
Drawing on the case of the first weizzā pagoda constructed in 1958 in Allegany,
New York, chapter 4 goes over some of the main themes described in the previous
chapters, for example, on the role of weizzā in protecting and propagating the sāsana.
It re-examines their specific position in the lives of Myanmarese in the diaspora, who
continue to worship Bo Min Gaung and spread Buddhist sites that harness weizzā
power further afield. Patton also situates weizzā in an era after the sangha reforms
of the 1980s, followed by the state policy of the 1990s, propagating the sāsana for
the legitimation of the military government.

In the final chapter, Patton takes up the issue of the weizzā cult’s marginality and
explores why some Myanmarese publicly disparage those referred to as bodaw or
weizzā and why their practices are criticised as ‘not Buddhist’. Patton states that
even his interlocutors were worried that his book on the weizzā cult might give his
foreign readers a distorted impression of Myanmar’s Buddhism (p. 116). Thus,
there is a disjunction between the Theravada Buddhist orthodoxy propagated in
Myanmar and the popular localised practice of weizzā; exemplified in the hostile pub-
lic rhetoric and private adherence to the weizzā cult. Meanwhile, the lifting of censor-
ship and popularity of social media under the former NLD government seems to have
revived an interest in weizzā, especially amongst the affluent urban population as well
as people in other Asian countries who are constructing weizzā pagodas and installing
statues of Bo Min Gaung. In this respect, the book also offers a different perspective
on the recent transformation of Myanmar society, especially when the world is pre-
sented through the lens of people’s lived religious experiences.

Patton travelled around the country for a decade, collecting stories and testi-
monies from people whose lives have been touched by wizards and usually changed
for the better. He has woven together events and stories of devotees from magazine
articles, devotional literature, patients’ reports and testimonials, and built up a com-
prehensive image of the weizzā. Their narrated stories seem to take a life of their own
and continue to spread weizzā mystique in the popular media. And yet, Myanmar’s
wizards remain as elusive as ever, especially to those who do not share the affective
or emotive experiences of their devotees.
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Kenneth Faulve-Montojo provides a lucid and insightful narrative of the tough and
gruelling negotiations between the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the
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Government of the Philippines (GOP) under the Marcos, Aquino, and Ramos admin-
istrations on reforming two critical postwar Philippine economic policies. In the
1980s the government established a petroleum price support system, known as the
Oil Price Stabilization Fund (OPSF) to address distributive goals, but over the years
it proved to be very costly to maintain. The government’s import policies favoured
import-substituting domestic producers, but those policies led to the unintended
consequence of a weak and inefficient sector subsisting only because of protection
provided by high tariff and non-tariff barriers.

The OPSF and the import policies weighed down economic growth and soon
huge fiscal deficits and balance of payments problems arose, forcing the GOP to
seek IMF assistance to ‘resolve its macroeconomic imbalances’ (p. 1). The government
eventually dismantled OPSF and pursued import liberalisation in exchange for much-
needed financing from the IMF and commercial sources. The reform policies were
preconditions for five economic programmes (1984, 1986, 1989, 1991 and 1994)
designed to address stabilisation and structural adjustment objectives. But what deter-
mined these outcomes, the reform policies and the accompanying economic pro-
grammes? Faulve-Montojo argues that ‘the key toward determining the outcome is
conditioned on the negotiation process’ (p. 2).

Faulve-Montojo uses his account of the GOP-IMF negotiations spanning 1984 to
1994 as a case study to develop a mid-range theory of negotiation. He believes that
such a case study is a ‘viable approach toward theory building’ (p. 285). His tightly
woven but nuanced study shines a bright light on the process of bargaining, the
goals and behaviour of different players, including veto players, under a
principal-agent framework, and the causal mechanisms or strategies that can deliver
expected outcomes. His point of departure in setting elements of a mid-range theory
of negotiation is the seminal work of Robert D. Putnam (‘Diplomacy and domestic
politics: The logic of two-level games’, International Organization 42, 3 [1988]:
427–60) describing ‘international negotiations as a two-level game involving “a nego-
tiator who must deal simultaneously with counterparts from other nations referred to
as international Level I” and domestic constituency within his nation, referred to as
domestic Level II’ (p. 8). His insights from Putnam’s model and its subsequent
improvements by other authors finds a concrete application in the GOP-IMF negoti-
ation process. The clever utilisation of a case study for establishing a mid-range theory
of negotiation explains the intuitive appeal of the book.

The IMF and the GOP enter into conditionality negotiations prior to the desig-
nation of an appropriate economic programme. In exchange for financial assistance,
the GOP has to alter policies that cause macroeconomic imbalances and adopt
growth-enhancing policies. A problematical part of such negotiations is securing
approval of the negotiated terms and conditions from the principal (head of govern-
ment or the IMF executive board, Level I) and support by domestic constituencies
(Level II) as well as managing political economy implications to vested interest
groups. In other words, the recipient country needs to gain domestic ratification of
the international agreement with the least possible resistance by veto players.

Vested interests are private and public veto players who must be wooed to sup-
port reform policies. Chief negotiators from either side deploy different strategies such
as deference to individuals who have the ear of key decision-makers (for example, the
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head of government) or invoking international commitments to reform as a mechan-
ism to generate support for reform policies. Often, side-payments to recalcitrant
veto players are used to reduce resistance to reforms; defections from the negotiating
table due to adamant objections to necessary reforms could derail an economic
programme.

Faulve-Montojo convincingly demonstrates that the outcome is conditioned on
the ‘process of bargaining with various private and public veto players’ (p. 2) and a
deft deployment of appropriate negotiation strategies that has resulted in the agree-
ments and formulation of five economic programmes. Negotiation is never an easy
process, but the more arduous task is the implementation of reform policies.
Indeed ‘acceptance of the policy is easy; implementation is hard’ (p. 2) is a terse
yet telling description of what lies ahead for governments after securing an IMF eco-
nomic programme.

This is a must-read book for policymakers and observers of the politics and eco-
nomics of IMF-recipient countries and their negotiations over reforms. It is an erudite
but accessible piece of scholarship and it certainly deserves a prominent place along
similar works in the field of international economic relations, political economy and
behavioural economics.
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This book is essentially a collection of texts about gambling in Singapore and in
Las Vegas. The texts are presented as being unified mainly by the theme of the archi-
tectural and spatial dimensions of gambling, as well as by the notion of the ‘taming of
vice’. Other overarching concepts are ‘moral laundering’ and, in regard to Singapore,
‘progress without crisis’ and ‘nationalist modernity’.

The first chapter is about the definition of illegal gambling in colonial Singapore,
which focuses on the premises of gambling (the ‘Common gambling house’) rather
than the activity itself. We learn how this definition came about, how law enforcement
used it, and how organisers of illegal gambling responded. The second and third chap-
ters of the book investigate how this definition of gambling stood up to the alternate
iterations of gambling in Singapore and the shifting views on gambling, brought about
by modernisation and nation-building. For example, various forms of lotteries are
described, such as those targeting children and housewives. There is a very interesting
account and analysis of the role of small-scale gambling in the street economy, which
is ethnographic in nature and to a large extent based on oral history. We gain an
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