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peaceful Soviet citizens, most of them Jews, all of them enemies of Nazi Germany during World
War 11" (4). Whether this is a sufficient reason to treat this image as a “Holocaust liberation pho-
tograph” (4) is a matter for debate. The important thing, however, is that during his visit to
Kerch, Baltermants—who was himself Jewish—photographed both Jewish and non-Jewish vic-
tims, and it so happened that an image of grieving non-Jewish women (rather than of dead
Jewish women) later became his most famous work, and an iconic Soviet war photograph. As
Shneer’s analysis shows, this is because, unlike most atrocity images of that era, it was not
just a gruesome closeup of a corpse; the wide-angle shot captured the scale of the atrocity
and the emotional drama of its aftermath. The symbolic figure of the distraught woman evoked
the recognizable “pathos formula” (52) common in visual representations of war. Also, the pho-
tograph could cater to different audiences and address different ideological concerns: it could be
read as an image either of a massacre of civilians or of the aftermath of a heroic battle. Perhaps
most importantly, the image is visually very striking. As we learn in the book, the black men-
acing clouds hanging over the grisly scene were added by Baltermants after the war, to provide a
sense of perspective and make the photograph more arresting. Thus, an image that constituted
proof of Nazi depravity in 1942 was transformed many years later into a piece of art, to be gazed
at and admired for its aesthetic and visual properties.

Perhaps the most significant and thought-provoking aspect of Shneer’s meticulously
researched and compelling book is the account of the transformation of Baltermants’ photo-
graph from a World War II historical document to a global artistic commodity. Shneer explores
how in the 1980s, during the glasnost era, Baltermants became the “Soviet Robert Capa” (143)
and how signed prints of his work became collectors’ items, auctioned on the fine photogra-
phy market in the United States. Two decades later, whole collections of Soviet-era photo-
graphs were being bought and sold on the international market by art collectors among
Russian billionaires or by shadowy investment funds. In 2021, Baltermants’ archive was sold
at an internet auction for $1.3 million to a mysterious conglomerate, and it remains in an
undisclosed location. In many ways, the story of Grief is the story of Soviet and Russian soci-
ety’s (and arguably the world’s) changing values, ideologies, and ways of seeing.

David Shneer wrote Grief while engaged in a long battle with brain cancer. Tragically, he lost
that battle in November 2020, just a few weeks after the book was published. As well as being a
prominent scholar of Russian Jewish history and a much-loved professor at the University of
Colorado, David was an accomplished singer, a committed activist for a variety of progressive
causes, a loyal friend, and a loving husband and father. His untimely death deprived the schol-
arly community of a talented and highly regarded colleague, whose books taught us so much
about the importance of the visual in our understanding of the past.
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Seventy-five years after the Holocaust, those who survived as children now form the major-
ity of survivors still alive and able to speak about their experiences. Over the last two
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decades, their accounts have gained recognition as valuable tools for historical reconstruc-
tion. Scholars such as Debérah Dwork (Children with a Star [1991]), Nicholas Stargardt
(Witnesses of War [2005]), and Lynn Nicholas (Cruel World [2006]) were among the first to ges-
ture in that direction.

Rebecca Clifford’s book makes a distinctive contribution to the growing literature on child
survivors as it uncovers the postwar lives of the very youngest survivors who had the slimmest
chance of survival of any age group during the Holocaust. Survivors focus on the stories of one
hundred Jewish children born between 1935 and 1944, who lived through the Nazi atrocities in
camps and ghettos, in hiding or in flight. “Who am I and how can I make sense of my life when I
don’t know where I come from?” (3) These were pressing questions for those very young sur-
vivors in the aftermath of the Holocaust. Turning to a wealth of original material—archival
documents, aid organization records and care home reports, indemnity claims, interviews
with child survivors, foster parents, social workers, and psychotherapists—Clifford explores
the legacy of the Holocaust in the long term, revealing the complexities of the interplay
between trauma, memory, and identity in the survivors’ lives.

Early postwar estimates provided by international aid organizations suggest that 150,000
of Europe’s Jewish children survived the Holocaust, out of a prewar population of 1.5 million.
Yet such figures are complicated by questions about the accepted boundaries of childhood at
the time, the nature of survival, and the visibility of child survivors to aid agencies after the
war. In her discussion of methodology, Clifford pays due consideration to the complexities of
the child survivors’ situation as well as the significance of names as a marker of identity:
While archival policies often enforce confidentiality and anonymity, for child survivors
whose names were concealed, changed, or simply lost during the Holocaust, preserving iden-
tity becomes a sensitive issue. Clifford ably navigates the situation by using the children’s
first name and the initial of their surname at birth unless they requested anonymity.

The book follows a broadly chronological approach, charting the children’s wartime expe-
riences and the different trajectories their lives took as they grew into adulthood and old
age. Special emphasis is placed on the early life of child survivors and their immediate post-
war experience. As many child survivors lacked clear memories of prewar life, liberation did
not always bring closure to their wartime experience. Numerous children who survived in
hiding found themselves torn away from what were often loving host families. Repeated sep-
aration from caregivers and frequent displacement could be just as unsettling as reunions
with surviving parents, siblings, or other relatives, who were no longer familiar to the chil-
dren or able to tend to their emotional needs. The adults’ silencing of the children’s ques-
tions, their insistence on living by forgetting and accepting that they were the “lucky ones”
further tore the social fabric of children’s memory. Postwar care homes run by Holocaust
survivors were often better equipped to support the uprooted children as they developed
a new and complex identity based on their shared experience of war. Clifford’s findings sug-
gest that many children preferred communal living with other young survivors to living in
the fragile, post-Holocaust family—a realization that challenges value judgments about fam-
ily reunifications and happy endings for survivor children.

Of course, families were not alone in crafting momentous turning points in the children’s
postwar experience. Clifford deftly shines a light on the wide array of actors involved in
postwar child aid. Her evaluation of the so-called war orphan schemes coordinated after
1945 by Jewish emigration agencies and international relief organizations corroborates the
findings of Tara Zahra (The Lost Children [2011]): competing claims were placed on children
as remnants and symbols by nations, families, and religions, and strategic considerations
played an important part in the resettlement schemes. Children were chosen according to
their expected ability to integrate into the new environment, and orphan care was a fore-
most priority. However, Clifford argues that young survivors were often able to subvert
aid organization agendas, even if that meant concealing information and misleading adults.

Child survivor agency in negotiating identity and life trajectories is a major theme in the
book and carries into the final section, which provides a broad overview of how individuals
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understand their adult life in relationship to the past, how they narrate their experience in
interviews, and how they fit into survivor networks. Clifford’s survey of the development of
memory agency since the 1970s is particularly insightful for understanding the difficulties
arising for child survivors both from the testimonial framework and the rhetoric of legacies
used by certain oral history projects. The construction of well-composed accounts aligned to
set expectations of linear, coherent narratives with a redemptive message inevitably
involves stylizing experiences and suppressing the sense of uncertainty, rupture, and loss
inherent to child survivor stories. Some interviewees try to meet such audience expecta-
tions, while others choose to maintain the authenticity of their fragmented stories.

In analyzing key experiences of child survivors such as the immediate postwar resettle-
ment in pan-European and global locations, the restitution process started with the West
German Federal Indemnification Law of 1953, and the late recognition of the specific child
survivor status in the 1990s, Clifford impressively balances the “telling” of the story from
the children’s perspectives with interludes focused on the visions and expectations of the
adults. There is sometimes a slight tendency to amplify the aspect of child agency and
the female voice. However, this should not detract from the fact that Rebecca Clifford has
assembled a rich and timely examination of the long-term experiential drama of child
Holocaust survivors that challenges in many ways commonplace assumptions about
children, trauma, and victimhood.
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Germany is not the first country to phase out nuclear power voluntarily, a distinction that
belongs to Italy, nor will it be the last, if Belgium, Spain, and Switzerland implement their current
plans. Yet the breakdown of the “atomic consensus” (2) that started in the 1960s is undoubtedly
an important development for modern Germany, tied up with vast changes in society, culture,
domestic and international politics, the media, and the popular understanding of technology and
its proper relationship with nature. Dolores L. Augustine has written an extremely useful study of
Germany’s nuclear phase-out from the perspective of both postwar German states. She con-
cludes that the German government’s decision in 2011 to close all nuclear power plants by
2022 was the result of “two converging, but in some ways contradictory, forces” that had devel-
oped over the preceding decades—*“citizen’s activism” and “environmentalism’s professionaliza-
tion and fuller integration into the capitalist system” (230). She gives citizen’s activism its proper
due by featuring the famous protests at Wyhl, Brokdorf, and Gorleben, as well as the lesser-
known one in East Berlin in 1986-1987. She is, however, particularly interested in how the anti-
nuclear power movement accepted, adopted, and popularized scientific arguments to contest
the consensus of technocratic experts behind government energy policies.

Augustine argues that five factors explain why the new, negative view of nuclear power
became predominant. Three of them are already familiar to students of postwar Germany.
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