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The Practice of Politics in Postcolonial Brazil: Porto Alegre, 1845-1895. By Roger A. Kit­
tleson. Pittsburgh, Pa.: University of Pittsburgh Press, 2006. Pp. xi, 296. Notes. 
Bibliography. Index. $25.15 paper. 

Roger Kittleson's book makes an important original contribution to Latin American 
and Brazilian history, in both its presentation of new material and its perspective. Nine­
teenth-century political and economic history continues to be the great uncharted ter­
ritory of Latin American and Brazilian studies. In this insightful regionally based work, 
Kittleson analyzes political change and continuity in the relatively small and sparsely 
settled, ranching economy of Porto Alegre. He argues that in this context the transi­
tion from liberal to scientific or positivist politics in the late nineteenth century effec­
tively restructured both politics and society, along with ideologies of national identity. 
While both liberalism and positivism were antidemocratic, Kittleson contends that the 
transition signified a profound cultural and political shift: it created a political oppor­
tunity for an incipient incorporation of plebeians into the formal political realm. This 
book walks the lines between cultural history, social, history, and institutional history 
and makes important contributions to each. It will definitely make an important impact 
on the literature of Brazilian and Latin American history. 

Based on impressive documentation of hundreds of court cases, newspapers and gov­
ernment documents, Kittleson examines relations of power and issues of honor in 
everyday life for plebeians. He also examines elite concerns for the economy, as well as 
elections and constitutions. Just as important is Kittleson's treatment of die effects of 
the new politics at the local level, articulating die ways in which sectors of the popular 
classes were gradually incorporated into the polity. Kittleson has utilized the court 
records of individual citizens in Porto Alegre to analyze questions of individual and 
group rebellion, attitudes toward individual rights, and slavery and also draws on the 
newspapers, magazines, writings of thinkers, literature, and scholarship of the period. 
He incorporates the insights of anthropologists and cultural historians to interpret pop­
ular and elite attitudes toward diemselves and their families, other sectors of society, 
and the government. His analysis follows the best traditions of both empirical quanti­
tative history and cultural analysis. 

Kittleson's insights into changes in die values and ideas of the Brazilian population 
from the colonial period to the late nineteendi century are especially fascinating. He 
argues that the ultimate inclusion of the povo in the Brazilian polity was necessary to 
the success of the modernization project. That change required that Brazilian elites 
gradually move from viewing members of the popular classes who did not aspire to be 
their client dependents as "vagrants" to an openness to individual autonomy. Kittleson 
makes a strong and (to many) surprising argument that there was significant change, 
along with continuity, in die Brazilian social fabric of the nineteenth century. This 
thesis of social and political change is a major contribution of this work. 

Also significant was the gradual acceptance by the Brazilian elites and the middle class 
of European models of modernization, which incorporated a more inclusive idea of cit-

https://doi.org/10.1353/tam.2012.0026 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1353/tam.2012.0026


REVIEWS 629 

izenship than had been followed previously in Brazil. Whereas odier scholars have 
noted that positivism did include the idea of inclusion of the popular classes in politics, 
previous studies have tended to emphasize that such inclusion was a way of controlling 
the non-elites. Kittleson offers a counter to this argument by demonstrating that some 
immigrant factory owners or artisans became active members of the political class in 
this process. The fact that plebeians won limited political inclusion in Porto Alegre may 
be attributed to both a less hierarchical social and economic structure than existed else­
where in Brazil and a process of civic education that opened a space for different polit­
ical possibilities. 

At the same time Kittleson is careful to say that "the rise of associative activity and the 
push of some near- and non-elites into positions of influence in formal politics did not 
. . . add up to the birth of democracy" (p. 187). He further adds that "these develop­
ments did change the rules of the political game, most notably those governing the def­
inition of what constituted true political behavior and who was capable of carrying it 
out" (p. 187). While this study focuses on a backwater community of Brazil in the 
nineteenth century, such a conclusion of social mobility and political opening in the 
Brazilian context must be seen as remarkable. Historians of Latin America and Brazil 
will find this study insightful and enlightening. 

University of Kansas ELIZABETH A. KUZNESOF 

Lawrence, Kansas 

Medicine and Politics in Colonial Peru: Population Growth and the Bourbon Reforms. By 
Adam Warren. Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 2010. Pp. 304. Notes. 
Bibliography. Index. $26.95 paper. 

Adam Warren's book on politics and medical reform in late colonial Peru makes a valu­
able addition to a growing corpus of Anglophone literature on the history of science 
and medicine in colonial Latin America. This tradition arguably began with John Tate 
Lanning's ambitious The Royal Protomedicato (1985) and has continued in recent years 
with works on medicine, public health, and charity in New Spain and on medicine and 
natural history in Peru and New Granada. Using a rich array of archival documents 
from Peru and Spain, Warren is able to trace the impact of Bourbon reforms on med­
icine and public health, areas of colonial history that have received relatively little atten­
tion compared to the traditional focus on administrative, economic, and clerical (often 
anti-clerical) reform. Warren also departs from the traditional reform literature by 
pointing to the fact that some of the reforms were ultimately unsuccessful, largely due 
to the complications that peninsular efforts aimed at spreading "useful knowledge" 
faced in local colonial contexts. Indeed, Medicine and Politics in Colonial Peru is care­
ful to highlight the localized character of Bourbon reforms—not only in the local 
effects of imperial orders, but also in the way that local Creole elites embraced, rejected, 
or modified these orders to suit their needs or agendas. In this way, Warren is able to 
show repeatedly the politicized identity of Creole elite doctors and the active role they 
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