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to prevent and treat falls (Segebart). The chapter by Solo-
mon, Newman-Toker, and Durmer on dizziness and vertigo 
was thorough in terms of explaining the etiology of the dis-
order as well as assessment. Other chapters in this section 
included a comprehensive discussion about the acquired dis-
orders of swallowing, cognition, and speech and language 
(McNett and Armbruster); tremor (Simuni); neuro-ophthal-
mology (Osborne, Foroozan, and Moster); sleep (Avidan); 
headaches (Dodik and Capobianco); back and neck pain 
(Deen); and incontinence and sexual dysfunction (Ko, Vaish, 
Novicki, Wingerchuk, and Frohman). 

 Specifi c neurologic conditions affecting the older adult com-
prised the chapters included in Section III that was by far the 
most extensive section of the book and the section likely of 
most interest to neuropsychologists. Chapters provided infor-
mation about cerebrovascular changes, including ischemic 
cerebrovascular disease (Kasner, Chalela, and Hickenbottom), 
cognitive effects of stroke and hemorrhage (Riordan and Flash-
man), spontaneous and traumatic cerebral hemorrhage in the 
elderly (Wijdicks), and cognitive effects of head trauma in the 
older adult (Ryan and O’Jile). Chapters covering dementia and 
dementia-related issues included risk factors and genetics 
(Caselli), diagnostic evaluation and treatment (Woodruff), be-
havioral and cognitive aspects (Malamut and Ryan), and mild 
cognitive impairment and the role of imaging (Flashman, 
Malamut, and Saykin). Woodruff’s chapter on diagnostic eval-
uation and treatment of dementia (21.2) provides several excel-
lent tables describing the clinical features of the various 
dementias. Movement disorder in the older adult (Dahodwala 
and Hurtig) and the cognitive aspects of Parkinson’s disease 
and other neurodegenerative movement disorders (Steinerman, 
Sebastian, and Stern) were informative and as comprehensive 
as could be expected given the space provided. Additional 
chapters discussed other specifi c neurologic conditions such as 
diseases of the spinal cord and vertebrae (Deen) and welcome 
chapters on common peripheral neuropathies in the older adult 
(Snyder and Smith), neuromuscular diseases (Seneviratne and 
Ross), nonviral infectious diseases of the nervous system 
(Roos), and viral illnesses of the nervous system (Nagel and 
Corboy). Neuro-oncology of the elderly (Hammack) was an 
important chapter given that cancer is the second leading cause 
of death in persons older than 65 years. This section also in-

cluded subchapters on the neurologic manifestations of sys-
temic disease including cardiology and pulmonary (Bhakta) 
and gastrointestinal and endocrine disorders (Shanker) and a 
chapter on disturbances of the kidneys, electrolytes, water bal-
ance, rheumatology, hematology/oncology, alcohol, and iatro-
genic conditions (Biglan). A   fi nal chapter in this section was on 
acute and chronic seizures (Noe and Sirven). 

 The book’s fi nal section focuses on psychosocial issues in 
the older adult. Again, these chapters should be required 
reading for all professionals working with the elderly, par-
ticularly the chapters on driving and ethical and legal issues 
in the care of the older adult patient. The editors included a 
chapter on driving by the elderly with medical conditions 
(Drazkowski). Physicians and practitioners are often reluc-
tant to discuss driving with their elderly patients since loss of 
a driver’s license leads to loss of independence. This chapter 
discusses a variety of reporting laws regarding driving and 
neurologic conditions and includes information regarding 
conditions that affect the elderly and that affect driving, such 
as Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s disease. There is a short but 
informative discussion on “Breaking the News” when a di-
agnosis of a disease process that adversely impacts driving is 
made and the patient must be told they cannot drive. The 
chapter on ethical legal issues in the care of older patients 
with neurologic illnesses (James and Karlawish) covers sev-
eral important points on decision-making capacity as well as 
a description on assessing competency and decision making 
and includes questions the clinician can ask the patient to 
determine decision-making capacity. Other important chap-
ters in this section include the recognition and management 
of late-life mood disorders (Ellison and Gottlieb), medically 
unexplained symptoms in older adults (Bortz), and long-
term care options for the aging (Frazer). 

 Overall,  Clinical Neurology of the Older Adult  was com-
prehensive and well written. Most impressive was the uni-
formity of the chapters in terms of quality of writing. Every 
chapter included excellent tables and diagrams providing 
useful “snapshot” information and fl owcharts to assist in dif-
ferential diagnosis. This book should be essential reading for 
all primary care physicians, medical and graduate students, 
nurses, and other allied health professionals who care for 
and treat the elderly.   

      As suggested by the title of this review,  Echolalias: On the 
Forgetting of Language  is not a book that would typically be 
classifi ed as a neuropsychology text. Rather, this is a book 

for linguists and those interested in the history of linguistics 
and language. There are, though, a few chapters that pertain 
more directly to clinical neuropsychology. 
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 With no preface or forward, one is initially left wondering 
what this book and, likewise, each chapter set out to accom-
plish. At times, it seems to represent a running commentary 
of the author who clearly has extensive knowledge regarding 
the history and philosophy of linguistics. At other times, 
chapters present a single topic with case information. Finally, 
in other instances, chapters revolve around a historical piece 
related to literature or the evolution of language. In retro-
spect, it becomes clearer that  Echolalias  presents a philo-
sophical overview of languages as they evolve and are then 
forgotten. 

 The fi rst several chapters of  Echolalias  relate to philology. 
Philology is the study of “linguistics, especially: historical 
and comparative linguistics” and “the study of human speech 
especially as the vehicle of literature and as a fi eld of study 
that sheds light on cultural history” (Merriam-Webster On-
line Dictionary,  2008 ). The earliest chapters cover the emer-
gence of an individual’s language from babbling through 
pruning of sounds to the formation of the phonemes of one’s 
eventual language. The text progresses to a discussion of 
languages evolved and then forgotten and replaced by new 
ones. To that end, Chapters 3 through 5 involve discussions 
of phonemes and letters of different languages and their his-
tory, with Chapter 6,  Exiles , Chapter 7,  Dead Ends , and 
Chapter 8,  Thresholds , focusing on the loss of languages. In 
 Exiles , the gradual supplanting of one language by another is 
outlined using Hebrew and Jewish scriptures as examples. 
This chapter includes discussion of lexical, phonetic, and 
grammatical issues as well as issues related to politics in the 
evolution of languages. Heller-Roazen also discusses the 
metrics of language as related to poetry in this chapter. Chap-
ter 6, in particular, probably requires advanced knowledge of 
linguistics to truly appreciate its content. 

 In Chapter 9,  Strata , Heller-Roazen discusses ways in 
which past languages remain in present ones in some form, 
“stratifi ed residues of a past” (p. 77), akin to layers of sedi-
ment in geological history. Similarly, in Chapter 10,  Shifts , 
one reads about languages in which much of the old is re-
tained in the new (e.g., creoles and pidgins). In this chapter, 
Heller-Roazen discusses the evolution of, and relationship 
between, various languages. Chapter 11,  Little Stars , follows 
with discussion of similarities between languages, with 
echoes of one within another, with respect to any of a num-
ber of attributes, such as prosody, a single sound, a word, and 
so on. In this chapter, Heller-Roazen spends time discussing 
Indo-European linguistics, etymology, philology, and the as-
terisk. Like Chapter 6, Chapter 11 probably requires ad-
vanced knowledge of linguistics to fully comprehend and 
appreciate its content. 

 In Chapter 12,  The Glimmer Returns , Heller-Roazen 
notes the movement from philology to structuralism in lin-
guistic research in the 20th century. In   contrast to interest 
in restructuring the theoretical Indo-European protolan-
guage, linguistics, as described by Chomsky, became “con-
cerned with the problem of determining the fundamental 
underlying properties of successful grammars” [p. 114; ci-
tation of Chomsky’s (1957)  Syntactic Structures , p. 11]. 

The chapter gets its name, though, from further discussion 
of the asterisk (as in the previous chapter), which report-
edly has a function in the study of grammar that is distinct 
from that in Indo-European studies. In Chapter 13,  The 
Writing Cow , Heller-Roazen invokes an Ovidian fable, 
 Metamorphoses , to illustrate the concept of the transforma-
tion of one language into another. This chapter represents a 
philosophical discussion of languages that once existed 
and now are transformed. 

 Jumping ahead a bit, Chapter 16,  Hudba , will stimulate 
thought and generation of hypotheses, some tested and some 
perhaps not, regarding the development of second and sub-
sequent languages. More specifi cally, this chapter leaves one 
contemplating language as it is observed in consciousness, 
dreaming, and metacognition.  Hudba  includes discussions 
of Dante and the three-volume autobiography of Elias 
 Canetti (1974, 1979, and 1985). Canetti is a gentleman who 
grew up learning several languages. Canetti describes him-
self as acquiring a second “mother tongue” by force and 
imitation. The acquired second mother tongue ultimately be-
comes his primary language (German) in which many of his 
pre-German memories are later rendered. Fascinatingly, 
however, very dramatic memories continued to be retained 
by him in his original primary language (Ladino; medieval 
Judeo-Spanish). Canetti’s unusual experience with acquiring 
a new primary language is discussed in the context of Dante’s 
differentiation between primary and secondary languages in 
which the primary language is thought to be acquired through 
imitation without rules, while the secondary language is 
learned methodically and deliberately with mastery of the 
grammatical rules. 

 As mentioned, in addition to the above chapter, there are 
specifi c areas discussed that will elicit the interest of the 
clinician. Those include a chapter on aphasias, a chapter 
reviewing cases of fairly normal speech in spite of aglos-
sostomography (“A Mouth Without a Tongue”), and a 
chapter reviewing a case of schizophrenia in which an indi-
vidual with mental illness sought to forget his mother 
tongue. The latter two chapters present rare clinical phe-
nomena related to language that fi t within the rubric of 
clinical neuropsychology. First, Chapter 14,  The Lesser 
Animal , will spark interest in those neuropsychologists 
seeking historical knowledge related to aphasia, though it 
is not a comprehensive review of such history. In this chap-
ter, it is noted that scholars have learned about language 
through the study of varying forms of aphasia. Heller  -Roazen 
discusses Freud’s view on aphasias, which reportedly “pit-
ted Freud against the bulk of neurological doctrines” that 
were based on the fi ndings of Broca (p. 133). He also brief-
ly discusses Jakobson’s “simplifi cation of language to ex-
plain its complexity,” (p. 132). Heller-Roazen   specifi cally 
mentions Jakobson (1941) study,  Child Language, Apha-
sia, and Phonological Universals , tracing “the emergence 
and decay of speech, from infants who could not yet speak 
to those adults who could no longer speak.” Jakobson   later, 
according to Heller-Roazen, “returned to the analysis of apha-
sic disorders to defi ne the double axes that.…characterized 
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all fully realized speech patterns: the axis of selection 
(or contiguity) and that of combination (or similarity).” In 
addition to Broca, Freud, and Jakobson, the works of 
Wernicke, Lichtheim, and Jackson are mentioned to varying 
degrees. 

 Next, in Chapter 15,  Aglossostomography , Heller-Roa-
zen summarizes two cases of grossly intact speech in the 
presence of no tongue. The fi rst was Roland’s (1630) case 
of a 6-year-old boy who lost his tongue to infection second-
ary to small pox. In this case, the boy retained the ability to 
speak intelligibly, presumably relying on gums, palate, 
throat, and teeth to accommodate speech function. The sec-
ond was a case described by de Jussieu (1718). This was of 
a young girl who was reportedly born without a tongue, yet 
developed intelligible speech. Also related to clinical is-
sues is the case described in Chapter 17,  Schizophonetics . 
This chapter reviews the case of Louis Wolfson, an author 
who describes his own struggle to free himself of his 
mother tongue. The author is a student/expert in the fi eld 
of language who describes himself as schizophrenic. 
He uses his talent and knowledge regarding languages to 
rid himself of any remnant, spoken or heard, of his fi rst 
language. 

 Most of the later chapters, Chapters 18–21, provide an-
ecdotes from history and literature that relate to the forget-
ting of language. In the very brief Chapter 18,  A Tale of 
Ab ū  Nuw ā�s , Heller-Roazen discusses the biography, writ-
ten by Ibn Manz ū�r, of an aspiring poet who later became an 
important fi gure of the classical Arabic literary tradition. In 
Chapter 19,  Persian , Heller-Roazen relates the tale of a 
poet who wrote poetry in a language he had learned, mis-
takenly believing the language was Persian. Chapter 20, 
 Poets in Paradise , includes a discussion of two literary 

masterpieces written in the form of a letter and a reply by 
two poets originally from Syria in the 11th century. The 
fi rst is a letter of introduction and penitence. The reply be-
comes known as  The Epistle of Forgiveness , which is com-
pared to the work of Dante Alighieri. Finally, Chapter 21, 
 Babel , recounts the story of the Tower of Babel from 
the 11th chapter of  Genesis . Related to the discussion of 
the diversifi cation of languages, Heller-Roazen discusses 
“Dante’s refl ection on the origin and structure of human 
speech.” These fi nal chapters exemplify the philosophical 
nature of the book,  Echolalias . 

 While generally not neuropsychology,  Echolalias: On 
the Forgetting of Language  may be of interest to those with 
a passion for linguistics and literature. Heller-Roazen 
clearly has a deep understanding and knowledge base in 
historical linguistics and literature. However, a broader au-
dience may benefi t from this book were the author’s 
thoughts pulled together in a preface and then in a conclud-
ing chapter; that is, at times, the underlying meaning or 
points he strives to make are not necessarily obvious, at 
least to the less astute or untrained linguist. As noted above, 
there are areas that will peak the interest of those less pas-
sionate about linguistics, though a more direct route to 
learning about those may be to go to the original sources as 
cited above.     
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