
Pelling). It broadly examines three different forms of past: the heroic past, examined
mostly in papers on Greek literature but also through Greek art (Shapiro); the primor-
dial past of ancient cataclysms (Morgan), races of metal (Currie), or the era before ani-
mal sacrifice (Kearns); and the past of recent times as reflected in Greek depictions of
Persian history (Llewellyn-Jones) or references to past events in oratory and comedy.
Despite its promising theme and stimulating individual chapters, the volume lacks
focus or any overall argument, and is particularly handicapped by the lack of a proper
introduction or conclusion, although the commentaries offer some interesting, if
contradictory, points. Although many papers simply focus on aspects of the treatment
of the past in one particular genre or author without offering a wider argument, some
chapters raise important issues that will require future attention: particularly intriguing
are the arguments of Currie and Morgan that the temporal schemes present in Hesiod
and Plato might be doing radically different things compared to historical narratives, or
Henderson’s and Lambert’s tracing of changing attitudes in dealing with the past in
comedy and epigraphy.
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Roman History
This crop of books features, inter alia, a real blockbuster, the Roman Guy Fawkes, a
host of bishops, and the welcome appearance of some Roman women. The under-
representation of women as writers of Roman history has been something I noted in
previous reviews; the under-representation of women in Roman history is scarcely
news, meanwhile. However, this review includes no fewer than three biographies of
Roman women, only one of whom was an empress (who could be considered the
‘usual suspects’).1

Gillian Clark’s account of Augustine’s mother, Monica,2 is tellingly subtitled ‘An
ordinary saint’. It is of course very rare for us to know so much about such an ‘ordinary’
woman, and the fact that we do is due to the fact that she was mother of such an extra-
ordinary son. Augustine gives vivid snapshots of his mother, most vividly of course in
his unique Confessions, as well as in his early dialogues, where she appears as an intel-
ligent and curious, if unschooled, participant. That the Monica written by Augustine is
very much a partial literary construction is not something that Clark shies away from;
nor does she hide the less palatable (to us) aspects of Augustine’s picture of Monica and
his views on women in general. Meanwhile, Clark builds up her picture of Monica and
other ‘ordinary’ women of Late Antiquity with the command of a wide range of

1 Two of them come from the welcome OUP series Women in Antiquity. Faustina I and II.
Imperial Women of the Golden Age, by Barbara Levick, reviewed in a previous issue, is part of the
same series.

2 Monica. An Ordinary Saint. By Gillian Clark. Women in Antiquity. Oxford and New York,
Oxford University Press, 2015. Pp. viii + 199. 14 illustrations, 1 map. Hardback £64, ISBN:
978-0-19-998838-9; paperback £18.99, ISBN: 978-0-19-998839-6.
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sources. It is the very real skill of this biographer to bring Monica to life with great intel-
lectual sympathy in a subtle and deeply humane book which taught me new things
about Monica, Augustine, and indeed the society and culture of Late Antiquity in
which women, no less than men, played an integral part.

The next subject in question is in fact nameless: the Turia of the title3 is rather
‘Turia’, the anonymous recipient of a lengthy epitaph from the very last years of the
Roman Republic, long known as the Laudatio Turiae. It is indeed a unique and endless-
ly fascinating text and provides a stimulating basis for this monograph, which success-
fully uses the case of ‘Turia’ to unravel key themes and questions in the turbulent
political history of the last years of the Republic, as well as in the history of Roman
women in the period. Both the epitaph and Osgood’s analysis manage to humanize
both the political conflict and the legal history (which study of the epitaph has often
tended to focus on) involved. An added bonus of this volume is the illustrated discus-
sion of the monumentality of the laudatio and related inscriptions and tomb monu-
ments, which many readers, including students, will find invaluable; useful too is the
presentation of the text and translation as an appendix. The fact remains, of course,
that the actual lived history of even elite Roman women is difficult to extract from
the so-often exemplary discourses that we have to work with.

Empresses are of course the ancient Roman women who were the most likely to
receive detailed attention from writers both ancient and modern. Unlike Monica and
Turia, the empress Galla Placidia has in fact received her second biography in four
years.4 The life story of Galla Placidia is indeed a gripping one and the historical back-
ground of turmoil and change is fascinating. A cast of characters including Augustine
and Attila the Hun adds to the picture. Salisbury takes us through the life cycle of Galla
Placidia as well as using her as the focus to examine the period and its transformations.
The narrative is readable and doubtless there are many who will find this a useful intro-
duction to the period and a fascinating account of an empress who led an unusually
dramatic life. While Salisbury generally does well to elucidate the key political and reli-
gious themes of the period the expert reader is a little frustrated by her frequent reluc-
tance to probe beneath the surface and build upon the nuances established by recent
studies of the period, relying rather on the broad strokes of what is at times a rather
dated picture. It is unfortunate that the book cover claims the striking ‘Brescia medal-
lion’ to be a portrait of Galla Placidia and her children, when it is widely acknowledged
to be nothing of the sort.

The final subject of a ‘life’ in this crop, in quite some contrast to the pious empress,
is, according to Barbara Levick, the Roman ‘equivalent of Britain’s Guy Fawkes’ (xi).5

She goes on to compare the case of Lucius Sergius Catilina with a detective story:

3 Turia. A Roman Woman’s Civil War. By Josiah Osgood. Women in Antiquity. Oxford and
New York, Oxford University Press, 2014. Pp. xvi + 215. Hardback £68, ISBN:
978-0-19-983234-7; paperback £19.99, ISBN: 978-0-19-983234-7.

4 Rome’s Christian Empress. Galla Placidia Rules at the Twilight of the Empire. By Joyce
E. Salisbury. Baltimore, MD, Johns Hopkins University Press, 2015. Pp. ix + 236. 11 halftones,
1 line drawing, 7 maps. Hardcover £22.50, ISBN: 978-1-4214-1700-4. The ‘Women in
Antiquity’ series published H. Savin, Galla Placidia. The Last Roman Empress (Oxford, 2011),
which followed on from S. I. Oost, Galla Placidia Augusta (Chicago, IL, 1968).

5 Catiline. By Barbara Levick. Ancients in Action. London, Bloomsbury Academic, 2015. Pp.
xiii + 134. Paperback £14.99, ISBN: 978-1-4725-3489-7.
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intriguing and problematic in equal measure. This is very much a book aimed at stu-
dents, and will be very useful as such. In a highly judicious and concise account, the
complex issues of the Late Republic are dealt with clearly and the problems of the
sources are laid out with exemplary carefulness. This is certainly not an account
which allows us to take Cicero or Sallust at face value. The bigger picture is expertly
laid out and underlying the whole is a persuasive argument:

that we have a set of politicians who were victims of the conventions of their city and
forced to play a political game that was governed by long-standing rules. Those rules
favoured birth and wealth, and a man who was disadvantaged had to manipulate, or
sometimes break, the rules to make his way. (121)

Therefore, neither Cicero nor Catilina can be easily cast as hero or villain. We are
wisely reminded not to be taken in by the supposed virtues of the Roman Republic
but to remember the price of power, a theme to which we shall shortly return.

However, having considered four individual lives, we can now turn to a book which
uses the form of collective biography in order to retell the story of the rise of
Christianity in Late Antiquity from a new angle.6 This lively and readable study
looks at the ‘last pagan generation’, focusing on Ausonius, Vettius Agorius
Praetextatus, Libanius, and Themistius. The driving conceit of Watts’s book is that,
while later scholars and students have tended to assume that the writing was there
on the wall for the traditional religion of Rome in the late fourth century, it did not
necessarily feel that way at the time. Watts’s generation were not zealous ‘pagans’
but rather ‘the last Romans to grow up in a world that simply could not imagine a
Roman world dominated by a Christian majority’ (6). Watts weaves the stories of
his gang of four elegantly into his narrative, with the sequential focus taking us from
childhood to old age working well. There are areas of interpretation that might be
questioned: for example, was the hardening religious climate really so unforeseeable
for these men? And, as with Alan Cameron’s magisterial Last Pagans,7 one might
again query why the pagans of our concern always have to be elite (even super-elite)
men. Nonetheless, this is an attractive account that puts something of a new spin
on a familiar story.

A fascinatingly different approach to the religious changes of the period is to be
found in Ville Vuolanto’s study of children and asceticism.8 Scholarship on children
is a rapidly growing field and this account certainly provides a new perspective on
the important late antique development of asceticism. The central paradox here is, of
course, that the ideology of asceticism was hostile to people having children while at
the same time being dependent on these people’s children for the fostering and con-
tinuity of ascetic institutions. Ascetic texts from Late Antiquity seem at first unpromising

6 The Final Pagan Generation. By Edward Watts. Oakland, CA University of California Press,
2015. Pp. xvii + 327. Hardback £24.95, ISBN: 978-0-520-28370-1.

7 A. Cameron, The Last Pagans of Rome (Oxford, 2011).
8 Children and Asceticism in Late Antiquity. Continuity, Family Dynamics and the Rise of

Christianity. By Ville Vuolanto. Farnham, Ashgate, 2015. Pp. viii + 263. 1 b/w illustration.
Hardback £63, ISBN: 978-1-4724-1436-6.
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ground for historians of the family, although they provide plenty of striking moments.
Note in particular Jerome’s advice on responding to your family should they beg you
not to leave: you should trample your father under foot as he lies on the threshold
(Jerome, Ep. 14.2). Vuolanto’s study looks at the interaction between familial strat-
egies and the growth of asceticism in Late Antiquity, using a wide range of literary
sources and approaches from the study of family history. The result is an innovative
book that certainly brings something new to the history of asceticism.

The development of the papacy in Late Antiquity is another key theme in the study
of the period, and recent work has done much to transform our views of the field.
Dunn’s edited volume9 shows its involvement in ongoing debates, not least by its
title: that is, that it is not called The Pope in Late Antiquity. One of the challenges of
studying the late antique sources related to the bishopric of Rome is avoiding the temp-
tation to view them in teleological perspective and this is a temptation that the papers
here avoid admirably. Unusually for a collection of conference papers, the essays are
generally clear and relatively accessible to those whose expertise in the field is not exten-
sive. While accessible English translations of many of the key sources involved are few
and far between, the translations provided here will be welcomed by students in par-
ticular. The realities and challenges of episcopal authority are well brought out by
the various scholars. While more attention to cross-referencing would have produced
a more fully rounded volume, this collection does provide a stimulating snapshot of
ongoing work that will undoubtedly encourage future research.

Late antique bishops are just some of the characters to appear on the move in an
edited volume which reflects upon the ‘spatial turn’ that has had a great influence on
studies of architecture and topography and, as particularly relevant here, their inter-
action with ancient history.10 The papers consider different aspects of urban move-
ment, of the interaction of people and place in the cityscape of Rome from the
Republic to Late Antiquity. This allows for a range of approaches from literary scholars,
archaeologists, and ancient historians of varying interests. We consider, inter alia, the
Roman male elite going about with their entourages as part of ‘visualized hierarchies’
(10), aristocratic virgins who, according to ascetic discourse, were not supposed to
move about at all, and members of all classes participating in religious processions.
The transition to Late Antiquity is productive of a number of papers looking at how
new patterns of ritual movement structured and gave new layers of meaning to the top-
ography of the city and its significance for city dwellers and visitors. Cultural memory is
a pertinent concept here and is one of several which could have benefited from more
sustained attention. There are eighteen rather short chapters and, as so often, the
book would have benefited from perhaps fewer but longer, more developed papers.
It is also worth noting that cross-referencing across papers would have made for a richer
volume (this would undoubtedly have been aided by the use of footnotes, rather than
endnotes, which are not really appropriate in a publication of this kind). Nonetheless,

9 The Bishop of Rome in Late Antiquity. Edited by Geoffrey B. Dunn. Farnham, Ashgate, 2015.
Pp. xi + 273. 1 map. Hardback £70, ISBN: 978-1-4724-5551-2.

10 The Moving City. Processions, Passages and Promenades in Ancient Rome. Edited by Ida
Östenberg, Simon Malmberg, and Jonas Bjørnebye. London, Bloomsbury Academic, 2015. Pp.
xiv + 361. 10 b/w illustrations. Hardback £80, ISBN: 978-1-4725-2800-1.
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this is a fascinating volume to dip into, and strongly indicative of a range of interesting
interdisciplinary work going on in the study of the city of Rome.

To return to a topic that might well be more familiar to readers of the Roman history
subject review, the story of the ‘Roman revolution’ has been told many times; Richard
Alston’s new account is part of a series called ‘Ancient Warfare and Civilization’,
which, according to the front matter, offers ‘compelling new narratives of the armed
conflicts that shaped and reshaped the classical world’.11 The angle of this particular
retelling is a concentration on the violence of this revolution, an exposure of the real
cost of the so-called Augustan settlement. While no scholar of Roman history can be
unaware of this, Alston does provide a lively account which provides a useful corrective
to the often more gung-ho narrative histories on offer. The bloody trail of violence of
these years, the human cost both to Romans and their conquests, is exposed vividly
throughout this work. It is a book to recommend to students or interested general read-
ers rather than a monograph offering new interpretations. Nonetheless, I found
Alston’s focus on networks persuasive, a useful alternative to a long-rejected institution-
al approach to the ‘Roman revolution”. The author is surely right to stress the role of ‘a
patrimonial network that came to dominate all aspects of political life. It was this net-
work, not exactly an institution, not exactly an insurgent group, but a significant polit-
ical force nonetheless, that drove Rome’s revolution’ (335–6).

Finally we come to a true blockbuster account of Roman history.12 In 544 pages,
Mary Beard seeks to explain – to what will surely be a vast audience – what enabled
the rise of Rome, what this phenomenon was like in reality for a wide range of types
of people, and why we should care. As will be expected, this is a lively and hugely
engaging account of Rome to 211 CE which does not talk down to a general audience
but takes the view that traditional and clichéd views should be questioned even in popu-
lar works of history. As such, the story begins not at the beginning but by plunging the
reader straight into 63 BCE and the Catilinarian ‘crisis’. Beard argues that it is only from
the first century BCE that we can really explore Rome ‘close up and in vivid detail’ (22).
Nonetheless, we are then returned to the beginning, though we are reminded of the
impossibility of settling on any single story for the ‘birth of Rome’. Archaeological evi-
dence is nicely elucidated alongside the literary sources throughout, as we move from
the intriguing early inscription reading RECEI, which provides confirmation of some
kind of kingship at Rome, to the tomb of Scipios, which brings us to what Beard
calls in her chapter heading ‘Rome’s great leap forward’. This engaging account of
Rome’s rise and the conflict this involved sweeps us along up to the death of Caesar,
when we take a pause at the moment of great transition. Beard’s point here is that a
linear account will not suit the breadth of the Roman Empire. Hence, after a chapter
on Augustus (Beard freely admits a number of questions remain, not least, ‘How far
was he simply lucky to have survived so long?’ [384]), we get all fourteen emperors
up to 211 CE covered in one chapter. This is a wise choice, and the broader canvas
that is stretched at this point produces a properly innovative popular history book.

11 Rome’s Revolution. Death of the Republic and Birth of the Empire, By Richard Alston. Ancient
Warfare and Civilization. Oxford and New York, Oxford University Press, 2015. Pp. xvii + 385. 18
illustrations, 7 maps. Hardback £20, ISBN: 978-0-19-973976-9.

12 SPQR. A History of Ancient Rome. By Mary Beard. London, Profile Books, 2015. Pp. 606.
Hardback £25, ISBN: 978-1-84668-380-0.

SUBJECT REVIEWS 139

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0017383515000315 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0017383515000315


As Beard asks, ‘Howmuch difference, and to whom, did the qualities of the man on the
throne make?’ (400), which does not mean that she does not explore a number of fas-
cinating anecdotes about Roman imperial behaviour. (In the interest of disclosure, I
will admit that I first came across many of these in a class on Roman emperors taught
by Beard herself some twenty years ago.) We next move to the ‘haves and have-nots’,
making it clear that the non-elite was not an undifferentiated mass, as Beard elucidates
a world of popular culture as well as one of crime and poverty. The final chapter looks
at Rome outside Rome and here a number of themes from the book are tied together.
Beard argues that in the Roman Empire of the second century CE we can see the
co-existence of seemingly incompatible visions of empire, both consolidation and
expansion: ‘In practice. . .the empire of the first two centuries CE became less a field
of conquest and pacification and more a territory to be managed, policed and taxed’
(487). In contrast to traditional narratives, she lays out the social and cultural world
of the provinces of the Roman Empire as one of bottom-up rather than top-down
change, of hybridity rather than straightforward ‘Romanization’. It is the material evi-
dence that is the most striking here, notably the evidence of the scale of the Roman sup-
ply chain from ‘Mons Claudianus’ in the Egyptian desert, and the multicultural
inscriptions from Hadrian’s Wall, most poignantly that composed by Barates from
Palmyra for his wife, Regina. Beard says that to write Roman history ‘demands a par-
ticular sort of imagination’ which is ‘rather like walking on a tightrope, a very careful
balancing act’ (19): while lots seems familiar much more is alien. In this account,
she walks the tightrope with aplomb. It is a joy to read a work aimed at a general audi-
ence which does not shy away from the complexities, absurdities, and difficulties of
Roman history, as well as the complexities of the relationship of this history with our
own present.
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Art and Archaeology
In 1830 a hoard of Roman silver weighing some 25 kilograms was recovered from farm-
land near Berthouville, between Rouen and Caen. The silver was mostly worked into
drinking vessels and associated items such as jugs, ladles, and bowls. Two statuettes
of the god Mercury confirmed this as a votive deposit, as indicated by various dedica-
tions from Romano-Gallic pilgrims, notably on nine pieces left by Quintus Domitius
Tutus (‘Mr Safe’) in the mid-first century AD. Restored by conservation experts at
the Getty Museum, the cache – along with several other treasures from Gaul – has
served as witness to ‘Roman luxury’ in an exhibition on tour in the USA. The exhibi-
tion’s catalogue is a volume that earns its place in any classical library. The Berthouville
Silver Treasure and Roman Luxury1 may not add very much to our understanding of

1 The Berthouville Silver Treasure and Roman Luxury. Edited by Kenneth Lapatin. Los Angeles,
CA, Getty Publications 2014. Pp. x + 190. 98 colour and 21 b/w illustrations, 2 maps. Hardback
£39.95, ISBN: 978-1-60606-420-7.
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