
methods, which helpfully touch upon the Mexica mathematics of an early tributary cen-
sus, the Codex Vergara. The volume concludes with a closely argued coda that demon-
strates the relevance of Greer’s comparisons for an understanding of the plethora of
dispossessive forces that accursed indigenous societies in the nineteenth and early twen-
tieth centuries: distinct territorial dynamics in Upper and Lower Canada, liberal land
reforms in Mexico, and the US reservation system. In Lower Canada and Quebec,
English law was enforced after the defeat of the French colonial project, in spite of push-
back from First Nations. In the United States, the monetization of preemption rights led
to a “property revolution” that hinged on dispossession and led to the genocide of indig-
enous communities. In New Spain, the ersatz emancipation of Indians as Mexican citi-
zens proclaimed by liberals preceded the disenfranchisement of rural communities that
followed Reforma Laws, paradoxically championed by a Zapotec president, Benito Juárez.

Only a few topics in this work call for a more sustained treatment. Chief among
them is a greater emphasis on indigenous inheritance in New Spain, discussed only
as it intersected with the reinvented tradition of títulos primordiales (primordial land
charters). Hundreds of testaments in Nahuatl, Zapotec, Mixtec, and other languages
showcased how testators stopped just short of treating land as freely alienable, for
they allowed individuals to bequeath, barter, or sell land and property within the
“republic of Indians,” although these transfers also occurred beyond it. Such dynamism
allowed propertied Natives to raise capital, obtain loans, and even claim a stake in an
incipient futures market based on valuable cultigens. Hence, the obsession for docu-
menting land charters, while propelled by colonial courts, was firmly ensconced in
indigenous societies by the late sixteenth century.

In the end, this lucid and deeply researched volume will inspire and inform compar-
ative discussions about colonialism and land tenure, not only for undergraduate and
graduate students in history courses, but also for audiences interested in indigenous
studies, ethnohistory, anthropology, and early economics.

David Tavárez, Vassar College
doi:10.1017/rqx.2020.173

Tigurinerchronik. Heinrich Bullinger.
Ed. Hans Ulrich Bächtold. 3 vols. Heinrich Bullinger Werke; Vierte Abteilung:
Historische Schriften 1. Zurich: Theologischer Verlag, 2018. 1,854 pp. €450.

Heinrich Bullinger (1504–74), the Helvetian exegete, teacher, organizer, and leader of
European sixteenth-century Protestantism and the Zurich church from 1531 to 1574,
was also a noteworthy historian. Dr. Hans Ulrich Bächtold, a longtime member of the
Heinrich Bullinger Briefwechsel and a coeditor of the circa 14,000 letters written by
Bullinger, took the bull by its horns when he committed to editing the historical-critical
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edition of the Tigurinerchronik. The project was conceived at the Institute of Swiss
Reformation Studies at the University of Zurich in 2004 and followed Bächtold into
his retirement. He continued to the present edition of Bullinger’s 1,800 handwritten
folios on the history of Europe from the Roman Empire to the end of Bullinger’s
life, which was published in 2018.

The three-volume work is a text-critical, historical-critical edition, exhibiting the
same erudite methodology of the Heinrich Bullinger Werke publications, which are sys-
tematically excellent and display exquisite technological know-how, as well as meticu-
lous exactitude, with the superb print quality of the TVZ. The present volumes are
written in Bullinger’s Early New High German with long and short Latin quotations
and spattered with some Greek. The same method found in other volumes of the
Heinrich Bullinger Werke are present: the rendering of an exact transliteration of the
original text, alphabetically ordered footnotes for textual criticism, and numbered com-
mentary on the context appear in two columns at the bottom of each page. The author’s
original marginal notes are in the margins of each page. The entire apparatus is in the
German language, and the Early New High German original text limits access to the
Tigurinerchronik to scholars with specific Germanic-language skills.

Bullinger published his Reformationsgeschichte, a history of the Reformation between
1519 and 1532, in 1567; his Eidgenössische Geschichte (History of the Helvetic
Confederation) is considered by some to be fragmentary. However, the master’s historical
narrative of Zurich, Tigurinerchronik, is highly praised as the best historical chronical of
Zurich in its time. The three-volume edition of Heinrich Bullinger’s history of Zurich is
complete with a 425-page companion apparatus for the two volumes of history. This
companion piece contains vibrant and vital information for research, including an
index of titles, a glossary of language, a list of printed source materials, a list of literature,
and a list of people and places with printed images of the crucial idiosyncrasies of the first
three volumes of the Heinrich Bullinger Vierte Abteilung: Historische Schriften.

The first volume begins with a preface of Bullinger’s declared intention and enormous
goal to write a history from the times before the birth of Christ until 1400. Bullinger then
dedicates the Tigurinerchronik to the members of the Grossmünster Stiftung, and the
leaders, elders, councillors, and members of the church in Zurich. The first chapters of
the 644-page volume 1 of his history bind together the biblical narrative of the ancient
Middle East to the Middle Ages, noting the progress of Christianity as it extended across
the known world to influence the institutional church of Zurich, in particular. Bullinger
traces Zurich’s origins back to the biblical Abraham, spiraling inward toward Zurich from
a European perspective, locating the inception of the Helvetic Confederation and the his-
tory of Zurich, its people, and their wars in the fourteenth century.

Volume 2 of Bullinger’s historical narrative records history from circa 1400 through
the early Reformation, including the Councils of Constance and Basel, and emphasizes
the confederation as well as the miraculous ability of Zurich to defend itself against for-
eign powers. Two chapters address the conflicts of Zurich, its enemies, the city’s seldom
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successful program for expansion, and the Old War of Zurich. The history of the
Reformation and the Grossmünster Church, which are both emotionally and physically
at the center of historical Zurich, tells of the foundation of the Latin school, the
Prophezei, in 1523, which became Heinrich Bullinger’s Schola Tigurina and is the
basis for today’s Swiss theological higher educational system. Volume 2 includes docu-
ments from the school and the Zurich Council.

Bullinger peppers his detailed chronicle, fastidious methods, and historical precision
with what he saw and heard during his long life spent as a scholar and the chief pastor in
Zurich. Although Bullinger thought he was writing from a neutral position, his six-
teenth-century plumb line was a biblical worldview. He wrote of Rome as the great
beast in the book of Daniel, and the Carolingians were the image of the beast in
John’s Revelation. The pope embodied the anti-Christ. Wars can be considered
God’s punishment, and the great Reformer was confident that Zurich desired God
and true religion. A nineteenth-century publication of Bullinger’s Reformation history
exists; his history of Zurich waited until now.

In the dedication and introduction to the Tigurinerchronik, Bullinger describes forty
years of collecting material to write the history of Zurich, and how in the past year (1572)
he was able to write the eight books of history. In the same breath, Bullinger attributes the
Tigurinerchronik in its entirety to the loving kindness and assistance of God; with heartfelt
thanks to God, he hopes that the chronicle might lend honor to God and serve the sal-
vation and welfare of many. Bullinger the humanist approached history as “a witness in
time, light of truth, teaching master of life, and herald of time” (x). He refreshes the
chronicle of events with social history and mixes the secular with the church and theology.
Some argue that Bullinger’s writings are 75 percent political; indeed, if we take what
Bullinger said about his work at face value, the prolific thinker believed “it is God who
directs the history of all people according to his plan” (3). Bullinger was first and foremost
a theologian: his grid for understanding was a tapestry woven with theology and history,
theology and politics, God and modern humanism, and this is one of the reasons that the
Tigurinerchronik is a significant gift from Zurich to early modern scholarship.

Rebecca Giselbrecht, Universität Bern
doi:10.1017/rqx.2020.174

Preachers, Partisans, and Rebellious Religion: Vernacular Writing and the Hussite
Movement. Marcela K. Perett.
The Middle Ages Series. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2018. viii +
290 pp. $85.

Marcela Perett’s book will stand at the forefront of essential contributions to Hussite
studies. She has fixed her gaze not on theology or Latin sources but on vernacular
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