
market-based practices into certain areas of welfare policy.
Finally, Preece provides his own perspective on the broader
process of European integration and why traditional post-
war conceptions of welfare policy have changed beyond
recognition. But the analysis of convergence and the mar-
ketization of employment and social policy, as well as its
relationship to the process of European integration, con-
tinues to sidestep the real issue at the heart of this debate—
why all of this matters.

Most people would agree that personal responsibility
is important, but the three books provide a clear indica-
tion that over the last two decades, the policy areas of
employment and social policy have seen the balance
between individual responsibility and state responsibility
dramatically shift in favor of the former. But what are
the consequences of this for society as a whole? And
what is the likely impact on the future sustainability of
employment and social policy? These are huge questions
that cannot be answered within the limits of this review,
and furthermore, they cannot be answered without the
impressive empirical research conducted within all three
books. But in this debate, the other side of the coin
merits attention and future research in the field should
focus on both sides.

On the prominence of individual responsibility in the
policy fields, I side with Karl Polanyi and his argument
that the marketization of society can only have a negative
effect. To varying degrees, postwar Western European wel-
fare states decommodified labor, but its current recom-
modification has strong parallels with Polanyi’s observations
about nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century Britain. The
concern with this new phase of commodification is that
eventual societal resistance, combined with the continued
contradictory expansion of the market, will create eco-
nomic crisis very similar to the current Eurozone crisis. In
other words, such policies have the potential to destabilize
the political and economic world in which we live and
could have catastrophic consequences.

For those who do not buy into such grand theory and
an apocalyptic vision of the consequences of the commod-
ification of society, this does not mean that the debate is
less important. How does the dominance of individual-
ism and personal responsibility in employment and social
policy affect long-term perceptions of the function and
purpose of a welfare state? Do they have the potential to
further erode support for collective responsibility in wel-
fare policy? In this view, the shift in emphasis in employ-
ment and social policy has the potential to generate support
for further retrenchment.

The reader may disagree with my answers to some of
the questions raised from a broader understanding of the
topic. But my point here is to encourage much-needed
discussion within the field. Hopefully, the points made in
this review, combined with the contents of the three books,
will go some way toward initiating this debate.

Regionalism and Rebellion in Yemen: A Troubled
National Union. By Stephen W. Day. New York: Cambridge
University Press, 2012. 368p. $99.00 cloth, $29.99 paper.
doi:10.1017/S1537592713001813

— Janine A. Clark, University of Guelph

As a political history that extends from pre-Islamic times
to the 2011 resignation of Yemeni President Ali Abdallah
Salih, Stephen Day’s Regionalism and Rebellion in Yemen is
impressive in its comprehensive scope and its rigorous
detail. The book contributes to the emerging literature
examining the underlying historical drivers of the various
2011 Arab Springs. What marks Yemen as unique, accord-
ing to Day, is that the regime’s fall was not a surprise in
2011. Salih had been experiencing open rebellion for at
least four years. Rather, the Arab Spring brought multiple
groups together in their opposition to Salih and, most
importantly, in so doing, provided Yemen with a second
chance at national unity. The book thus is a painstaking
analysis of the country’s fragile national identity, focusing
on the role of regional divisions and dynamics related to
the problematic unification of the former Yemen Arab
Republic (North Yemen) and the former People’s Demo-
cratic Republic of Yemen (South Yemen) in 1990 and,
following that, in the upheavals of the 2000s.

The book’s main thesis is that the former president and
his closest associates from the northwest highland region
maintained power through a combination of patron-
clientelism, establishing clientelistic relations with various
groups in other regions of the country, and divide-and-
rule between regional clients. These relationships not only
were self-serving and exploitative but also ultimately led
to the strengthening of regional identities at the expense
of a shared sense of national belonging. The causes of the
1994 civil war and the “return of Yemeni regionalism,”
according to Day, lie squarely with the political leadership
of the former North Yemen, namely Salih. With unifica-
tion and the addition of three or more regional groups to
the political mix, Salih found it increasingly difficult to
maintain political stability via these strategies. Sealing his
fate was the rise of a powerful opposition within his own
highland region.

Nine chapters deal with four additional factors that
Day highlights as necessary for understanding Yemen’s pol-
itics: the history and traditional makeup of Yemeni cul-
tures and societies; the power structure of Salih’s regime
and, in particular, the dominance of his northwest high-
land group and the system of patronage he employed; the
flawed process of unification in the 1990s; and the polit-
ical and economic policies of the 2000s. The author traces
the consequent rise and politics of three regional groups
in particular: Al Qaeda on the Arab Peninsula, the al-Huthi
movement, and al-Hirak. He concludes with a detailed
account of the events of 2011 and his argument that
Yemen’s best hope for the future is to build on the new
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solidarities created during the 2011 uprising in order to
restart Yemeni national unity on more favorable terms.

The book is based on research spanning 17 years, and
Day’s in-depth knowledge and personal familiarity with
the country is evident. In addition to secondary research
and an incalculable number of interviews, his argument is
supported with a first-of-its-kind survey of provincial
administrators (1985–97), demonstrating the dominance
of appointed government officials from the northwest high-
land region.

Day’s premise that an understanding of Yemen’s region-
alism is key to understanding the country’s politics springs
partially in response to studies, largely from the 1990s,
that, he argues, were caught up in the unionist spirit fol-
lowing formal unification and consequently denied the
existence of multiple regional divisions. For Day, a Yemeni
national identity never existed. In his words, “the national
union of the Yemeni people is only an imagined social
construct. . . . In other words, Yemen’s national union is
not a given, natural state to which the country’s popula-
tion returned in 1990” (p. 14). United Yemen as an imag-
ined community will only exist, he states, with the fair
and equitable distribution of resources. Resource compe-
tition plays a pivotal role in the formation and mainte-
nance of group identities. However, while the author’s
account of regional rebellion competently demonstrates
the mobilization of group identities as a result of political
and economic policies, the formation or social construc-
tion of these identities is covered in far less depth, with
regional identities appearing to be primordial, almost
innate. Indeed, Day calls for a form of “primordial feder-
alism” (p. 309) as the solution for Yemen’s future.

The author’s conceptualization of regionalism and how
it relates to other forms of identity also remains relatively
unclear. For Day, the country’s various contestants for
power, whether tribal or sectarian, not only are found in
specific regions but also emerge from and are expressions
of regionalism. Yemen’s geography thus plays an almost
deterministic role in isolating regions from each other and
creating the conditions under which different regional dia-
lects, traditions, and identities develop. While few would
deny Yemen’s geographic diversity or the fact that there
are clear expressions of regionalism, the extent to which
groups identify and mobilize as a result of tribalism, for
example, or whether they do so as a result of regionalism
that expresses itself in tribal markers, remains a nagging
question for the reader. Day’s discussion is relatively unhelp-
ful when he states, for example, that “Yemen’s seven regions
are based on loose social structures, inside which regional
group bonds are weak compared to other social bonds like
tribal and clan affiliations. Tribes and clans create the most
powerful group bonds inside Yemen” (pp. 44–45).

With regionalism the focus of Day’s analysis, Yemen’s
vibrant civil society makes little to no appearance in the
book. While civil society may not be considered of central

concern to the author’s argument, three actors that are
integral to his account and would have benefited from
greater analysis are the Islamist Islah Party, the Joint Meet-
ings Party ( JMP)—a coalition in which Islah is a member—
and the opposition within the northwest highland region.
Given Islah’s substantial popular support, the role it played
in the 2011 uprising, and the role it is playing in post-
Salih Yemen (as is the case with Islamists in other post–
Arab Spring countries), a deeper discussion of Islah would
have been justified. Similarly, the significance of the JMP
as the first coalition of Islamists and leftists—expressing
precisely the type of solidarity Day deems as important to
Yemen’s future—and the key role it played in the cancel-
lation of the 2009 parliamentary elections warranted greater
attention. Lastly, the book also would have benefited from
a far greater discussion of the rise of the opposition within
Salih’s highland region. While Day considers this opposi-
tion the strongest indication of Salih’s inevitable downfall,
he devotes relatively little attention to the conditions under
which it developed.

These weaknesses aside, Regionalism and Rebellion in
Yemen must be commended. Day ably presents a complex
political history with multiple players of diverse regional,
tribal, ideological, and sectarian backgrounds in a manner
that is accessible to nonspecialists, while simultaneously
providing detail and analysis from which Yemen special-
ists can benefit. His deep affection for Yemen and its peo-
ples is clear and expresses itself in references to the customs,
dialects, and even the architecture of its cities, making the
book highly enjoyable to read. Substantively, Day pro-
vides an excellent analysis of the Salih regime’s strategies
to maintain control and of the mobilization of the region-
ally based groups that ultimately helped to bring down
the president. His account offers much to students of
Yemen and of Arab Springs elsewhere.

Banking on Sterling: Britain’s Independence from
the Euro Zone. By Ophelia Eglene. New York: Lexington Books,
2010. 167p. $63.00.
doi:10.1017/S1537592713001825

— David Howarth, University of Luxembourg

The status of the United Kingdom as a euro area “out-
sider” has come under renewed scrutiny since the out-
break of the European sovereign debt crisis in late 2009.
A series of policy and institutional reforms have been
adopted that reinforce integration among euro-area mem-
ber states. Ongoing negotiations (as of April 2013) on
the creation of a Single Supervisory Mechanism for euro-
area banks and a “Banking Union” threaten to further
entrench Britain’s second-tier status. While London’s posi-
tion as the European Union’s leading financial center
appears secure for the time being, the reinforcement of
euro-area economic governance creates a potential men-
ace for the “City’s” preeminence—with, for example, the
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