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Social Teaching are pastoral. Each chapter concludes with a series of discus-
sion questions that both help to gauge understanding of the themes and
prompt reflection on personal and communal responses to practical justice
issues. The book includes a number of helpful appendices designed to aid
in preaching and liturgical practice: a Homily and Catechetical Message
Guide that aligns readings and the liturgical calendar with the themes; a
Sample Penance Service; very brief papal biographies; and a chart of historical
milestones that illustrates emergence of the documents in light of other world
events. There is also a glossary of terms and suggested readings and
resources. Given that A Concise Guide to Catholic Social Teaching is an invi-
tation to study Catholic social teaching more deeply, the suggested readings
could be updated and could include more diverse voices who engage with the
teaching in scholarly and pedagogical literature. Such enhancement could
make the text even more helpful for lesson plan and syllabi preparation.

The organization, length, and affordability make this an ideal resource in
pastoral and catechetical settings for ministers (especially those engaged in
service and social justice work), teachers, and preachers. In the high school
classroom and introductory college course settings, A Concise Guide to
Catholic Social Teaching would be especially welcome in bringing students
with less background up to speed and give them an accessible place to turn
to learn about the “best kept secret.”

MARY M. DOYLE ROCHE
College of the Holy Cross
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Robert McKim'’s introduction to his edited volume Religious Perspectives on
Religious Diversity opens with thirty questions that draw the reader into a conver-
sation already long in progress. The queries “What are insiders to a religious tra-
dition to say about outsiders?” and “What are insiders to a religious tradition to
say about other religious traditions?” are points of departure within the series of
questions, which teases apart—very carefully and very precisely—the theological
issues at stake in light of the reality of religious diversity. The question series
leaves the reader pondering just how complicated these issues are and eager
to see the proposals offered within the volume.

In addition to the questions, the opening chapter offers a rich summary of
each essay included the book. The summaries are so detailed, in fact, that it
feels like one is getting a taste of every dish on the book’s menu, and from
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there, may decide how to proceed with the meal. One may, however, be
inclined to sample the whole lot because each essay is a meal in and of itself.

One strength of this book lies in the diversity of perspectives represented
among the volume’s contributors. Multiple essays from Jewish and Muslim
authors challenge the notion that the theology of religions is a conversation
and concern only among Christians. Moreover, these essays demonstrate
that there is no single Jewish or Muslim approach to the issue, just as there
is no one Christian theology of religion.

Of particular note is the way that each chapter approaches age-old issues
with new eyes. The authors are well aware of the historical baggage unavoid-
able in theologies of religions conversations. Yet, they bring fresh perspectives
and offer new insights, even when making what are essentially inclusivist
arguments. As McKim observes, the essays are genuinely appreciative of reli-
gious traditions and religious others. Many also remain fairly traditional in
their overall outlook regarding the importance of particular truth claims
that are rooted in the religious traditions from which the scholars emerge.
Although the volume does not revolutionize the field, it does show that the
conversation, on which many have placed a moratorium, is not dead, and
that fruitful work in the area is still being done by committed scholars.

The essays are suitable for graduate students and scholars engaged in
work in religious pluralism, theologies of religion, and comparative theology.
As with all collaborative volumes, the contributions are variable in terms of
quality and depth, but on the whole, they are well worth consideration. The
strength of the diverse perspectives discussed herein may pose a challenge
for some readers not well versed in the scholarship of all the Abrahamic tra-
ditions included in the book. Still, there is much to be gained from reading the
chapters representing less-familiar traditions (i.e., for a given individual) for
the sense of perspective almost certainly developed through de-centering
one’s own tradition, even if only for a short while.

MAUREEN L. WALSH
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Meaghan O’Keefe, assistant professor of religious studies at the University
of California, Davis, employs the methods of rhetorical analysis to examine
linguistic strategies employed in United States Conference of Catholic
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