
Sebastiani’s massive catalogue of 329 titles printed between 1491 and 1527 by
Froben on his own or in partnership with other printers (89–706) represents a vast
improvement on the bibliography of Charles Heckethorn with its 256 titles
(Heckethorn, The Printers of Basle in the XV. & XVI. Centuries [1897], 91–111). She
analyzes the publications in accordance with the following usual rubrics: title page,
author(s), editor(s), contributor(s), illustrator, contents, imprint, colophon, physical
description, references (e.g., in GW, VD16, and USTC), visual material, paratextual
material, consulted copies, other locations. In the case of the first volume of
Erasmus’s edition of Jerome (1516), she corrects the embarrassing typographical
error “ACVRATISSIMA” on the title page to read “EX ACCVRATISSIMA
OFFICINA FROBENIANA” (no. 47, 221). Where data is available, Sebastiani lists
the copy price but leaves to the reader the determination of the economic value of “5
flor.” (179), “8 d.” (210), “viij lb.” (516), “20 solid.” (533). In the notes, she often indi-
cates if a title is a reprint or revised edition and alerts readers to Froben’s practice of
simultaneously printing the same title in a larger and smaller octavo format, such as
in editions of Erasmus’s Paraphrases (no. 165, 438; no. 166, 439; no. 167, 440; no.
168, 441; no. 242, 580; no. 243, 582; no. 262, 610; no. 263, 612). We learn that
three copies of Erasmus’s Novum Testamentum Omne (1519) “were printed on parch-
ment,” information taken from Allen’s edition of the humanist’s correspondence (no.
126, 376). Froben yielded to Erasmus’s threat in 1519 to cut ties with him if he con-
tinued to publish Lutheran books. Yet, as Sebastiani’s catalogue reveals, in 1527 Froben
printed Philip Melanchthon’s Aritculi de Quibus Egerunt Visitatores in Regione Saxionae
(no. 328, 704–05), the Visitation Articles to guide the investigation of church affairs in
Lutheran Saxony.

Book historians will immediately appreciate Sebastiani’s accomplishment. Her cat-
alogue represents a valuable bibliographical tool for research. It will serve as vade mecum
for an important study of the business of printing in the Renaissance that remains to be
written.

Hilmar M. Pabel, Simon Fraser University
doi:10.1017/rqx.2019.432

The Cambridge History of Ireland, Volume 2: 1550–1730. Jane Ohlmeyer, ed.
The Cambridge History of Ireland. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2018. xx +
788 pp. £100.

The study of early modern Ireland has expanded dramatically in recent decades, as even
a brief perusal of the many publications, conferences, colloquia, and lectures bear wit-
ness. Reconsideration of the institutions, politics, and strategies of conquest within this
crucial period of consolidated English control has developed apace alongside the turn to

REVIEWS 1499

https://doi.org/10.1017/rqx.2019.433 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/rqx.2019.433


new topics such as violence, women, and gender; increased attention to the Irish lan-
guage and the literature produced within the Gaelic world; and the growth of digital
humanities, making valuable primary documents more readily available and to a
wider audience. Given this growth and the array of new approaches, this volume of
The Cambridge History of Ireland covering 1550–1730 (the second in this four-volume
series) provides a welcome and much-needed update to the 1976 volume on early mod-
ern Ireland in Oxford University Press’s New History of Ireland, edited by
T. W. Moody, F. X. Martin, and F. J. Byrne.

Drawing together established and new scholars and edited by Jane Ohlmeyer, the
collection includes twenty-four essays and an afterword by Nicholas Canny, arranged
under the subheadings of “Politics,” “Religion and War,” “Society,” “Culture,” and
“Economy and Environment.” The opportunity provided here for established scholars
to revisit topics to which their careers have been devoted allows them to offer fresh
insights on their areas of expertise, such as Colm Lennon’s essay on Protestantism in
Ireland; Mary O’Dowd’s on the family; Ciaran Brady’s on politics and policy; and
Marc Caball’s and Bernadette Cunningham’s on language, literature, and print in Irish.

Other essays draw together more recent concerns and travel new ground, beginning
with Ohlmeyer’s introduction, which situates early modern Ireland within a global con-
text of trade that brought goods from across Europe, the New World, the Middle East,
and Asia to the island, deepening readers’ appreciation not only of Ireland’s place within
the larger world but also of the richness and complex amenities of daily life. Attention to
the material and personal nature of daily life is expanded upon in essays by Jane Fenlon
on art and architecture and by Susan Flavin on material culture, while Clodagh Tait’s
essay on society moves away from an older focus on ethnic and hybrid identities to con-
sider class across the socioeconomic spectrum from poor to elite. The elite serve as the
focus of Brendan Kane’s essay, which builds on his former work on honor in the English
and Gaelic worlds by here teasing out contemporary understandings of aristocratic men-
talities as they also underwent transformation in this period. One of the newest subjects
to be considered here is the final essay by Francis Ludlow and Arlene Crampsie on envi-
ronmental history, which, among other topics, neatly returns to the context with which
Ohlmeyer began the introduction: the integration of Ireland’s economy into the wider
world as it impacted and was impacted by the environment and climate. The collection
concludes with Canny’s afterword that fittingly traces narrative constructions of
Ireland’s history from the sixteenth century to the present. Canny maps each era’s his-
tories onto its concerns: early modern religious conflict, nineteenth-century national-
ism, or The Troubles, for instance. He closes with an impassioned plea for the
abandonment of the lingering effects of agenda-driven history in favor of a future gen-
eration of historians whose search for “fresh knowledge” and “new perspectives” will aid
us in “understanding how and why people acted as they did in that very turbulent age,”
ultimately bringing us “closer to the truth rather than [confirming] people in their prej-
udices” (663).
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The new approaches and topics set out here will certainly aid in the fulfillment of
Canny’s plea, attracting a new generation of historians while revitalizing the field and
those already working in it, ensuring the continued growth of interest in early modern
Ireland. Each of the essays, too numerous to consider individually here, set out larger
developments and themes in clear and accessible language suitable for undergraduates
and those new to the subject, such as Annaleigh Margey’s helpful overview of planta-
tions, their evolution, theorization, and historiography, while offering novel and
nuanced interpretations sure to reinvigorate advanced scholars.

Valerie McGowan-Doyle, Lorain County Community College / Kent State University
doi:10.1017/rqx.2019.433

Women, Food Exchange, and Governance in Early Modern England.
Madeline Bassnett.
Early Modern Literature in History. London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2016. x +
248 pp. $109.99.

Bassnett’s groundbreaking monograph puts women, food, and politics center table. She
places a full plate before readers. In Mary Sidney Herbert’s Psalmes, Elizabeth Clinton’s
The Covntesse of Lincolnes Nvrserie, the diary of Margaret Hoby, and Mary Wroth’s
Urania, food exchange is a part of divine gift-giving. These women cultivate a
“Protestant food ethic” wherein they become “intermediaries” of “God’s good gover-
nance” (12, 17). By moving women’s relationship with food beyond the kitchen, situ-
ating food as a divine gift, and adding politics to the mix, Bassnett becomes an
influential voice in ongoing table talk on hospitality and charity. Thus, she builds
upon work by Felicity Heal (named in her bibliography) and is in direct conversation
with David Goldstein and Julia Reinhard Lupton (see their edited collection
Shakespeare and Hospitality [2016]). More importantly, she provides an invaluable per-
spective on early modern food studies, which, barring the excellent scholarship on rec-
ipes and domesticity, has largely left women behind kitchen doors. Those interested in
food studies, women’s writing, women’s religio-political agency, or the history of
English Protestantism should not hesitate to add this monograph to their bookshelves.

The argument, presented in two sections, spans five main chapters, an introduction,
and a short epilogue. The first section focuses on the providential (Sidney Herbert and
Clinton) and the second on the physiological (Hoby and Wroth). Chapter 4 persua-
sively fuses the two sections, finding gastronomic links between Protestant theology
and humoral theory in Hoby’s diary. Hoby, through temperate spiritual dieting,
becomes a site of godly governance in her estate and the region of York, a recusant
stronghold.
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