
prevent removal, these bicultural, educated leaders continued to shape
several facets of their own nations for decades to come, including the
expansion of national school systems.

Understanding how southeast American Indian nations conceptu-
alized and used education to advance their own interests is a critical
step toward reexamining the diversity of Indigenous educational
experiences. Indians in the Family joins other recent works, such as
John Demos’s The Heathen School: A Story of Hope and Betrayal in the Age
of the Early Republic and Christina Snyder’s Great Crossings: Indians,
Settlers & Slaves in the Age of Jackson, in shifting scholars’ attention to
Native education during the late eighteenth and early nineteenth cen-
turies. Moreover, her attention to the interplay between formal and
informal forms of education speaks broadly to issues concerning assim-
ilation, child removal, and self-determined education in the past and
present.

ROWAN FAYE STEINEKER

University of Central Oklahoma
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Thomas W. Simpson. American Universities and the Birth of Modern
Mormonism, 1867–1940. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina
Press, 2016. 229 pp.

This finely researched historical volume is a welcome addition to the
growing body of literature focusing on Mormonism’s slow march to
modernism. This study is placed in the late nineteenth and early twen-
tieth centuries, a time that led to the great migration outward from
Utah for both work and education. Thousands of Mormons attended
prestigious state universities in California, Michigan, and Minnesota;
private campuses with night schools, such as George Washington
University or New York University; and eventually top-drawer insti-
tutions like Stanford, Harvard, Chicago, and Columbia. Outmigrants
received training in higher education, certifications in the professions,
and graduate instruction in law, medicine, and the sciences. As the
twentieth century rolled on, Mormon students established notable
reputations while participating in moot courts, conferences, debates,
and other activities.

Thomas W. Simpson’s book touches on the earlier portion of this
outmigration, detailing the experiences of some of these students.
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Simpson emphasizes the impact Wilford Woodruff’s 1890 Manifesto
had on the out-migration. Woodruff, as president of The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS), issued the Manifesto to abol-
ish the practice of sanctioning new polygamous marriages. This served
as a major turning point for Mormonism, lifting imposed federal
sanctions, allowing Utah to become a state in 1896, and opening up
opportunities forMormons to study elsewhere. Though academic out-
migration occurred before theManifesto, experiences “varied widely,”
and “the Mormon path to modernization was neither narrow nor fixed,
and external pressure alone could not have produced modern
Mormonism” (p. 5).

Simpson’s narrative includes remarkable stories from the 1870s of
women pursuing medical training and sister-wives supporting one
another, highlighting that even before the Manifesto, Brigham
Young invited women along with men to pursue medical degrees to
bring relevant knowledge from the world to Zion (p. 27). Simpson
highlights the ideological basis for “Mormon populism” that included
“profound reverence for the wisdom of ordinary people like the young,
untutored Joseph Smith, whose humble quest for truth and righteous-
ness, uncorrupted by the learning of ‘the world,’ had guaranteed his
access to truth and salvation. Decades of persecution only reinforced
Mormons’ populist self-reliance” (p. 29). This conflict, according to
Simpson, between populism and intellectualism continued onward.
Students attempted to balance faith with university knowledge that
fostered some skepticism and doubt (p. 37).

Near the turn of the twentieth century, positive interactions for
Mormons came from university presidents and educators like
Charles W. Eliot and William James of Harvard, James B. Angell of
Michigan, and David Starr Jordan of Stanford. Prominent scholars,
including G. Stanley Hall of Clark University and John Dewey of
the University of Chicago, were invited to visit Brigham Young
Academy in Provo for summer school to expand the horizons of
Mormon and non-Mormon teachers. The events of the early twentieth
century emphasized the relationship between science and religion,
alternately colliding and blending.

Simpson’s narrative brings to light key figures influencing the his-
tory of education in Utah: Benjamin Cluff, George Brimhall, Adam
S. Bennion, and many others. The narrative also highlights the “mod-
ernist controversies” at BYU in 1911 when the role of academic free-
dom at the university became clear: the university must follow the
standards laid out by the LDS church leadership (pp. 80–82).
Simpson argues that some of these controversies continue to the
present.
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The fourth chapter, “Anti-intellectualism Rejected and Reborn,
1920–1940,”may be considered the heart of the book. A small, but crit-
ical, mass of Mormon scholars began to emerge during this period,
writing increasingly relevant and penetrating dissertations and theses
(appendix E). In our opinion, due to the Union Pacific Railroad’s direct
train from Ogden to Chicago, an increasing number of Mormons trav-
eled to Chicago, the nearest large academic city, to earn their advanced
degrees. Los Angeles emerged later as an important hub, but not until
after 1945, when the rush for higher education expanded.

From the mid-1920s, Mormons migrated to the University of
Chicago Divinity School (p. 100). The experiences and conclusions
often differed and were perhaps a microcosm of what happened at
other universities. Russel B. Swensen “revered his professors”
(p. 103), while other Mormon scholars, like T. Edgar Lyon, changed
their course of study to focus on “church history rather than theology
or biblical studies… to create a comfortable distance between [them-
selves] and the professors who infuriated [them]” (p. 105). While stu-
dents like Lyon experienced frustration in their programs, they were,
for the most part, able to successfully complete their studies.

Simpson argues that “by examining the full extent and history of
Mormon student migration, we can see how badly, and for how long,
Mormons have wanted to be as ‘scientific’ and ‘progressive’ as other
Americans, even as they havemaintained a strong sense of cultural dis-
tinctiveness” (p. 7). While Simpson’s argument is likely true, “examin-
ing the full extent and history of Mormon student migration” cannot
be covered in just this one book; nevertheless, it does deeply scratch
the surface. Simpson’s cited works draw on aptly selected unpublished
diaries and correspondence from archival sources in Utah but does not
specifically take the wider geographic Mormon corridor context into
account. Extending from Utah through Idaho up to Calgary, and in the
opposite direction from Utah through Arizona down to northern
Mexico, the Mormon heartland was much larger than Simpson leads
the reader to believe. Mormons outmigrated and reverse-migrated all
along these geographic regions. Some would also never reverse-
migrate, finding education and employment opportunities that kept
them permanently outside the corridor.

With the actual narrative of the book at only 125 pages, Simpson
accomplishes succinctness and cogency. Simpson’s admirably exten-
sive references and bibliography illustrate a high standard of research
and care. The chronology section genuinely adds clarity to names and
specific events over a long period of time. The appendices include an
extremely interesting sampling of Mormons who attended Harvard,
Michigan, Chicago, and Columbia.
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We do offer a few considerations. More information about the
rivalry between the University of Utah and Brigham Young
University (BYU) onward from the 1890s would have helped supply
a broader narrative. In reality, most people recognized the University
of Utah as a full university, whereas BYU was perceived as only an
aspiring college rather than a university until the arrival of
President Ernest Wilkinson in 1951. We also feel more emphasis
should be placed on Franklin S. Harris, who had a major impact on
BYU and its intellectual life. An analysis or discussion of the broader
urban movement by early twentieth-century Mormon urban pioneers
moving into urban centers would also enhance the scope of this study.
And the conclusion is informative but reads more like a brief epilogue,
in that much of it focuses on post-1940 content and lacks synthesis of
key arguments from the narrative into the broader context of American
history.

In a sense, it’s a romantic story. Mormonism became more
American as adventuresome individuals sought higher education
away from home. The next part of this story should be the way they
became spokespersons for the value of Mormonism in the cities they
outmigrated to and, if they reverse-migrated, advertised the benefits of
distant locations. Winner of the 2017 Best Book Award from the
MormonHistory Association, Simpson provides an excellent prologue
of a critical period leading to the coming of age of modern Mormons.

BENJAMIN A. JOHNSON AND G. WESLEY JOHNSON

Utah Valley University
Brigham Young University
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Johannes Westberg. Funding the Rise of Mass Schooling: The Social, Economic
and Cultural History of School Finance in Sweden, 1840–1900. Cham,
Switz.: Palgrave Macmillan, 2017. 242 pp.

The rise of mass schooling across the Global North in the nineteenth
century is a well-known phenomenon. The precise ways in which local
schools were funded, however, is a ripe area for historical scholarship,
and Johannes Westberg’s new book convincingly demonstrates why.
Westberg’s major contribution is his documentation of the local pro-
cesses by which schools were funded in twelve rural districts in the
Sundsvall region of Sweden between 1840 and 1900. Instead of
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