
licentious, avaricious and intemperate” (110), “paranoid” and even “manic depressive” (134).2

Like the voice of the Company, the portrayal of the ruthless Indians hiding amidst their jungles
reminds me of the tiger in Kipling’s infamous story that gets reproduced in the public discourse,
time and time again, on India from the “western” perspective and yet, unlike 19th century
Kipling, Bryant’s book hails from the 21st Century.

Likewise, Bryant holds Company servants in esteem, except for a few who he found
incompetent for bungling the Company’s business goals. Bryant’s appreciation for Robert
Clive, who established the groundwork for what was later to become the British Raj, is a
prevalent theme. Bryant, who characterizes Clive as “magnanimous”, a man of “initiative and
strategic understanding” (55), with good foresight and incredible “moral courage” (142) who
planned to consolidate Company power and “stabilize the country” (155), represents India an
opportunity for Clive to distinguish himself (74). To achieve this goal, Clive needed—as Bryant
shows—to lie, commit fraud, manipulate, expand the military, develop more effective revenue
collecting techniques/pacification methods and expand trade sans moral sentiment. In spite of
these tendencies, Bryant inexplicability does not impose any derogatory psychiatric labels on
Clive as he does on the Nawab of Bengal.

The most salient omission, presumably in the name of retaining the Company “voice”,
is that Bryant does not even hint at the implications for the Indian people of the array of
“pacification” missions and methods (230) or the “heinous” revenue raising methods that the
Company used to maintain “peace” and support its business interests (27). The destruction of
1,000 villages is relegated to a footnote while Bryant takes pains, a number of times, to reproduce
Company causality and illness statistics during its many contrivedwars to retain its assumed right
to do business as it wished. Even the battlefield death of leaders like Tipu Sultan, the Tiger of
Mysore, who refused to trade as the Company dictated or be a puppet leader, is relegated to a
mere footnote (314).

Bryant’s analysis is potent evidence that colonial sentiments are still alive and well in some
scholarly circles. For this reader, the book provides an important historical backdrop to
understand the recent intensification of post-colonial wars led by the West and dominated by
the Company’s same inexplicable sense of “right” to pursue capital at any cost without any
moral sentiments.

doi:10.1017/S0165115315000741 Robin Oakley, Dalhousie University

Alicia Schrikker and JeroenTouwen, eds.Promises andPredicaments: Trade andEntrepreneurship
in Colonial and Independent Indonesia in the 19th and 20th Centuries. Singapore: National
University of Singapore Press, 2015. 334 pp. ISBN: 9789971698515. $42.00.

This collection of essays, inspired by the work of Thomas Lindblad who researched economic
connections from colonial to post-colonial Indonesia, is organized around three themes: trade,
investment, entrepreneurship and changing regimes. The editors stress the importance of

2 It is shocking that Bryant would use the term “paranoid” given the constituent proof that he provides
that the Company’s servants were untrustworthy and, for the majority of the time, trying to undermine the
independent status of Muslim Nawabs and Hindu kings (whom he diminutively refers to as princes).
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studying economic development in Indonesia across the colonial and post-colonial period and
argue that economic decolonization did not occur in conjunction with political decolonization.
To more accurately explore economic development and shifting political policy, the editors
encourage economic historians of Indonesia to focus on this broader time frame and on
connections between regimes. Each author in this collection discusses their primary source
evidence in detail and most provide statics, in the form of graphs and charts, as quantitative
data for further research.

The essays in the first section of this book not only provide context for Indonesian economic
history by focusing on the development of trade and changes between colonial and postcolonial
rule, but also the socio-economic development of the region. This section develops Lindblad’s
theories about globalization influencing the Indonesian economy by turning it into an export
based economy. Anne Booth provides a detailed, yet compact, discussion of economic changes
in trade from 1830 to the present. Changes in labour, export commodities and economic
relationships between the hinterlands and the urban centres all influenced the economic
successes and failures of modern Indonesia. While Anne Booth focuses primarily on trade
relations, Hal Hill discusses the shift from the Indonesian economy being primarily based on
agriculture to being a largely industrial and service oriented. In Hill’s analysis, the unequal
development of urban centres (e.g., in Java) and the hinterlands led to unequal standards of
living and the development of industrial work at the expense of agriculture. Hill connects this
shift to rising productivity and living standards in Southeast Asia, as a whole, between 1970
and 2010. Hill’s study is unique among the essays in this book since it tracks economic changes
in Southeast Asia as they impacted and influenced Indonesia. In other words, his study is the
only transnational discussion of the Indonesian economy in connection to Southeast Asian
development at large.

The second section of the book discusses the role of individual indigenous groups in
Indonesia to stress the roles that these local groups have in forming a national economy before
and after decolonization. For example, Freek Colombijn discusses an economic relationship
between colonizers and colonized, called complementarisasi, which has previously been
marginalized by economic historians. Colombijn argues that complementarisasi “is an
economic relationship between actors from different ethnic groups, in which each side occupies
a niche and complements the other” (114). This cooperation between economic actors is
evidenced by the complementary roles of construction companies and contract labourers. As a
theoretical framework, the term complementarisasi moves beyond Lindblad’s analysis by
focusing less on colonial resistance to Dutch culture and the development of Indonesian
identity and, instead, serves as the basis for exploring symbiotic relationships across
the colonial and postcolonial economic period. As Colombijn does, each author provides a
micro-history within the larger theme of economic history to highlight the diversity of people
engaged in global economies. In particular, Leonard Blusse provides new micro-historical
source evidence to reveal the use of Chinese sailors by the VOC for journeys between Indonesia
and the Netherlands. Similarly, Roger Knight discusses the development of the Java sugar
industry by using the war analogy “caught in the crossfire” to represent the devastating impact
of Japanese imperialism on the Indonesian sugar industry.

The book’s final section discusses the effects of changing regimes on economic ventures and
focuses on modern developments (e.g., international food aid, the green revolution and rice
exports). The editors and several authors of chapters propose that regional/local economies
developed into a national economy that was highly contingent on globalization and global

542 Reviews

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0165115315000753 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0165115315000753


markets. Economic decolonization reveals how the rise of nationalism in the later part of
the 20th century influenced political policy by nationalizing businesses previously held by
American, British and Dutch companies. Thee Kian Wie argues that foreign debt inherited
from the Dutch administration and the dominance of Western interests in local businesses
were key economic issues facing postcolonial Indonesia. These hampered policy makers
until the nationalization of the economy. Similarly, Farabi Fakih adopts Lindblad’s term
Indonesianisasi to analyse the role of economists in Indonesia from 1950 to 1965. According to
Fakih, “Indonesianisasi represented an effort to move away from colonial forms and relations
towards Indonesian ones” (222). While all of these essays in this book focus on economic
relations and exchanges in a globalized market, its authors are also interested in homo-
genization and exchange between the Indonesian hinterlands and urban centres through the
processes of Indonesianisasi.

While the editors organize the book’s chapters to provide thematically coherent arguments
and chronologies, most of the essays are very short (even though they provide extensive
quantitative data in the form of charts and graphs). So, although there is much information
provided, the book presents more of a collection of preliminary discussions as opposed to
making overarching arguments about Indonesian economic history. Nonetheless, it is clear
that this collection not only aims to honour Thomas Lindblad but also utilize his theoretical
frameworks (e.g., by employing the term Indonesianisasi or, as Colombijn does, by developing
the related idea complementarisasi). In the process of using and/or developing these frame-
works, the book’s contributors create a group of interdisciplinary of essays that connect the
collection’s themes to a wide-range of primary and secondary sources.

doi:10.1017/S0165115315000753 Carey McCormack, Washington State University at Vancouver

ATLANTIC

Joseph C. Miller, Vincent Brown, Jorge Cañizares-Esguerra, Laurent Dubois and Karen
Ordahl Kupperman, eds.The Princeton Companion to Atlantic History. Princeton: Princeton
University Press, 2015. 503 pp. ISBN: 9780691148533. $65.00.

The Princeton Companion to Atlantic History is a reference work that seeks to synthesize the
growing corpus of research on the field of Atlantic history. After a relatively brief introduction
of just over fifty pages, the bulk of the book consists of approximately 120 entries, in
alphabetical order, that deal with what the volume’s editors deem to be the most significant
topics related to the history of the Atlantic world. The introduction (Part One) is broken up into
sections: a prologue on the “Historical Dynamics of Change” and an essay on the sixteenth-
century Atlantic world, both by Joseph C. Miller, and essays on the seventeenth, eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries by Karen Ordahl Kupperman, Vincent Brown and Laurent Dubois,
respectively. Miller, Brown, Dubois and Kupperman, along with Jorge Cañizares-Esguerra,
are the volume’s editors and they have brought together the expertise of a wide range of
well-known Atlantic scholars who authored the essays in Part Two. As a result, The Princeton
Companion to Atlantic History is quite comprehensive in its coverage of eras and significant
topics in the field. The focus is on larger themes and issues: the alphabetical list of entries
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