Informed Consent Continued

planations remain the responsibility of
the physician. The nurse’s duty is to
notify the physician of the patient’s
lack of comprehension, or, alterna-
tively, to make the problem known to
the nursing administrator who has the
authority to deal with the matter. And
since the nurse’s first duty is to watch
out for the patient’s welfare, the gov-
erning principle should not be concern
with form, but rather concern that the
patient fully understands the nature of
the procedure. =
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Dear Mary Continued

Your sister may wish to report her
therapist to the appropriate licensing
body. If she does, she will probably
need moral support because the emo-
tional attachment between a therapist
and patient makes it very difficult to
take this kind of action.
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