
role in the Book Revolution that embroiled late sixteenth-century society” (142). It is
not clear, though, to which revolution she is referring. Would that be the printing
revolution of the fifteenth century?

Generalizations such as these, occasionally found in other parts of the book, are not
really necessary to make Molino’s work more interesting or stimulating than it is already
for a broad audience, which will include everyone interested in the case in question as
well as all early modern historians and, of course, all scholars who specialize in the his-
tory of the book and the history of libraries.

Maria Alessandra Panzanelli Fratoni, Università degli Studi di Perugia
doi:10.1017/rqx.2019.292

Évêques et cardinaux princiers et curiaux (XIV e–début XVI e siècle): Des acteurs
du pouvoir. Monique Maillard-Luypaert, Alain Marchandisse, and
Bertrand Schnerb, eds.
Études Renaissantes 23. Turnhout: Brepols, 2017. 330 pp. €55.

This is the first of two volumes investigating elite European clergy in the early modern
period, originating from a conference organized in January 2013 at the Château de
Versailles by Benoist Pierre, Matthieu da Vinha, and Alain Marchandisse. In this first
volume, sixteen studies cluster around the theme of the powerful prelate (acteur du pou-
voir), using office holding, patronal networks, and typologies as avenues of approach.

The three editors open the volume with a short introduction to the theme. Readers
will appreciate the bibliography that the editors provide through their footnotes, citing
recent studies of cardinals and bishops from across the continent. The first chapter, by
Vincent Tabbagh, explores the careers of Gilles and Pierre Aycelin, both of whom were
cardinals in the service of the fourteenth-century kings of France. The close attention
that Tabbagh pays to the brothers’ achievements and network of relationships reminds
readers of the various types of work that elite clergy did and of the support structure that
each maintained across both their benefices and administrative offices. The second
chapter, by Cédric Michon, investigates the three types of cardinals resident at King
François I’s court: courtiers, ecclesiastical officeholders, and royal administrators.
Michon notes that these men were generally not rewarded with the cardinalate for
accomplishments in their bishoprics. In the next chapter, Benoist Pierre presents
Cardinal Georges d’Amboise as an example of how the loyalty shown by a cardinal
to his king could mimic a “messianic fidelity” (49). Pierre makes interesting use of cer-
emonial entries to explore how d’Amboise positioned himself publicly and vis-à-vis
Louis XII.

Delphine Lannaud continues this conversation about relations between prelates and
princely service with a study of the forty-four bishops who served in the dioceses of
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Nevers, Auxerre, Langres, Chalon-sur-Saône, Autun, and Mâcon between 1415 and
1515. Lannaud found that service at the Burgundian court played a vital role in their
careers. Elaborating on the Burgundian situation, Jacques Paviot’s chapter focuses on
curial bishops of the early to mid-fifteenth century who encouraged crusade campaigns.
Following this, Bertrand Schnerb offers an interesting analysis of the will made by
Bishop Jean Canard of Arras (d. 1407). His careful dissection of the bequests, heirs,
and testamentary language is welcome, and it highlights the potential conflict between
a desire to maintain the traditions of one’s predecessors and a desire to uphold episcopal
dignity, while avoiding pomp. Malte Prietzel’s chapter shows just how closely inter-
twined the careers of mid-fifteenth-century cardinals were (e.g., Cesarini, Cusa,
Capranica), and how Italian universities brought together ecclesiastical and intellectual
classes.

Marie Van Eeckenrode’s work signals a turn toward diplomatic activity. Her chapter
investigates the constant involvement of Jean Chevrot, the bishop of Tournai, in Philip
the Good’s political administration and prompts readers to ask what it meant to be “a
man of the [royal] court.” Alain Marchandisse, Christophe Masson, and Monique
Sommé strive to answer this question by investigating the life of Cardinal Jaime of
Coimbra, whose career took him from Portugal to Rome to Burgundy. Like many of
the prelates explored in this volume, his success depended on the support that he drew
from his relatives. Natalia Nowakowska takes this discussion of familial reciprocity a
step further, showing how Cardinal Fryderyk Jagiellon’s family used royal power to pro-
mote his career so that, in turn, he could use his ecclesiastical authority to strengthen the
political position of the Jagiellon dynasty in Poland. Marco Pellegrini’s chapter offers a
useful framework for this situation, building a typology for the Italian princely cardinal.
Giovanni Ricci’s interesting study of Cardinals Ippolito II and Luigi d’Este draws on
ideas explored by Pellegrini and other authors, and could profit from a deeper integra-
tion with other chapters. Likewise, Jessica Sharkey’s analysis of Thomas Wolsey’s efforts
to establish himself as the sole conduit for communication between England and the
papacy appears isolated from the larger discussion of prelatial functions and strategies.

The final series of chapters focuses on artistic activities. Odile De Bruyn investigates
the influence of classical texts describing the “art of gardens” in Avignonese libraries and
the reality of papal Avignon. Valérie Guéant follows the career of Jacopo Ravaldi, oth-
erwise known as the Master of the della Rovere Missels, through a series of illuminated
texts that reveal a network of artistic patronage and ownership by Spanish prelates in
fifteenth-century Rome. Finally, Enrico Parlato reveals the extent of Oliviero Carafa’s
architectural and artistic patronage in Rome.

As Jean-Marie Cauchies’s conclusion details, this collection reproduces the spectrum
of prelatial activities: curial, diplomatic, religious, and patronal. To our profit, the edi-
tors have chosen studies that dig deeper into what it means to be a curial cardinal or a
princely cardinal with archive-supported examples. At their core, these studies tell us
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more about cooperation between elite clergy and laity, in order to achieve ecclesiastical,
civil, and personal goals.

Jennifer Mara DeSilva, Ball State University
doi:10.1017/rqx.2019.293

A Portuguese Abbot in Renaissance Florence: The Letter Collection of Gomes Eanes
(1415–1463). Rita Costa-Gomes, ed.
Biblioteca dell’“Archivum Romanicum,” Serie I: Storia, Letteratura, Paleografia 472.
Florence: Olschki, 2017. xlviii + 580 pp. €65.

At first glance, this text might seem daunting, a compendium of some 612 texts, pri-
marily letters but also just over sixty related documents, written in Portuguese, Latin,
and Italian, preceded by short summary notes indicating the contents. However, for
scholars of Renaissance secular and religious history, the universe of letters, and the
social milieu of the fifteenth century this volume is in many ways invaluable, and the
editor, Rita Costa-Gomes, rightly deserves recognition for the years of painstaking work
she devoted to making the letter collection of abbot Dom Gomes Eanes accessible to a
wide audience of researchers and scholars. While the collection has long been known to
those who devote their research to Portugal and Italy and who have studied parts of the
collection, Costa-Gomes is the first to consider it in its entirety, and thus this book
makes a significant contribution to the study of a number of fields within
Renaissance history and literary studies.

If the text is devoted almost entirely to the letters themselves, the first forty or so
pages offer important introductory remarks about the abbot himself, the letter collec-
tion, the role of letter writing during the Renaissance, the organization of the text, the
work of a variety of scholars, and the tradition of letter writing in the Renaissance. In
these pages we meet the Portuguese-born abbot DomGomes Eanes, the son of a notary,
who left Lisbon for Padua in 1409 to pursue the study of law, only to change course and
become a monk. Drawn to Benedictine religious life, and the reforms taking place
within the order by the early decades of the 1400s, Eanes entered the monastery of
Santa Maria of Florence, also known as the Badia Fiorentina, and by the 1420s he
had become its leader. Eanes remained at the Badia until 1439, when he left for a
short tenure as the head of the Camaldolese order. Eanes left Italy in 1441 to head
the monastery of Augustinian canons in Portugal, Santa Cruz of Coimbra, where he
died, in 1459.

As a complement to a biographical sketch of Eanes, the editor sheds light on both
Eanes’s religious circle and the wider web of those who corresponded with him—useful
background for contextualizing the abbot as a sought-after intermediary by both reli-
gious and lay elites. For example, in a letter from July 1431 the assistance of the abbot is
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