
for further reading is provided. Documents are in turn grouped under further
sub-headings. For instance under Latin America 1890–1945 readers will find
‘Catholicism becomes more Roman and European’, ‘Confessional pluralization’,
‘Faces of Latin American Catholicism’ and ‘The emergence of the social ques-
tion’. Two main aims of the compilers is to give full expression to the voices,
opinions and institutions of indigenous Christians, and to open up the ecumenical
dimensions of their subject.
There is no doubt that readers would in many cases have their own preferred

illustrations and pointers in constructing such a wide-ranging work of reference or,
alternatively in providing the basis for an undergraduate or Master’s course.
However, there are plenty of unusual and enlightening choices of original materials
which will interest readers at all levels and of all persuasions. Publication – with
translation into English of documents in other languages wherever appropriate – is
also very timely, coinciding as it does with the appearance of major series such as
Cambridge University Press’s History of Christianity and Oxford’s History of the
Christian Church.
Some extracts, however, may nonetheless seem puzzling, or highlight the

problems of compilation. Readers may well ask whether the piece taken from
Harold Macmillan’s ‘wind of change’ speech in 1960 (no. 194, pp. 244–5) does
not raise questions as to the purpose of selected cuttings. How far have the editors
been successful in sustaining their focus on items highlighting the place and his-
tory of Christianity, or has this given way to choices (as here) more appropriate
to other histories? Again, would it have been helpful to establish greater continuity
in the themes and sub-headings used in different regions or chronological periods?
For example ‘Church and mission in colonial society’ (nos. 241–4, pp. 313–19)
appears under Latin America, but is neither directly followed up nor similarly
grouped elsewhere, making comparisons – surely one of the purposes of such a
volume – sometimes rather difficult.
Queries of this kind, nevertheless, scarcely raise more than minor problems of

detail, given the variety of questions and interpretations which even the briefest of
selections is capable of provoking. This volume is thus likely to retain its position
as a valuable work of reference for a good many years to come.

ANDREW PORTERKing’s College London
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Twilight Institutions. Public Authority and Local Politics in Africa. Edited by
CHRISTIAN LUND. Malden MA: Blackwell, 2007. Pp. 272. No price given (ISBN
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Often, empirical observations on politics in sub-Saharan Africa and political
science theories do not match. A discipline which to a large extent is based on top-
down concepts derived from dynamics in Western European or North America
is indeed bound to face difficulties when it tries to make sense of developments in
the global South. Clearly this goes for concepts such as ‘the state’ or ‘civil society’.
It is against this background that academic disciplines which work with a different
set of methods and related research questions increasingly make inroads into terri-
tory in which political science has traditionally claimed competence. The volume
Twilight Institutions, edited by Christian Lund, who is a professor at the
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Department of International Development Studies, Roskilde, Denmark, is a good
example of this welcome trend.
The collection of eleven articles analyses, from a bottom-up perspective, how

public authority actually works in an environment of weak statehood. The title of
the volume refers to the paradoxical way in which many institutions in Africa are
‘not the state but exercise some form of public authority’ (p. 1). The articles were
first published in 2006 in the journal Development and Change, and some originate
from a workshop organized for Ph.D. researchers in 2002. Other contributions
come from anthropologists already well established such as David Pratten, Lars
Buur, Carola Lentz or Pierre-Yves le Meur. The case studies are drawn from
Benin, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Mozambique, Senegal, Nigeria, South Africa and
Zambia and cover a variety of state–society situations. The policy fields under
review include the provision (or non-provision) of security, control of land, the
politics of decentralization and the rule of law. The actors operating in these fields
are local politicians, traditional authorities, civic associations, young men and ex-
ternal agencies.
This volume offers well-researched and original insights into an important area

of politics. Compared to contributions from anthropology on politics in Africa in
the 1990s, this volume takes a more fruitful direction: the political-scientist
bashing that one usually comes across is getting more ritualistic. Rather the editor
and some of his contributors have read political science research and take a keen
interest in conceptual and theoretical debate. Although the editor does not aim
at generalizing theoretical statements, one methodological conclusion from this
volume can be singled out: since there are no general patterns emerging from
the contributions, it is important to map how certain policy fields are organized.
And, for this exercise, the post-disciplinary dialogue about concepts has just
started.

ULF ENGELInstitute of African Studies, University of Leipzig
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