
is one developed most explicitly by chapters such as
Pluckhahn and Thompson’s contribution (Chapter 12),
in which they paradoxically provide an expansion of
scale by looking at three broadly contemporaneous
sites—Kolomoki, Crystal River, and Fort Center,
spread across almost 1,000 km—even while shrinking
the experiential scale to that of an individual visiting
and engaging with each of these sites in similar and
dissimilar ways. Dekle (Chapter 13) similarly offers
a paradoxical yet ultimately productive view of inter-
regional trade across broad landscapes when she sug-
gests such practices were less about broad-scale
political manifestations and more about the develop-
ment of individual identities derived from the owner-
ship and display of “exotic” objects obtained from
great distances. Wallis (Chapter 14) likewise promotes
an understanding of interregional exchange as reflect-
ing the wills and desires of individuals when he com-
pares how Swift Creek and laterWeeden Island groups
deployed local and nonlocal pottery in mound con-
texts. Shifting from a tradition that included vessels
from diverse areas and times to only using pottery pro-
duced by a select group of people, Wallis describes the
ritual and social performances associated with mound
activities as becoming increasingly limited and exclu-
sionary over time, possibly reflecting changing power
relations.

Henry (Chapter 15) is one of the few to explicitly
discuss the political organization of Early and Middle
Woodland groups in the Southeast, specifically in
northern Kentucky. Contrary to traditional interpreta-
tions of mounds and interregional trade as evidence
of power centralization, Henry argues that these
groups were far more heterarchical, in part because
communities were highly mobile and operated within
a broader ritual landscape that they were constantly
refashioning based on their relations with one
another.

In sum, Early and Middle Woodland Landscapes
of the Southeast provides an opportunity for archaeol-
ogists not working in this region and time to appreciate
both the current work being conducted as well as the
potential for future studies. The book has been an
important contribution to the literature since it was
first published in hardcover in 2013, and it well
deserves its release as a paperback in 2019.

Mississippian Smoking Ritual in the Southern Appa-
lachian Region. DENNIS B. BLANTON. 2015. Uni-
versity of Tennessee Press, Knoxville. xii + 274 pp.
$65.00 (hardcover), ISBN 978-1-62190-189-1.

Reviewed by Stephen B. Carmody, Troy University

In this highly anticipated book, Dennis Blanton pre-
sents his analysis of smoking pipes fromMississippian
sites in the greater southern Appalachians, contribut-
ing to archaeological knowledge about the complexity
of precolumbian smoking traditions in the Eastern
Woodlands of North America. For the book, Blanton’s
study area encompasses eastern Alabama, eastern Ten-
nessee, northern Florida, all of Georgia, and parts of
the Carolinas. The era of interest spans AD 1000–
1600. Blanton’s comprehensive treatment of pipes
from a large region and over several hundred years is
one of the first regional studies of smoking pipes and
practices in the Mississippian world, and it represents
a major contribution to the area’s literature.

In Chapter 1, Blanton provides the reader with a
well-researched account of the importance of
tobacco to prehistoric Native Americans and the spe-
cial relationships they had with tobacco and tobacco
smoke. Given the symbolic and ceremonial status of
tobacco across Native North America, archaeologists
have long recognized the importance of smoking
pipes themselves as well as the tobacco and other
plants smoked in them and smoking rituals. How-
ever, despite the long history and widespread
practice of tobacco smoking in Native North Amer-
ica, the dearth of information in the archaeological
literature and the lack of synthetic treatment and
interpretations of Mississippian smoking pipes
drives Blanton’s work here.

In Chapter 2, Blanton summarizes the archaeo-
logical evidence that identifies the South Appalachian
Mississippian cultural tradition and region as an
identifiable culture area. He also demonstrates that
most of our knowledge about the prehistoric smoking
culture and more specifically tobacco is insufficient
and not grounded in comparative considerations
of smoking pipes or paleoethnobotanical evidence.
Pipes recovered from archaeological sites are too
often identified as tobacco pipes without direct evi-
dence of tobacco use at the site. Pipes found archaeo-
logically may have been made for smoking other
plants instead of or in addition to tobacco. This impor-
tant point is often overlooked and has resulted in
incomplete understandings of pipe smoking rituals
and the plants involved.

After thoroughly describing artifact assemblages
and the related archaeological evidence, Blanton
turns his attention in Chapter 3 to theoretical discus-
sions of religious rituals and the use of pipes in
those rituals. Applying cultural evolutionary theory
and costly signaling theory, Blanton explains how spa-
tial and temporal variability in pipe forms reflect local
and regional practices and changes and how those cir-
culated more widely throughout the Mississippian

186 [Vol. 85, No. 1, 2020]AMERICAN ANTIQUITY

https://doi.org/10.1017/aaq.2019.51 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/aaq.2019.51


world of the Southeast and Midwest. By applying
these theoretical perspectives, Blanton simultaneously
considers the physical changes in pipe forms and how
those changes correspond to the functions the pipes
served in religious rituals.

In Chapter 4, Blanton describes pipe attributes
(size, stem form, rim form, and raw material) and dis-
cusses how these attributes changed during theMissis-
sippian period. There were few pipes and pipe forms
during the Early Mississippian period (AD 1000–
1200), an explosion in the numbers of pipe styles
and elaboration of stylistic characteristics during the
Middle Mississippian period (AD 1200–1375), and a
diversification of stylistic elements adopted during
the Late Mississippian period (AD 1375–1600). The
established temporal patterns were determined using
both cluster analysis andmultiple correspondence analy-
sis. Combining his attribute analysis with the recovery
contexts of the pipes and their geographical distribution,
Blanton convincingly shows associations between
specific elements and particular periods and provinces
within the larger study area.

In Chapter 5, following his analysis of smoking
pipes, Blanton returns to a discussion of Mississippian
pipe symbolism and costly signaling associated with
religious rituals and production of ritual equipment.
In so doing, he situates pipes and pipe smoking within
broader Mississippian cultural practices. Blanton con-
cludes in Chapter 6 with a discussion of the signifi-
cance of studying pipes and the evolution of
smoking rituals as an important facet of the broader
Mississippian culture. He argues that the lack of ar-
chaeological analyses of pipes—an oft-overlooked
and underappreciated artifact class—has hindered
our understanding of South Appalachian Mississip-
pian religion and ritual. While Blanton characterizes
his treatment of pipes as “incomplete and limited”
(p. 144), he provides a valuable model for other
researchers to follow in further study of Mississippian
pipes and pipe-related rituals.

Blanton’s fine-grained analysis of pipes pro-
vides a powerful and compelling argument for ar-
chaeological research on smoking as a window to
broader cultural characteristics and patterns of culture
change in the past. Theoretically, Blanton uses cul-
tural evolutionary theory to explore stylistic variabil-
ity in pipe attributes over time and then applies
costly signaling theory to explain how those changes
in pipe form relate to broader regional and temporal
patterns. Methodologically, his use of both cluster
analysis and multiple correspondence analysis pro-
vides convincing evidence for stylistic changes in
pipe attributes during the Mississippian period in
the Southern Appalachian region. Overall, this

book contributes substantially to the archaeological
literature, and it is essential reading for anyone
studying smoking rituals and traditions in Native
North America.

The Archaeology of Houses and Households in the
Native Southeast. BENJAMIN A. STEERE. 2017.
University of Alabama Press, Tuscaloosa. xv + 215
pp. $54.95 (hardcover), ISBN 978-0-8173-1949-6.

Reviewed by Edmond A. Boudreaux III University of
Mississippi

The study of houses and the social groups who build
and use them has been an important topic in North
American anthropology since Lewis Henry Morgan
and the origins of the discipline during the nineteenth
century. Benjamin Steere’s book, The Archaeology of
Houses and Households in the Native Southeast, is a
significant contribution to this anthropological tradi-
tion of exploring the complex relationships among
houses, households, environment, and society.

Steere’s research is most concerned with under-
standing and explaining similarities and variability in
Native American domestic architecture in the U.S.
Southeast across space and through time. His book
considers the roles that environment, economy, cos-
mology, and status differentiation played in shaping
continuity and change in Native American domestic
architecture in the greater southern Appalachians,
from about 2,000 years ago through the period after
European contact in the Southeast, as well as patterns
of similarity or variability across his study area. There
were major changes in environment, economy, poli-
tics, and social organization in the Southeast during
this period, but how do those changes correlate, if at
all, with stability or transformation in domestic
architecture?

Steere’s research is based on analyses of an archae-
ological dataset generated from published site reports
and scholarly literature about examples of domestic
architecture at sites across the southern Appalachian
region, a vast area that spans approximately half of
the U.S. Southeast. He sorts sites and structures into
the following periods: Middle Woodland (200 BC–
AD 400), Late Woodland (AD 400–1000), Early Mis-
sissippian (AD 1000–1200), Middle Mississippian
(AD 1200–1350), Late Mississippian (AD 1350–550),
and the Historic period (AD 1550–1800). The vast tem-
poral and spatial scales of this book are extraordinary,
and they represent a deliberate effort by Steere to aug-
ment recent trends in household archaeology that have
moved away from explanations based on broad-scale
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