
the political leaders of Indonesian independence were all fluent in Dutch; Sukarno
wrote ‘Dutch is the language in which I do my thinking…when I am cursing, I am
cursing in Dutch’ (201).

Willemyns emphasizes revision of received historical accounts, particularly of
early language loss in the Flemish region, and throughout much of the book
there is particular attention to a southern, Flemish perspective. This may owe to
the fact that in their struggle with French, southerners have had to be more preoc-
cupied with their language and its relation to the established prestige of northern
Dutch. Indeed, asWillemyns writes, if we are looking for struggle for survival, mul-
tilingual conflict, hard battles for prestige, patriotic emotion—the stuff of much of
this book—then for a significant period the southern Dutch-speaking area, partic-
ularly what was to become part of Belgium, ‘is the place to be’ (108–9).
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Language in Society 43 (2014)
doi:10.1017/S0047404514000657

CHRISTINEMALLINSON, BECKY CHILDS, &GERARD VANHERK (eds.),Data collection in
sociolinguistics: Methods and applications. New York: Routledge, 2013.
Pp. xvi, 334. Pb. $49.95.

Reviewed by JUAN YU and YUMIN CHEN

School of Foreign Languages, Sun Yat-sen University
Guangzhou, 510275, China

yujuan810@gmail.com
chenym27@mail.sysu.edu.cn

Data collection in sociolinguistics: Methods and applications provides a compre-
hensive overview of methodologies for the process of collecting and analyzing
data in sociolinguistics. Its eighteen chapters and thirty-three vignettes contributed
by adept sociolinguistic scholars and fieldworkers are organized into four parts:
‘Research design’, ‘Generating new data’, ‘Working with and preserving existing
data’, and ‘Sharing data and findings’.

Two key issues are explained in Part I through the first three chapters and sub-
sequent vignettes, two of which focus on the cross-disciplinary nature of sociolin-
guistic research and methods of how to get the right data, with consideration of
relevant ethics. Particular emphasis is given to dynamic power relationships
between researchers and participants in chapter 3 and its following vignettes.

The methods and processes of collecting data form the topic of Part II, in which
methodological issues such as ethnographic data collection, experiments, surveys,
questionnaires, interviews, and fieldwork are addressed from diverse social settings
including the deaf community and diasporic and immigrant communities. The
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discussion shows how to assess the strengths and weaknesses of each methodolog-
ical approach before deciding on the research framework to be used.

The chapters and vignettes in Part III work together to explore the highly
complicated and practical issue of data treatment. Theoretical questions related to
categorization of data, methods of organizing data, and the transcription protocol
of data are discussed. Moreover, the authors of chapters 13 and 14 argue that com-
pared with traditional data, the challenges associated with newly arising data—such
as media data, performed data, and online data—deserve more attention.

Part IV shifts to issues of data preservation, access, and linguistic gratuity. It is
demonstrated that educational outreach and community activism can be used as ef-
fective ways of improving the quality of data and appreciating the value of research
findings. Most authors in this section encourage sociolinguists to publicize their re-
search results and to strengthen the ties between sociolinguistic findings and their
application in public and educational settings.

Overall, this is a well-organized book with introductory chapters for each part, a
concise summary of the main points of the book, and a wealth of first-hand exam-
ples of fieldwork. These make the book a valuable reference for those already
engaged in sociolinguistic data collection, and an accessible introduction for
novice students interested in the field.
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This edited volume presents the latest work on repair by leading scholars in the in-
terdisciplinary field of conversation analysis (CA). It emphasizes the centrality of
repair in the organization of human social interaction. Through repair, participants
manage problems of speaking, hearing, or understanding in interaction. For in-
stance, a recipient may seek clarification of the previous turn (e.g. Huh?), or a
speaker may interrupt their own turn-in-progress and reformulate it in anticipation
of a misunderstanding. Repair thus enables the accomplishment and maintenance
of mutual understanding or intersubjectivity, an issue at the heart of the social
sciences.
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