BOOK NOTES

participants in some online professional learning sites to show how they established
membership in the online learning community. The fifth chapter (Anthony Baldry)
discusses multimodality as a university discipline. This requires syllabi to transcend
a compartmentalized vision of multimodality for different disciplines and to pay
attention to how and why multimodality is studied and used in general.

Part 3 centers around culture and context. The first chapter (Felix Banda) con-
trasts the language use of South African urban and rural black students, and
points to the marginalization the rural black students may suffer in English tertiary
education and social mobility. By contrast, the second chapter (Robyn Woodward-
Kron) proposes a register perspective on learner medical discourse to help under-
stand how students from nondominant cultures can benefit from tertiary clinical
communication education in Australia. The third chapter (Michelangelo Conoscen-
ti) shows how cultural and power variables discursively and interactively shape the
online learning culture of an international Virtual Diplomacy Special Interest
Group communicating in English. In the fourth chapter (Maria Cristina Paganoni),
semiotic features of Al-Jazeera’s English-language website are explored for their
potential to make readers see its identity as negotiated between global and local di-
mensions. Finally, the fifth chapter (Giuseppina Cortese) explores the formative
role of learning against the premium on “marketable” skills, exemplifying narrative
inquiry working from a combination of the naturalistic, constructionist, and bottom-
up perspectives.
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Reversing language shift: The social identity and role of Scottish Gaelic lear-
ners, based on Alasdair MacCaluim’s Ph.D. dissertation, provides an in-depth
review of the role of adult Gaelic learners in the efforts to reverse language
shift in the Scottish Gaelic community. The study begins with an introduction
to the state of affairs of Gaelic, highlighting two facts that motivate the rest of
the study: the decline of Scottish Gaelic and the importance of adult acquisition
for success in revitalization. The latter is argued from the point of view of this
specific community, as well as by appealing to general theory about the reversal
of language shift. MacCalium discusses issues in adult acquisition that are
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specific to the Gaelic community and that must be understood to promote the
acquisition of Gaelic and motivate adults to become learners of the language.
Specifically, the study investigates the social identity and role of adult language
learners in the Gaelic community and the effectiveness of the learning infrastruc-
ture and makes recommendations for improvement. These issues are discussed in
light of the responses to a survey of adult Gaelic learners.

The main motivation of the study is to find out if adult language learners are ac-
tually occupying a central role in revitalization efforts, as has been suggested, and if
their role can be strengthened. The framework of the study is Joshua Fishman’s
model for reversing language shift, which is described in Ch. 2. It has significant
implications for the adult Gaelic community, since the first step in revitalization,
according to Fishman, is to encourage adult acquisition. In the next two chapters,
barriers to adults’ acquisition of Gaelic are discussed. First, MacCalium critiques
the learning infrastructure and makes suggestions for improvement. He sees adult
learners currently occupying a peripheral position in language revitalization and
suggests that coordination between learning programs, tutor training, the creation
of a learning resource center, and changes in the number and type of language
courses would place adult learners at the core of revitalization. Second, MacCalium
discusses the social role of learners in the community as perceived by native speak-
ers and by learners themselves. He shows that adult learners occupy an ambiguous
position in the Gaelic community and suggests that time and experience may allow
them to assume a more concrete role.

Ch. 5 provides an in-depth analysis of the responses given to the survey by adult
language learners. Providing the actual questions asked, the types of responses
given, and the frequency of each response type, this chapter makes up the bulk
of the study. Ch. 6 concludes with the observation that adult learners are essential
to revitalizing Scottish Gaelic and that there are a number of issues that must be
resolved in order to secure a place for Gaelic in the future.
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The Spanish language of New Mexico and southern Colorado: A linguistic atlas
is a regional linguistic atlas based on a comprehensive Spanish dialectological
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