
historicizing way, but he also reads it in a doctrinal way. The former follows

the order of the context, while the latter follows the right order of teaching.

Pitkin’s analysis of Calvin’s interpretation of Scripture would be stronger if

she took both of his approaches—the contextual and the doctrinal—directly

into account, to show why he thinks that both approaches are necessary to

understand Scripture.

A similar tension arises regarding Calvin’s use of profane or secular histor-

ical writings in his interpretation of Scripture. In the various chapters of the

book, Pitkin makes a strong case that Calvin uses only the sacred history

found in Scripture, for this history alone is normative. Thus, in her discussion

of Daniel, Pitkin notes that Calvin refers directly to Greek and Latin histories,

which he says even schoolboys know, but she does not show how he evaluates

them as historical sources or how he uses them to set the context of Daniel. In

her conclusion, however, she insists that, for Calvin, “profane histories and

secular knowledge all aid in understanding sacred history” (). The book

would have been much stronger had this issue been pursued throughout

and not brought up in the conclusion, for Calvin assumes that the interpreter

of Scripture has these histories in mind when reading Scripture because,

without them, it is much harder to determine the contexts in which the

authors are writing.

In sum, more attention to the relation of historical context to doctrinal

teaching on the one hand, and to profane history in relation to secular

history on the other, would make this illuminating examination of Calvin’s

exegetical method even stronger.

RANDALL ZACHMAN

University of Notre Dame

Voice of the Voiceless: The Four Pastoral Letters and Other Statements. By Saint

Óscar Romero. With Rodolfo Cardenal, Ignacio Martín-Baró, Jon Sobrino, and

Michael E. Lee. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, . xv +  pages. $.

(paper).
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The  declaration of Archbishop Oscar Romero as a saint of the Roman

Catholic Church made official what the Salvadoran people have known since

his martyrdom. That event prompted renewed interest in Romero’s thought.

This volume is a necessary and welcome update of a work originally pub-

lished in , introducing Romero’s thought through four pastoral letters,

four speeches and statements addressed to persons and groups in El

Salvador and abroad, and the last homily he gave immediately before his
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assassination. All of these works were issued during his three short years as

archbishop of San Salvador from  to . An important detail Michael

Lee points to is that Romero published all four of his letters on August ,

the Feast of the Transfiguration. Undoubtedly, Romero signaled to his

fellow Salvadorans that it was they who helped manifest God’s presence, par-

ticularly though their suffering.

Michael Lee, theologian and expert in the thought of Romero, and

Romero’s brother in theology and martyrdom, the Salvadoran theologian,

Ignacio Ellacuría, SJ, introduces the revised volume. Each gives the reader

context through a concise survey of the themes, ideas, and development of

Romero’s thought. Romero’s first pastoral letter identifies key sources of his

theology: the documents of the Second Vatican Council and the Episcopal

Conference of Latin America and his experience of the growing violence in

El Salvador, which had already claimed victims like his good friend, Fr.

Rutilio Grande, SJ, and was bringing El Salvador to civil war. Here, Romero

identifies the church as a sacrament, embodying Easter. To accomplish its

redemptive mission, the church is called to conversion, to a greater fidelity

to Jesus Christ, which equips it for its mission to El Salvador and the world

so that it may address not just human spiritual needs, but temporal needs

too. The second letter, Lee argues, lays out the key features of Romero’s the-

ology. God’s transcendence enables one to find God in ordinary human exis-

tence, particularly among the majority of Salvadorans and Latin Americans

who seek a more just and humane life. The church is called to respond by pro-

claiming the kingdom of God to all, in particular to the poor. Included in this

proclamation is the call to conversion from sinful practices and structures that

degrade and destroy human existence. The third letter puts into practice the

principles articulated in the second, with the church recognizing base eccle-

sial communities as integral to its structure and mission. This mission tran-

scends political factionalism and addresses concrete social and political

concerns, in particular the violence that will trigger the twelve-year

Salvadoran civil war. The fourth letter, paired with the remaining writings

in the book, gives a comprehensive overview of what the church looks like

when its mission is shaped by the preferential option for the poor. The

church’s task is to give the poor a voice as human beings, with all working

for God’s kingdom and against the idolatry, the cause of the sin destroying

their country and people.

This volume includes two helpful essays by Ignacio Martín-Baró, SJ, and

Jon Sobrino, SJ, who served alongside Romero in their capacities as professors

of psychology and theology, respectively, at the Universidad Centroamericana

José Simeón Cañas in San Salvador. Martín-Baró’s essay surveys the overlap-

ping national and ecclesial historical contexts within which Romero worked
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and developed his theology. Sobrino’s essay is a succinct, comprehensive

overview of the themes and theological development of Romero’s thought

and pastoral activity as archbishop.

Undergraduate and graduate students, professors, and laypersons inter-

ested in a modern example of a person whose lived faith yielded original theo-

logical insights or in theology from Latin America, the Global South, or by

Hispanics would benefit from reading this book. Lee’s book, Revolutionary

Saint: The Theological Legacy of Oscar Romero (Orbis, ), can serve as

another helpful aid to readers who want to better understand Romero’s

thought.

Martín-Baró’s original purpose for the  edition of this book was to

prevent the words and memory of Romero from being erased by his

enemies. Romero’s canonization, celebrated in part by this book, marks his

mission a success.

RAMON LUZARRAGA

Benedictine University Mesa

Virtual Communion: Theology of the Internet and the Catholic Sacramental

Imagination. By Katherine G. Schmidt. Lanham, MD: Lexington Books/

Fortress Academic, . xv +  pages. $..
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It has been strange, yet illuminating, to read this book, written before the

COVID- pandemic, at a time when so many aspects of our lives were forced

to become virtual. Schmidt provides not merely a theological evaluation of the

internet, but a constructive proposal that the category of the virtual provides

unique opportunities for the life of the church in our times and reveals the

dynamics of absence and presence at the heart of communion with God

and with one another. In dialogue with scholarship on the internet, history,

sociology, and theology, Schmidt provides a theology of the internet and

not only about the internet, demonstrating its potential sacramentality of

grace, communion, and the divine.

The book begins with two chapters of literature review, outlining past

theological treatments of the internet and magisterial documents on media

and communication. These chapters provide necessary context and will be

of use to students in understanding the sweep of past discourse on the inter-

net and media. The more constructive treatments of virtuality and sacramen-

tality that follow are the real heart of the book. Schmidt makes two

fundamental arguments. First, Schmidt shows that virtuality, and its dialectic

of absence and presence through mediation, is not a recent invention, limited
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