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Nevertheless, distrust of Tyrone and his allies prevented many from breaking with the
crown. Ultimately political allegiances were complicated and multifaceted. Yet the compli-
cated political allegiances did not prevent the Old English forming a significant part in the
military assets of the crown in Ireland. Though certainly not a spearhead of the English cam-
paigns, their presence did allow the crown to commit their regular troops to offensive opera-
tions while the Old English ‘rising out’ acted as a defensive militia, securing the Pale and
other territories under English authority. Furthermore, troop shortages often meant
Palesmen filled the gaps in the crown’s field armies.

Canning details the sufferings and response of the Old English to the crushing economic
burden placed on them by the demands of the crown exactions to supply their troops, the
rapacious plundering of those same troops, and the regular episodes of spoliation by
the Irish confederates. The pressures placed on the Old English in the Pale made it all the
more remarkable that they stayed loyal to the crown (for the most part). Worse still, this loy-
alty often went unacknowledged by the queen’s officers in Dublin, as the traditional powers
and authority of the Old English nobles was eroded in favour of New (Protestant) English
arriving into the country.

What Canning has achieved must be greatly commended, as she has shed a light on a cru-
cial aspect of the Nine Years War. Indeed it should be viewed as one of the most significant
facets of the conflict, as it was the failure of Tyrone to secure Old English support that led to
his defeat. The work is well-written, the prose is fluid and engaging, and never loses its focus
with superfluous detail or diverting segues. Do I agree with everything in it? Not at all. The
Old English military, represented by the rising out, were a lot less effective than they are pre-
sented, with a string of defeats evidence of their limited military usefulness. The work is also
a bit ambiguous in using the term ‘Irish’ in English military musters to represent the presence
of Palesmen in crown armies. Any disagreements on my part should not be taken as a nega-
tive. This work is an outstanding piece of scholarship and should be essential reading in the
study of the Nine Years War and Old English society as a whole in early-modern Ireland.
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NANO NAGLE: THE LIFE AND THE LEGACY. By Deirdre Raftery, Catriona Delaney and Catherine
Nowlan-Roebuck. Pp 294. Newbridge: Irish Academic Press. 2019. £20.

Despite being voted ‘Ireland’s greatest woman’ in an R.T.E. radio poll of 2005, little is
known about the life and work of Honora (Nano) Nagle (1718-84), the foundress of the
international teaching order, the Sisters of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
(Presentation Sisters). Indeed, in the opening lines of their book Nano Nagle: the life and
the legacy, Deirdre Raftery, Catriona Delaney and Catherine Nowlan-Roebuck comment
on the invisibility of Nagle in the plethora of literature on education, the Catholic church,
and the evolving field of scholarly inquiry into women religious. Utilising Presentation
archives in Ireland, England, Newfoundland and North America, the authors correct the
omission in this biography, which focuses on Nagle’s contribution to the field of education,
and the international growth and expansion of her religious community in the centuries fol-
lowing her death.

Born in County Cork in 1718, Nagle may have had ‘the misfortune to be born a woman’
(p. 13) and a Catholic, in an Ireland subject to the penal laws, but she benefitted from a close-
knit and wealthy family who reinforced her Catholic, Irish heritage. The family’s personal
success provided her with an education and an insight into the art of astute financial judge-
ment, and time spent on the continent, including two years in a French convent, stimulated
Nagle’s religious and educational vocation. On her return to Cork, she founded schools for
impoverished boys and girls, and became the first woman to establish a religious congrega-
tion in modern Ireland. Driven by her desire to educate the poor and disadvantaged, the
authors portray Nagle as ‘an independent spirit’, fearless, and with ‘no concern for what
others thought of her’ (p. 33).
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It was this spirit which would drive the future apostolate of her religious congregation,
which expanded steadily between 1807 and 1830, with the founding of twenty-two houses
in fourteen counties throughout Ireland. The success of foundation houses, convents and
schools depended on the entrepreneurial skills of each new community of nuns, and how
they utilised money garnered from charity sermons, donations, bequests and collections.
Funding also stemmed from dowries brought by individuals entering the order (typically
between £500 and £600 between 1770 and 1870), as well as generous donations from
wealthy families, lay philanthropists and local clergy.

The chapters which trace the expansion of Presentation schools to countries where Irish
emigrants were in need of Catholic education chart tales of personal resilience in the face
of adversity. Included is the arduous task which faced the four Galway nuns who established
the first overseas foundation in Newfoundland in 1833, and how, despite having ‘to slice the
milk’, they managed to ‘bear the cold well and were never in better health’ (p. 65). In an era
of open hostility towards Catholics in England, ‘it took courage’ (p. 113) for Presentation
Sisters to found the first Irish order in Manchester in 1836, and despite anti-Catholic preju-
dice, ‘the pioneering sisters built a reputation as skilled and capable teachers’ (p. 175).

During the Famine, the Presentation Sisters’ apostolate extended beyond the classroom, as
they fed and clothed who they could, and the chapter on second-level education provides
detailed information on how the nuns adapted to the numerous changes to education in
Ireland since the formation of the national education system in 1831. Utilising convent
annals, the authors examine the order during the twentieth century, exploring how commu-
nities endured through the First and Second World Wars, and how they challenged the patri-
archal propensities of individual members of the church hierarchy in Ireland, to establish
second-level education for working-class girls (p. 142).

Whilst Nagle’s mission to provide education for the poor links each chapter, ultimately her
legacy must be read through the perseverance and endurance of the thousands of Presentation
Sisters who followed in her wake. Although deferential to the ecclesiology of the Catholic
Church, they often acted autonomously, inspired by confidence in their Catholic identity
and the desire to fulfil the directives of the original charism set out by Nagle.
Consequently, imbued with Catholic devotionalism, the Presentation Sisters remained lead-
ing global providers of Catholic education into the twentieth century. One minor caveat, is
that only one chapter provides a personal insight into the life of Nagle, but as the authors
explain, other than a few hand-written letters, there is ‘very slender evidence of her life’
(p. 5). Despite this, they have produced a meticulously researched book, with extensive end-
notes and bibliography. Published to coincide with the tercentenary of Nagle’s birth, it will
attract those interested in the history of education, of women religious and the Catholic
church, and is a welcome contribution to studies by historians such as Rosemary
Raughter, Margaret MacCurtain, Yvonne McKenna, Jacinta Prunty and Susan O’Brien, all
of whom have helped to bring the lives of formidable women religious and their communities
into the public realm.
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THE LIFE AND TIMES OF MARY ANN MCCRACKEN, 1770-1866: A BELFAST PANORAMA. By
Mary McNeill. Revised edition. Pp 314. Dublin: Irish Academic Press. 2019. €22.95.

In the last few years, an increasing focus on both local and women'’s history has been reflected
in a revival of interest in the life of Mary Ann McCracken. Previously acknowledged as a fig-
ure of some significance because of her engagement with the United Irishmen and her close
relationship with leading participants in the movement, particularly her brother, Henry Joy,
and Thomas Russell, she has now gained recognition in her own right.
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