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Abstracts

Old State, New Society: Indonesia’s New Order in Comparative
Historical Perspective

BenepicT R. O'G. ANDERSON

The author of this article argues that the paradox of postcolonial states pursuing
internal and external policies remarkably similar to those of their colonial predeces-
sors, despite the passage from colonialism to independence, is best resolved by
focusing on the distinct, long-standing, institutional interests of the state-qua-state.
It is these interests that make explicable the key policies of Suharto’s New Order
toward economic development, the Chinese minority, participatory organizations,
and internal and external security. The author analyzes the nature and growth of the
Dutch colonial state, its decline and near-collapse between 1942 (Japanese invasion)
and 1965 (downfall of Sukarno’s Guided Democracy), and its revival under ex-colonial
sergeant Suharto.

Staying On: Japanese Soldiers and Civilians in China, 1945-1949
DonaLp G. GiLLiN with CHARLES ETTER

The authors examine the actions and motivations of the Japanese who remained in
China following Japan's surrender in August 1945. A large part of the Japanese Army
in China became involved in the civil war there, and it appears that both sides, but
especially the Nationalists, benefited from Japanese assistance. Although frequently
the victims of circumstance, the Japanese also deliberately intervened in the fighting
in the hope of continuing to influence the course of events in China. Such involve-
ment may have significantly affected Japan's subsequent relationship with both the
People’s Republic of China and the Chinese Nationalists on Taiwan.

Institutional Barriers, Marginality, and Adaptation Among the
American-Japanese Mixed Bloods In Japan

WiLLiam R. BURKHARDT

Guided by the perspective of marginality theory, the author examines the prob-
lems that have faced the mixed-blood progeny of Japanese women and American
military servicemen who were reared in father-absent homes and institutions in
Japan. The group has experienced discrimination according to racial, class, and
family background characteristics and has encountered barriers in the areas of
education, employment, marriage, and citizenship or legal status. Although cultur-
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ally Japanese, mixed bloods are often stereotyped by Japanese as cultural oddities or
aliens. Black Japanese have been especially victimized by discrimination and negative
stereotypes. Although most American-Japanese have accepted their marginal situa-
tion with a fate-orientation common among Japanese, some have responded mal-
adaptively with deviant patterns of aggressive or self-destructive behavior. Others have
sought emigration, and a few may have “passed” into Japanese society. The author
places these findings in the context of existing research on the Burakumin and Korean
minorities in Japan, Korean Amerasians, and Eurasians in East and South Asia.

Embodied Sumange’ in Luwu
SHELLY ERRINGTON

A creative, potent, formless energy is assumed to animate the universe in parts of
island Southeast Asia. In Luwu, a former kingdom of South Sulawesi (Celebes),
Indonesia, this energy is called sumange'. This paper describes how sumange’ is treated
within the human body, which it is said to animate, and the logic of ritual substance
that it implies. Because it can be lost through shock and routine depletion, humans
make efforts to care for it, retain it, and increase it. Because it is potent, concentra-
tions of it in people and places are dangerous. Its differential distribution orders the
social and natural universe.

Narratives of Peasant Uprisings in Japan
ANNE WALTHALL

Some records of social protest written during the Tokugawa period contain more
fiction than fact. Their form owes much to the structure of folktales, and their content
relies heavily on the military tales of the twelfth to thirteenth centuries. Although
they do not describe what peasants actually did, narratives of uprisings say a great deal
about how their listeners and readers viewed themselves and their society. In them
peasants became heroes— the subjects of action in a system that had defined them as
the passive objects of authority. As a paradigm for behavior at times of crisis, however,
the narratives came into increasing conflict with the dictates of individual self-
interest by the middle of the nineteenth century. The author draws on the theories of
Victor Turner to explain the function of fictionalized history for its audience and then
develops a historical model to correct the lacuna of the anchropological perspective.

Stability and Prosperity in Hong Kong: The Twilight of Laissez-faire
Colonialism?— A Review Article
Ming K. CHaN

Both Beijing and London have vowed to maintain Hong Kong'’s stability and

prosperity in the uncertainty surrounding the expiration of the New Territories Lease
in 1997. The six books under review are timely but not entirely successful attempts to
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trace local socioeconomic developments since the riots of 1967. Three major themes
emerge. The still-prevalent Chinese family system and social values have provided the
foundation for political stability during this period of drastic changes. The general
“prosperity” also entails human sacrifices and widening inequitable distribution of
this increased wealth. The policies of the colonial administration have been a far cry
from the ideals of laissez-faire government, and yet much remains to be done to make
Hong Kong a just society.

The Golden Age of Chinese Poetry— A Review Article
AnTtHONY C. YU

Unquestionably the most comprehensive single study of High T’ang poetry to
have appeared in English, Stephen Owens’ book surveys a crucial segment of Chinese
literary history and attempts to define a period style. Copious notes and translations
enhance the analysis of less well-known poets and major figures, including two
lengthy chapters on Tu Fu and Li Po. The book contributes to both criticism and

pedagogy.
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