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past, in this case the smaller historical communities operative as compo-
nents attempting to go it on their own. The tone of this chapter shifts from 
impressionistic, though always informed, glimpses of aspects of the modern 
history of the continent to a concentration on the politics and personalities 
of the political leaders of western components of l’Afrique Occidentale 
Française (AOF), with selected comments on the subsequent fortunes of 
the resulting small, territorially bounded, and economically fragile political 
entities. Between 1945 and the year of independence (1960), these leaders 
worked through the other possibilities inherent in their pasts contemplated 
by Du Bois to bring about the future nation-states of Côte d’Ivoire, Guinée, 
Sénégal, and what became Mali. Cooper does not see the nation-state as 
inherently incompatible with partnership with France, or with the European 
Union, in some hypothetical late-twentieth-century polity. This is not unlike 
his understanding of earlier empires, as sets of multi-layered asymmetrical 
compatibilities rather than the existing nominally—but not actually—coequal 
nation-states locked in competition by the fiction of their respective absolute 
sovereignties. The tone of the book is not without irony.

A short conclusion adds a further level of meaning to the title’s promise 
of connectedness—“Africa in the World”—over the competitiveness of the 
theoretical isolation of the sovereign state. The book’s structuring theme 
accents the understanding gained though a historical epistemology of human 
creativity over the constraints inherent in approaches through abstract 
structures. These institutions, including the “states” themselves, are after 
all merely historical creations of particular times. From this perspective, 
he concludes with Du Boisian faith in historical possibility rather than 
accepting as structural rigidity what has already transpired.

Joseph C. Miller
University of Virginia, emeritus  

Charlottesville, Virginia  
doi:10.1017/asr.2018.39� Jcm7a@virginia.edu

Greg L. Warchol. Exploiting the Wilderness: An Analysis of Wildlife Crime. 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: Temple University Press, 2017. 208 pp. Tables. Halftones. 
Maps. $28.95. Paper. ISBN: 978-1-4399-1367-3.

Greg L. Warchol approaches the illegal wildlife trade from a criminology 
perspective, an area that is under-represented in the literature. Exploiting 
the Wilderness: An Analysis of Wildlife Crime is a concise starting point for those 
looking to develop an understanding of the illegal wildlife trade across mul-
tiple species. However, those looking for more in-depth information on a 
specific trade might be left wanting more from the author. Warchol’s field 
research, through personal communication with NGO researchers and 
national park and customs officials, provides insightful information on this 
lucrative crime and is a welcome addition to the literature regarding the 
illegal wildlife trade.
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As a PhD researcher exploring the markets in the illicit trade of Tanzanian 
ivory through the Market Reduction Approach (MRA), I read the book 
with elephant poaching in mind, an area that is heavily covered in the book. 
I was initially sceptical about the book, having been previously disappointed 
by the lack of mention of green criminology and crime theories in other 
such works. However, I was pleasantly surprised, as Warchol went straight to 
the point, and I found myself sticking my first post-it note in the preface 
itself. The book covers not just wildlife crime but also its surrounding topics 
such as laws, the trade chain of certain animals and animal parts, and end 
users, in both historical and contemporary contexts.

The layout of the book is concise, with well-organized chapters and 
conclusions that make the book easy to follow structurally. The writing style 
is straightforward and without technical verbiage, and where such vocabulary 
is used, it is well explained, enabling those with no background knowledge 
to easily follow the writing. The author provides the reader with all the basic 
information regarding illegal wildlife issues, from names of NGOs to inter-
national and national organizations and laws, and an extensive reference 
list for further reading.

Warchol begins with an introduction to the trade, or trade in parts, in 
rhinos, elephants, big cats, birds, reptiles, and the great apes, before moving 
on to both national and international laws. He puts forward, for example in 
the case of elephants, numerical figures of populations in various countries. 
However, I feel a note of caution should be added for the reader, as these 
numbers often differ throughout the available literature.

One of the main points of the book that deserves notable credit is the 
mention of criminology theories such as the routine activity theory, and 
their explanation in relation to wildlife crime. Although the book does 
justice to the understanding from a criminology viewpoint and contempo-
rary efforts made in this field, the reader, I feel, could have benefited from 
a greater emphasis on and explanation of the fairly new field of green crimi-
nology. On the other hand, the book provides a well-structured chain of 
events and modus operandi, from the offender, to the middleman, and finally 
the end consumer of the illegal wildlife trade. Warchol takes into consider-
ation all the different routes and end uses possible for multiple species, 
covering every angle of the trade. Consumer markets addressed in the book 
include Africa, Asia, and the European Union.

What distinguishes this book from other similar volumes is Warchol’s 
conclusions drawn from his personal research, which expose the reader to 
information that is not readily available. However, from a scholarly back-
ground, the reader is left wanting greater justification of how this informa-
tion is acquired, through whom, and where, if possible, there is any 
qualitative or quantitative evidence to support his claims. Such justification 
is necessitated due to the cautious nature of wildlife crimes; hence, the 
reader needs to be convinced of the claims. Nevertheless, it is understandable 
that due to this very same secretive nature of the crimes, this may not be 
easily achieved.
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Of note is the author’s mention of colonial Africa, where he explores how 
wildlife crime came to be and how the perception of wildlife has evolved 
historically. This chapter covers the implementation of protected areas, 
both public and private, removal and prohibited access of local residents, 
and hunting laws and quotas. This is followed by a discussion of agencies in 
charge of protecting wildlife, based mainly in Africa and America, and the 
incorporation of green courts in judicial systems across the map. He con-
cludes with contemporary protective measures intended to mitigate wildlife 
crime. These are thoroughly explored, allowing the reader to gain a global 
perspective while at the same time gaining knowledge of new and innova-
tive efforts in species conservation.

The author’s first-hand research and discussions surrounding multiple 
topics and species of wildlife crime make this an interesting read, while the 
book’s concise presentation makes it a must read for all new students of 
wildlife crime.
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Most months and days in the Ethiopian calendar are remembered as the 
feast day of a named saint, but not Yekatit 12. On this day and the two that 
followed in late February 1937, Italian Fascists slaughtered between 17,000 
and 20,000 innocent civilians in Ethiopia’s capital, Addis Ababa, and caused 
additionally the suffering of many thousands more. That morning, drawn 
in by the promise of alms, a crowd of Ethiopians, mostly clergy, the blind, 
the disabled, and women and children, had gathered in the grounds of 
the palace which was the seat of the Italian occupation. When three hand 
grenades were tossed onto the palace’s balcony from which speeches were 
being made, injuring members of the high command, it marked the begin-
ning of a largely forgotten and long-neglected war crime. The Addis Ababa 
Massacre makes not only a compelling but overwhelming case as to why this 
neglect can no longer stand.

An informative Background chapter that places the massacre within the 
broader context of Italy’s conquest and occupation of Ethiopia begins Ian 
Campbell’s comprehensive account. The second chapter of his narrative 
history, The Trigger, is an account of the actual event that sparked the mas-
sacre. In chapters 3 to 7 Campbell details, hour by hour, the three days and 
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