
“call” for qualitative analyses, an approach that has recently surged via the

intersection of theology and ethnography. However, I also view his claims

as in danger of falling into circular logic: Can claims about the Eucharist be

anything but inductive and constructive? Perhaps not, as he suggests in his

discussion of ex opere operato, eucharistic mystery, and its ultimate

concern for hope.

And it is precisely upon hope that Alonso lands in his concluding, more

reflective chapter . Thinking decolonially, he imagines a liturgy between

strict commodification and barren formalism; “I have often longed for a

liturgy that is just right” (). This “eucharistic hope” is “found neither in

a gnostic flight… nor in an imagined purity… but instead in an intensification

of the materiality of the world” (), grounded in life-affirming material

“hopes and dreams” within the pews that also promote justice beyond them.

This book impacts liturgical and sacramental theologies in general and

Latinx popular religion/ritual studies, in particular. It also can be useful for

conversations between theology and cultural studies, especially within the

materiality of religion studies using theology, religious material culture and

popular Catholicism, Latinx studies, and consumption/economics. I highly

recommend this book for academic work and beyond.

HÉCTOR M. VARELA RIOS

Villanova University, USA

hector.varelarios@villanova.edu

Anti-Christian Violence in India. By Chad M. Bauman. Ithaca, NY: Cornell

University Press, . xi +  pages. $..

doi: ./hor..

With Anti-Christian Violence in India, Chad M. Bauman, professor of

religion at Butler University, effectively completes a trilogy examining modern

Christianity in India. His first book, Christian Identity and Dalit Religion,

1868–1947 (), explored Protestant missionary activity and Dalit converts

in Chhattisgarh, British India. His second text, Pentecostals, Proselytization,

and Anti-Christian Violence in Contemporary India (), focused on vio-

lence against Pentecostal Christians, the fastest growing form of contempo-

rary Indian Christianity. In this third offering, the author simultaneously

widens and focuses his lens to discern the reasons for and meaning of

Indian anti-Christian violence through examination of a particular and

emblematic case in the twenty-first century—that which occurred in

Kandhamal, Odisha, between  and .
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It is always helpful to judge a text by the stated aims of its author. Bauman

identifies three: to chart the historical processes by which conflicts came to be

understood as religious conflicts between Hindus and Christians; to empha-

size, as befits a globalized world, how world historical forces continue to

play a vital role in constructing such conflict; and to demonstrate that

Hindu-Christian conflict arises due to the framing, mostly by Hindu national-

ists, of Hinduism and Christianity as two mutually exclusive ways of life,

where Christians are made proxies for the baleful forces of Western seculari-

zation, modernization, and globalization. If a text is measured by the fulfill-

ment of its stated aims, then it is successful.

Perhaps the three chief benefits of this text are ) the nuanced theoretical

framework Bauman constructs to understand anti-Christian violence, what he

calls a “socio-cosmological” approach explained in detail in chapter ; ) the

way he employs this framework to interpret and explain anti-Christian vio-

lence as it occurred in Kandhamal and elsewhere, the focus of chapters 

and ; and ) the way the author convincingly accounts for anti-Christian

violence by never losing sight of interconnections between the local and

global. Those with little understanding of the history of Hindu and

Christian interactions in South Asia will benefit from chapter , “A

Prehistory of Hindu-Christian Conflict.”

A word on the “socio-cosmological” analytical framework—as the name

suggests, constructivists believe that nearly all social reality and behavior is

constructed. Thus, to understand religious conflict, one must examine the

interaction of a network of shifting factors by which conflict is presumed, pro-

duced, and framed in specific circumstances and places. The benefit of such

an approach is that it is commensurate with the complexity of this particular

social phenomenon, contrary to instrumentalist or essentialist interpretations

that are overly reductive. Of course, one critique, perhaps posed by instru-

mentalists or essentialists, is that Bauman’s analytical apparatus is simply

too complicated; simpler explanations are more convincing. Another critique

might be that the sheer networked specificity of Bauman’s approach limits is

applicability elsewhere. Put in the form of a question, one could ask, Is the

theoretical socio-cosmological tool built by the author for understanding

anti-Christian violence too specific to India to be useful elsewhere?

Bauman’s conclusion, “A Geography of Anger,” again moves beyond India

to other areas of anti-Christian violence (North Africa, the Middle East,

Asia) to demonstrate his framework’s applicability and the necessity of non-

reductive explanations. Reality is complex, after all, and explanations of social

phenomena should not be expected to fit on bumper stickers. The author says

it even better: “Theories that emerge from this kind of approach will inevitably

lack the reassuring parsimony of other explanatory frameworks. But what they
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lose in simplicity they gain in accuracy” (). Simply put, Bauman’s interpre-

tation of anti-Christian violence is most convincing.

As a social theorist, Bauman is always at his best when adapting other the-

orists to the subject under his investigation. In this text he proves especially

adept at employing and modifying scholars such as Mark Juergensmeyer,

Paul Marshall, Mark C. Taylor, and Manuel Vasquez, among others.

Although firmly in the “secular study of religion mode” and moving ever

more deeply into political science, Bauman takes ideas and ideals (read:

theology) seriously. As such, he is a trustworthy guide for those who wish

to understand the contours of religious life for Christians in contemporary

India. He does this with an interpretive approach whose applicability sur-

passes the Indian nation-state to account for interreligious violence more

generally and anti-Christian violence throughout the world.

KERRY P.C. SAN CHIRICO

Villanova University, USA

kerry.sanchirico@villanova.edu

T&T Clark Handbook of Ecclesiology. Edited by Kimlyn J. Bender and

D. Stephen Long. London: Bloomsbury T&T Clark, . ix +  pages. $..
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Fifteen years ago, Gerard Mannion and Lewis Mudge edited The Routledge

Companion to the Christian Church containing thirty-eight articles over 

pages. T&T Clark’s Handbook of thirty articles has an almost entirely new

cast of editors and authors: only Nicholas Healy contributed to both. The

tone and the feel may reflect the difference between a “companion” and a

“handbook.” The articles in the Routledge volume read like constructive

syntheses of the authors. The articles in this T&T Clark volume lean toward

collections of information that more objectively define the subject matter.

Whereas the Companion addressed the church, the Handbook directly

focuses on the academic discipline of ecclesiology.

The Handbook is divided into three parts: part  outlines the “Scriptural

Foundations” of the discipline of ecclesiology in four articles, including one

on the Old Testament. Part  presents in fourteen articles the varieties of

historical and confessional traditions that represent the pluralism of ecclesi-

ologies. Part  bears the title “Theological and Critical Explorations” as it

takes up some linkages to other Christian doctrines and a series of issues that

are actively discussed in the discipline of ecclesiology. A brief comment on

each of these parts will help to describe the work.
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