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Wensday, an a grate numbre of diferrentartiklesare two be
soled hearâ€”pianoes,sowing machines,' etc.â€•In arithmeticthe
testscover the mechanical applicationof processes,mental arith
metic, selection of rules and powers of reasoning. In English they
show the powers of understandingthe meaning of words, spelling,
the constructionofsentences,historyand geography. Testsofthis
type are very helpful alternatives and may have a clinical value for
the estimation of backwardness in individual children, since exact
norms are given, but for this purpose the user of the tests must be
careful to adhere exactly to the full instructions for their application
if he is to utilize the results in a comparative manner.

E. SHRUBSALL.

Sex Hygiene. By OLIVER WALDO LINCOLN. London: John Bale,
Sons & Danielsson,Ltd.,1925. Pp.vi+ 33. Is.net.

From thescientificpointofview thislittlebook doesnot merit
the slightest attention. But productions of this kind are of im
portance, for the harm which they do is only too well known to
every practising psychiatrist. The book is mainly concerned with
the allegedevilresultsof masturbation.All kindsof ill-effects
are stated to followthispractice,and descriptionsare given (in
cluding one of â€œ¿�neurastheniaâ€œ¿�)which would terrify a boy or girl
who had indulged even occasionally in masturbation. For the
authordraws no distinctionbetween theoccasionaland theexcessive
practiceof thathabit. Itistalkof thiskindwhich has done so
much harm. The book assertsthat masturbation ispractisedto a
farlessextentby femalesthanby males. Alltheavailablescientific
evidence directlycontradictsthis view. The author appears to
have an obsessionon the subject,and he attributesthe alleged
deteriorationof the Britishracechieflyto thiscause. Ifa hun
dredth part of what he asserts about masturbation were true, the
wholehuman racewould haveceasedtoexist.The book iswritten
inthestyleoffiftyyearsago. Even a â€œ¿�ladymedicalpractitionerâ€•
isnot to be trustedto givesex instructionto schoolgirls,unless
accompaniedby theschoolnurse,or by â€œ¿�anothersuitableladyof
high character.â€•Parentsare advisedto impartsex teachingto
theirchildrenby means of illustrationsdrawn from botany. In
thisconnectiontheauthoractuallysuggeststhatthetermsâ€œ¿�lady
flowerâ€•and â€œ¿�gentlemanflowerâ€•are to be preferredto those of
â€œ¿�femaleâ€•and â€œ¿�male.â€•It is difficultto write with patience of
such absurditiesas these. M. HAMBLIN SMITH.

The Women Characters in Richard Wagner. By LOUISE BRINK,
Ph.D. New York and Washington: Nervous and Mental
Diseases Publishing Co., 1924. (Monograph Series No. 37.)
Med. 8vo. Pp. xv + 125. Price$2.00.

When religiousapologists,unable to stomach the sensualityof
the â€œ¿�Songof Songs,â€•gave thislovepoem a spiritualinterpretation
intermsof theirown orthodoxy,theyweredoingwhat allcriticsof
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works of artareapt to do when they areincapableof pure @sthetic
appreciation. We are all of us prone to seek an understanding
of the lower in terms of the higher, to regard all human activities
in terms of the highest moral artistic or social standards that man.
kind has achieved. But with the triumph of the biological sciences
inthefieldofpurezoology,intherealmofsociology,and latterly
inthedomain ofpsychology,thehistoricalmethod seems to have
come into its own, and the interpretation of phenomena not only
inthesefieldsbutevenintherealmof arthasbeeninthedirection
of explainingthe most complex phenomena in terms of simpler
processesthathave been found by researchto have preceded them.
The two methodsofapproacharestrikinglyexemplifiedby theway
in which the problem of the Ring of the Nibelung of Richard Wagner
has been dealtwith,on the one hand by Mr. Bernard Shaw, and on
the otherhand by Dr. LouiseBrink,whose book isbeforeus.

Mr. Shaw, in the Perfect Wagnerite, while analysing with charac
teristic lucidity the history of the Nibelungs, treats the whole
story as a statement of Wagner's socio-economic outlook, the
struggle of the vital forces in romantic youth against the greed and
intellectual dominance of tradition embodied in a capitalistic
society.Whether Shaw isjustifiedinmaking oftheRinga Fabian
tractisnot of interestto us in thisreview,but thathe approaches,
howbeit on a differentplane,the solutionsuggested on psycho
analytic grounds by Dr. Brink is a matter of no small interest.
Dr.Brink,whileacceptingthebroadFreudianpositionofmental

development,goessomewhat furtherin thatshe adoptstheview
thattheSagaembodiesthestruggleoftheFolkmind initsendeavour
toexpressintheform ofpoetryitsown psychologicalunfolding.
Limitingour reviewto the domain to which theauthoresshas

confinedherselfâ€”thatis,the women charactersof the Ringâ€”we
findthatWagner'stheme isthepsychologicalstruggleinwoman's
bid forcomplete biologicalexpression.
The Rhinegold opens the firstact of the human drama at the

infantilelevelofsimpleuncriticalpleasuregratification.The Rhine
maidens are engaged in guarding the treasuredgold, innocently
gambolling in the green depths of the Rhine, intowhich the sun
occasionallythrowsa rayoflighttoilluminatethetreasure.Here
we have thepsycho-analyticlowestlevelofinfantileanalinterest,
the confusionofthenutritionalwith theexcrementalinterestand
itslaterfalseidentificationwith reproductionand with creativeness.
Hence thegoldbecomessomethingtobepossessedastheverysource
of power. But above,Wotan, firstof the gods,ispreparingto
enterthe castlewhich the giantshave builtforhim. Frickais
the spouseof the god,and representsthe bourgeoisnarrow and
unetnancipatedwoman. Salvationcannot come from her,nor
from thedaughterof thismarriage,Sieglinde,who, marryingher
brotherSiegmunde,offendsagainstFricka,the upholderof the
establishedmoral order. FrickaderidesWotan forentertainingthe
notion that Siegmunde should have fullpossessionof Sieglindeby
slaying Hunding. Woman must, therefore,undergo a further
development beforeshe can be freeto love,and thatlovecan only
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be obtainedby unionwitha herowho shallhimselfsurpassthegods
in beingindifferentto thegoldto which even Wotan himselfhad
become partlyenslaved.From Sieglindethe hero isto spring,
and Brunnhilde,stilltied to parental authority and love,shall
sleepthroughthefiresofadolescenceuntilthatveryherowillcome
todeliverher. Onlythecompleteman who can slaythedragonof
materialgratificationand yet remainindifferentto the goldthat
ithasbeenguardingcanwed thewoman who,inherturn,hasfreed
herselffrom the thraldomoffather-and daughter-love.But the
curseof the paststillpursuesnot only Brunnhilde,but Siegfried
the hero also. The brother-sistermotive which psycho-analytic
researcheshave brought out explainsthe ultimatetragedy of the
Ring and the death of Siegfried.The richand intricatetextureof
the Ring has been very fully dealt with by Dr. Brink in her psycho
analytic treatment, and by a frank statement of the incest motive
as itaffectsthe women charactersof the story,she has thrown a
considerablelightwhere beforethereappearedlittlemore than a
confused and tangled undergrowth of dim folk-lore. That the
whole of Wagner has not been exhaustedgoes withoutsaying.
The woof and the warp of Wagner's orchestralembroiderystill
remainsa subjectforwonder and delight,and howevertheanalyst
may correlatethestoryofthe Ring withvicissitudesofthemusician's
own lovelifeand of his musical-poeticexpressionof the great
Nordic myth, we can but make one comment on thismusic-drama:
â€œ¿�There'smagic in the web ofit.â€•
The criticalcomment one isobligedto make on thisvolume is

firstlythatthe argument isunnecessarilylong-windedand that the
theme isfrequentlyrepeatedwithoutenrichment;further,thatthe
translationofWagner's own librettoisfrequentlydull,itnot always
intelligible,and that Dr. Brink's own language painfullysuggests
a translationfrom German intoAmerican. E.MILLER.

The Cerebro-spinal Fluid in Clinical Diagnosis. By J. GODWIN
GREENFIELD, M.D., B.Sc., M.R.C.P., and E. ARNOLD

CARMICHAEL, M.B., Ch.B. London: Macmillan & Co.,Ltd.,
1925. Demy 8vo. Pp. viii + 272. Price I2S.

Our knowledge of the composition of the cerebro-spinal fluid and
the pathological changes which it undergoes in disease has increased
vastly during recent years, but the results of research are so dis
seminated through medical literature that the student has hitherto
found it an arduous task to search out the various articles.
Drs. Greenfield and Carmichael have simplified that task, and have
produced a volume embodying not only a collection of the more
important recorded facts relating to normal and abnormal cerebro
spinalfluid,but alsothe resultsof theirown investigationof a
large number of fluids in different diseases, and an excellent biblio
graphy as a guide to those in search of even more detail.

The first section of the book deals with the various substances
presentnormallyand abnormallyinthefluid,and theirvariations
inhealthand disease.
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