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behaviour. Ratings were made on a group of 55 in
patients for around @o ego-function variables,
particular attention being paid to the methodo
logical problems of ratings. These data were statisti
cally analysed and reduced in complexity by tech
niques of multivariate, intercorrelational analysis.
The borderline syndrome and variants or sub
groups of this syndrome were then clinically identi
fled from the various possible statistical solutions to
the data processing. Study was made of the family
background of the patients, and a follow-up study
carried out. There is a discussion of the aetiology of
the borderline which is considered multifactual but
non-specific.

The â€˜¿�core'borderline syndrome has four main
clinical attributes: emotional expression limited to
aggression, consistently poor inter-personal relations,
an inadequately differentiated identity, and a
tendency to episodes of depression descriptively
characterized by helpless loneliness rather than true
sadness. A second sub-group lies nearer to the psy
chotic border, that is, closest to disintegration when
their behaviour over time is considered. This group is
Characterized especially by inappropriate and nega
five behaviour towards others. A small third group
lies nearer the border with the neuroses, and is
characterized by anxiety, child-like clinging (asia
dlitic) depression, and extreme narcissism. The
fourth sub-group resembles H. Deutsch's â€˜¿�asif'
personalities, compliant towards others, their ident
ity problem solved by acquiring an identity from
people around themâ€”'as if I were watching myself
playing a role'.

This is a book likely to arouse strong feelings,
positive and negative, in different readers. To the
psychiathst concerned with neat categorization it
will be unconvincing, and one can anticipate the
argument: Why use the term â€˜¿�borderline'at all?
Few of the patients on follow-up (only two) became
schizophrenic; why not simply use the term â€˜¿�persona
lity disorder' ? Psychotherapists, however, including
the writer, may consider that the research objectively
delineates a clinical entity with which they are
familiar. With the classification of personality
disorder in its present chaotic state, this study is
worthy of detailed critical attention.

Replication is necessary to overcome certain
possible criticisms. Thus, a team of researchers
working together on rating methods may learn to
become consistent with each other without there
necessarily being a true external validity. An import
ant point, not fully discussed by the authors,
concerns the original selection of the patients. A
senior psychiatrist was asked to admit â€˜¿�borderline
patients...whichmeantthedefinitely-not-schizo

phrenic patients'. The selector's retrospective inter
pretations of the instructions are given, but one
wonders, in a research in which so much care is
taken with the statistics and methodology, that this
essential link in the chain is not tighter. A repeat
study, using identical methods ofrating and statistical
analysis, but with other diagnostic groups included,
may help to establish the clinical validity of the
borderline syndrome more securely.

Until that time, Grinker ci al. seem to me to have
made a good case for retaining the borderline syn
drome as a diagnostic entity, and for researching
further upon it.

SIDNEY CROWN.
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Werte und Tatsachen: (Values and Facts). By
WOLFGANG KOHLER. Transl. into German by

Mia@ Kom@i. Berlin, Heidelberg, New York:
Springer-Verlag. i@68. Pp. 299. Price DM 58.

The original English version of this book was
published by Kegan Paul in 1938. It presented the
author's William James Lectures delivered at Har
yard University in 1934-35. This translation will no
doubt be welcome to German readers interested in
the relationship between psychology, science and
philosophy, all the more so as the co-founder of
Gestalt psychology and author of The Mensa1i@yof Apes,
who died in 5967, had left his native Germany long
before the last war. In the first chapter he states â€˜¿�the
case against science' for its indifference to specifically
human problems and its inability to contribute to
their solution. He declares his opposition to positivistic
philosophy which is not interested in the quality of
human experience. Science cannot therefore deal
with values. They have the experiential quality of
â€˜¿�requiredness',and the author attempts to fit this into
field theory. In the rest of the book he presents and
defends the basic tenets of Gestalt psychology, much
ofwhich has dated a great deal by now. This applies
particularly to the theory of isomorphism, i.e. the
assumption of the direct and exact correspondence
between psychological and cerebral processes. The
book demonstrates the author's scholarship and
brilliance. It also helps the reader to understand
why Gestalt psychology as a comprehensive theory
has few adherents today.

E. STENGEL.
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Endocrinology and Human Behaviour. Edited
by RIChARD P. MICHAEL. London: Oxford
University Press. 1968. Pp. @.Price gos.
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