
I 9 3 I .] REVIEWS. 219

Infinity and Ego. By I. C. ISBYHAM. London : The C. W.
Daniel Company, 1930. Crown 8vo. Pp. 26. Price Is. net.

The universe is part of my mind ; my mind is part of the universe;
yet the universe is, in either case, the same. Thus all distinction
between mind and universe is abolished. The universe or mind
cannot be increased or diminished by anything ; and this leads to
the conclusion that the ego, as an object in consciousness, is infinity.
Time and space are illusions inseparable from consciousness ; but
there are egos of a higher order than ours, able to transcend the
conditions of time and space imposed upon us.

Put briefly, such is the author's thesis, and he handles it in a
stimulating manner ; but the treatment is far too condensed. We
feel that we might enjoy a longer voyage with Mr. Isbyham. But
this little book is too like a channel crossing ; no sooner have we
settled down after the turmoil of the start than we are faced with
the custom-house on the other side. M. HAMBLIN SMITH.

Critique of Love. By FRITZ WITTELS. London : George Allen &
Unwin, Ltd., 1930. Demy 8vo. Pp. 317. Price 125. 6d.
net.

This book is intended for the general reader, and setsout to prove
â€œ¿�that the new truths about our sexual life which Freud has dis

covered are not so loathsome as many people imagine.â€• After a
brief account of the original discoveries of Freud and Breuer, the
author indicates the wide scope of the terms â€œ¿�sex â€œ¿�and â€œ¿�love â€œ¿�in
psycho-analytic writings. He then discusses certain sex deviations,
showing why it is that these are viewed with such great disfavour;
but he also indicates that masked sadism plays no small part in the
production of activities of the highest social utility. The universal
character of bisexualism is expounded, some results being dis
cussed, and the influence of the equally universal narcissism is
considered. A chapter on â€œ¿�Parents and Childrenâ€• gives an
opportunity for a description of the cEdipus complex and the
formation of the super-ego. Chapters on â€œ¿�LeGrand Amourâ€•
and â€œ¿�Great Hatersâ€• are illustrated by instances drawn from
history and literature, the Wagnerian examples being of special
interest. Under the heading of â€œ¿�Loveand Marriage,â€• the author
points out how seriously an excessive mother@fixation may interfere
with the marital relation. The importance of bisexualism in
marriage is considered; and the book ends with a chapter on the
â€œ¿�ChildWoman â€œ¿�â€”thewoman who does not want to grow up.

The book is not meant for the scientific reader, who will find
therein little that is new. Whether the production of popular
expositions of this kind is useful must be a matter of opinion.
Such books appear to supply a demand, for their number is legion,
especially in America. The general reader who is interested in

https://doi.org/10.1192/bjp.77.316.219 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1192/bjp.77.316.219



