women’s bodies. African Women Under Fire pro-
vides a way for Western scholars to enter into academic debates on the embodi-
ment of war, national traumas, and women’s political agency.

Careful readers of this thoughtful collection of essays by and for African women
will be richly rewarded.

Susan Thomson

Colgate University
sthomson@colgate.edu
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Robert J. Gordon, The Enigma of Max Gluckman: the ethnographic life of a
‘Luckyman’ in Africa. Lincoln NE and London: University of Nebraska
Press (hb US$80 — 978 0 8032 9083 9). 2018, xxii + 475 pp.

Sometimes a surprising comparison hits home. This was my experience when
reading Robert Gordon’s new biography of Max Gluckman. Discussing
Gluckman’s 1945 article ‘Zambezi River Kingdom’, Gordon comments: ‘In
many ways Gluckman was presaging, on a micro-level, what later was heralded
as a classic in radical scholarship, Walter Rodney’s How Europe Underdeveloped
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Africa.” This ostensibly slightly off-hand remark actually makes for a brilliant
vignette into Gluckman’s life and work. In 1941, Gluckman had opened his
first monograph with the Rhodes-Livingstone Institute (RLI), Economy of the
Central Barotse Plain, with the question: how was one of the richest kingdoms
in Central Africa reduced to poverty? Gordon’s summary: ‘It had, said
Gluckman, to do with the coming of the Europeans — code for integration into
the world capitalist system’ (pp. 287-8).

Gordon opens the biography by grounding his interest in Gluckman in his own
work as an anthropologist of colonialism. He continues to superbly demonstrate
the part this major anthropologist of the twentieth century played in the reorien-
tation of anthropology towards a global analysis of colonial and racial capitalist
processes.

The book brings to life Gluckman’s South African upbringing, his studies in the
UK, research in Zululand, and the years he spent in Northern Rhodesia (today’s
Zambia) as a researcher and director of the RLI.

Gordon gives a rich narration of Gluckman’s education and introduction to
anthropology. Max Gluckman was born in 1911 in Johannesburg to parents of
an Eastern European Jewish background. His mother Katie was instrumental in
the establishment of the South African Women’s Zionist Council. Most influential
in Max’s formation was his father Emmanuel, a left-wing lawyer who supported
black communities and defended activists in court. Although of a secular orienta-
tion, the Gluckman family respected Jewish religious traditions and held a bar
mitzvah for their son.

Max planned to study law, yet during his second year at Wits University he and
his close friend Hilda Beemer (later Kuper) joined Winifred Hoernlé’s social
anthropology class, which they both found so captivating that they continued
with the two-year anthropology major. Gordon gives detailed insights into
Gluckman’s academic and extracurricular student life. He emphasizes the
influence of Hoernl¢ and also that of a young Isaac Schapera, who took the
senior social anthropology students, including Gluckman, Beemer and Ellen
Hellmann, on a field trip. Gordon demonstrates Gluckman’s extensive involve-
ment in athletics and student politics at Wits, and also discusses the effects of
rising anti-Semitism in 1930s South Africa. Gluckman’s brother, for instance,
was attacked by the South African Nazi movement, the Greyshirts.

The following chapters feature Gluckman’s first sojourn in Britain, where he
completed, in 1936, Oxford’s first DPhil in Anthropology. In Oxford he created
lasting ties with Evans-Pritchard and Meyer Fortes, both to become strong
influences. Gluckman also regularly travelled to London to attend Malinowski’s
famous seminar.

The rich narrative continues with Gluckman’s fieldwork in Zululand, from 1936
to 1938. The ethnographer wanted to participate and observe as much as possible:
he rented a hut with a prominent Zulu family, sometimes dressed in local-style
dress, and earned his nickname ‘Luckyman’, a variation of his surname. The
local whites were less pleased with his unconventional behaviour, which led to
his eventual expulsion from the Zululand field site in what had grown into a vola-
tile situation in the later 1930s.

Two years after having left Zululand for good, Gluckman published the import-
ant essay commonly referred to as “The Bridge’ (‘Analysis of a social situation in
modern Zululand’). Gluckman described in rich detail the events of a single day —
a ‘social situation’ — from which he deduced the social patterns of the wider
society. Significantly, his analysis encompassed both blacks and whites; it thus pro-
vided both a methodological innovation and a critique of segregation in South
Africa.
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Gordon’s assessment emphasizes the lasting importance of the ‘Bridge paper’;
he then describes in rich detail Gluckman’s further fieldwork in Barotseland/
Zambia and his time as director of the RLI, with emphasis on the collective
approach he nurtured among the cohort he brought together in Livingstone.

Gluckman’s life and work after leaving Southern Africa receive comparatively
little attention. Gordon gives a succinct account of the establishment of the
Manchester School, and rather glosses over Gluckman’s misconceived late-life
attempts to constructively engage with the Israeli academy. Appropriately, the
book is subtitled ‘The ethnographic life of a “Luckyman” in Africa’.

This book provides a rich account of Gluckman’s life and his significance
in twentieth-century social anthropology. This is a social rather than an intellec-
tual biography; Gordon does not say much about the content and theoretical
orientation of Gluckman’s scholarship. Rather, the emphasis is on the anthropol-
ogist’s wider intellectual, social and political milieu, the ‘ Platzgeist’, as Gordon
refers in the German to the forming spirit of social localities. With an eye
for telling detail, he brings to light Gluckman’s wide and varying connections
with family, friends, teachers and colleagues. The account of his suggestive
marriage to Mary shows the extent to which the younger Gluckman defied con-
vention in his intimate relations. He was also unconventional in his politics,
both in the close relations he forged with the local populations in the field, and
in his conflicted somewhat paradoxical engagements with colonial society. This
is a deeply humanist endeavour of writing biography. Gordon’s fluent prose and
his characteristic sense of anecdote and humour make for almost 500 pages of
fascinating reading.

Heike Becker

Department of Anthropology, University of the Western Cape
heikeb@mweb.co.za
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Guy Scott, Adventures in Zambian Politics: a story in black and white. Boulder CO:
Lynne Rienner (hb US$45 — 978 1 62637 759 2). 2019, 259 pp.

Political scientists are inclined to disregard political memoirs. Perhaps they tend to
be engaging and readable to an extent liable to make academics suspicious. They
are also ‘unscientific’ — unconcerned as they are with establishing the extent of
their own representativeness and instead illuminating the human experience(s)
of becoming and being a professional politician — in ways that both the positivist
right and the critical-theory left find irrelevant or even actively ‘unhelpful’. The
promise of (auto)biography for students of politics, however, is precisely that it
demonstrates how the experiences and perspectives of those at the coal face can
shed light on some of the core concerns of the discipline. As Miles Larmer suggests
in his foreword, the good ones promise nothing less than a glimpse of ‘how politics
actually works’ (p. xv). Guy Scott’s, fortunately, is a very good one.

The book is structured largely chronologically across Scott’s life and career, and
focuses particularly on his decades-long relationship with Michael Sata. Clearly
aiming for a largely non-expert and non-Zambian readership, he includes a
large amount of background on the country’s history, geography and politics, as
well as chapters on particular themes such as economics or relations with
China. It is at its best, however, when the author concentrates on his own ‘adven-
tures’ in Zambian politics, culminating in his vice presidency under Sata as the
highest-ranking white official in postcolonial Africa.
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