
vidus, mouvements qui sont vraisemblablement plus fréquents et importants depuis
la seconde moitié du vingtième siècle.

Une dernière limite de l’analyse offerte dans cet ouvrage, et concédée d’emblée
par l’auteur ~172!, tient au fait que le modèle développé semble mieux capable
d’expliquer l’évolution du vote libéral en situation de bipartisme que lorsqu’il y a
plus de deux partis en compétition. Le fait que le modèle explicatif de Vincent Lemieux
demeure perfectible ne devrait toutefois rien enlever à la force et à la pertinence de
cet ouvrage, l’une des rares synthèses qui existent du système de partis provincial
québécois et de ses transformations au fil du temps.

ÉRIC BÉLANGER Université McGill

Israel and Its Army: From Cohesion to Confusion
Stuart A. Cohen
London: Routledge, 2008, pp.xii, 210
doi:10.10170S0008423900000235

Cohen’s book examines trends leading up to current transformations of Israeli civil-
military and societal-military relations. While Cohen does not set out to detail the
errors made during the second Lebanon War of 2006, his analysis does explain the
underlying military-bureaucratic causes. The general tone of the book is that while
Israel’s society is undergoing unprecedented changes, particularly in the assertive-
ness of the religiously observant segment of the population, this has not yet had a
debilitating impact on the Israeli Defense Force ~IDF! as a people’s army.

In chapter 2 Cohen examines the legacy of Israel’s medieval culture of non-
militarism, how spiritual explanations of Jewish history were refashioned, and how
these contributed to David Ben-Gurion’s essentially pragmatic creation of Israel’s three-
part people’s army, consisting of the professional core, the conscripts and the reserv-
ists. Chapter 2 also treats the transformation of threats to Israel from “basic” ~or
conventional! to “current” ~counterinsurgency!, and how these stresses have pro-
duced a compromised transformation.

This reviewer found the new societal setting discussed in chapter 3 comprehen-
sive. It surveys, on the one hand, the liberalization of the Israeli military produced
by employment competition, the influence of parental, gender and homosexual rights,
watchdogs groups, and the media and its implications for divisive issues such as ser-
vice in the occupied territories. A complement to threat issues in chapter 2 is chap-
ter 5’s detailed examination of the resulting doctrinal and organizational changes in
the IDF. The most important of these is the impact of high technology on the bifur-
cation of the armies into professionals and conscripts, and the impact this has on a
people’s army such as Israel’s. The practical effect of this has been a dramatic rise in
selective conscription that has shifted about 70 per cent of the defense burden to 30
per cent of the eligible population.

A complement to chapter 3’s focus on new social developments affecting the
IDF is chapter 6, which uses a step-level framework to examine the full spectrum of
how the IDF did and did not help integrate Israel society. Cohen is critical of the
IDF’s success in social integration when he should be much clearer that he is attack-
ing the ideal type. In comparison to the armies of other states, the IDF has achieved
much ~though this reviewer has not read Ron Krebs cited by the author!. This chap-
ter has a lengthy discussion of the recruiting and deployment patterns of observant
and non-observant Jews, and the consequent political effects. The religious fissure is
often exaggerated, but it is nevertheless likely to have enormous implications in the
future on Israel’s ability to negotiate a settlement with the Palestinians on the West
Bank. This is the most detailed and thought-provoking narrative of the book. Chap-
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ter 7 is a historical survey of the religious and political evolution of rules of engage-
ment in the IDF. The book’s overall tone is that there have been dramatic changes in
Israeli society, but that evidence of “willingness to serve” before the second Leba-
non War in 2006 has shown that these changes have not undermined Israelis’ com-
mitment to serve in what is still widely viewed as a people’s army.

This reviewer has three issues with the book. First, while it draws heavily on
political science taxonomies of militarized states and societies ~elaborated primarily
in chapter 1 but raised throughout the book!, the book is primarily a history ~albeit
an interesting one! with tangential thought-provoking insights for theory. Further-
more, Cohen accepts uncritically Israel’s supposed chronic decision-making process,
citing Zeev Maoz twice, as well as a number of other authors, on their view that
Israel is hard-wired to seek military rather than diplomatic instruments to address
challenges ~thus producing the failures of the first and second Lebanon Wars, 1982
and 2006 respectively!. He does not examine the alternative explanation that Israel
has simply adapted to its local environment where there is little evidence of diplo-
matic opportunities for success. Consequently, like many historians of Israel’s domes-
tic political and social history, he does not differentiate between Israel’s public
perceptions of its military operations and actual performance. Whereas the popular
history is that a weak Israel prevailed in 1948, 1967 was a divinely inspired victory
and 1973 the result of hubris, the military histories argue that in 1948 Israel was the
stronger, the magnitude of the 1967 victory was the result of Egypt’s ill-advised retreat,
and 1973 was Israel’s finest example of military professionalism. So, while the first
and second Lebanon Wars were perhaps poorly executed and achieved less than what
was publicly expected, they were nevertheless battlefield victories. Consequently the
rise in public criticism of the Israeli military is better explained by the volatile domes-
tic debate in Israel than any objective measure of the IDF’s performance.

Despite these issues, Cohen’s book makes a valuable and fascinating examina-
tion of the social dimension of the civil-military relationship within Israel. Cohen’s
detailed grasp of the depth and breadth of the issues makes Israel and Its Army an
important scholarly contribution.

JULIAN SCHOFIELD, Concordia University

Science politique de l’Union européenne
Céline Belot, Paul Magnette, Sabine Saurugger ~dir.!
Economica, Paris, 2008, 387 pages
doi:10.10170S0008423900000168

Les politologues français ont mis du temps à s’intéresser à l’Europe. Celle-ci, comme
les relations internationales de manière générale, fut longtemps considérée la chasse
gardée des professeurs de droit public. Encore aujourd’hui, la Commission pour l’étude
des Communautés européennes ~CEDECE! est contrôlée par les juristes, auxquels
s’associent un petit nombre d’économistes. Les politologues sont presque absents de
cette association française, alors qu’ils dominent largement la European Union Stud-
ies Association aux États-Unis, l’University Association for Contemporary European
Studies en Grande-Bretagne ou encore l’Association canadienne d’études sur la Com-
munauté européenne ~AECE-C!.

L’exception française, dont les causes sont trop complexes pour être exposées
ici, a commencé à s’éroder dans les années 1990, alors que sont apparus plusieurs
ouvrages sur la construction européenne rédigés par des politologues, notamment Le
système politique européen ~Jean-Louis Quermonne, 1993!, Paris-Bruxelles ~Chris-
tian Lequesne, 1992! et L’Europe politique ~Guillaume Courty et Guillaume Devin,
1996!. En 2000, un groupe de jeunes chercheurs à Sciences Po Paris créait Politique

488 Recensions / Reviews

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0008423910000235 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0008423910000235

